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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter presents the method used in conducting the research. It covers 

of research design, research procedure, research subject, research instrument, and 

data analysis. The research procedure was divided into preliminary study, 

planning and action, implementing, observation, data and data sources, and 

reflection. It is explain as follow: 

3.1 Research Design 

The current research was categorized as a Classroom Action Research. As 

McTaggart & Kemmis (1988) suggest, an action research is a process in which 

participants examine their own educational practice systematically and carefully, 

using the techniques of research. Initially, the researcher conducted a preliminary 

study to find out the problem faced by students about improving grammar mastery 

of irregular verb. After knowing the problem of the students, the researcher tried 

to solve the problem using CAR and did 4 steps of CAR. Those steps were 

planning, acting, observing and reflecting. The description of cycle of classroom 

action research was explained below: 

 

Figure 3.1 Classroom Action Research Cycles (Carr and Kemmis, 1986) 

http://www.informationr.net/ir/1-1/paper2.html#carrw
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3.2 Research Subject   

The research subject of this research was second-grade students of SMAN 

1 Diponegoro, Malang. They were the students in Language Class which have two 

classes, XI-A and XI-B of Language Class. There were 40 students in Language 

Class. The researcher just took one class to be observed, which was the XI-A 

language class. The researcher collaborated with an English teacher and took one 

class to be observed. Then, the researcher had an interview with the English 

teacher in second-grade of Language Class to make the data more valid. Based on 

the interview with the English teacher (Appendix 1); the students in Class XI-A 

had less understanding about the irregular verbs. They could not distinguish the 

different between the regular and irregular verbs, and they also confused to 

implement it into sentences.  

3.3 Research Instruments 

Research Instruments were measurement tools (for example, 

questionnaires or scales) designed to obtain data on a topic of interest from 

research subjects. Research instrument was the way to gather the data that was 

needed by the researcher.  In this research, the researcher collected the data by 

obtaining two kinds of instrument. The first instrument was the test which to 

complete the narrative text, the second instrument was interview that support the 

analysis itself. 

 

 



23 
 

 

3.3.1. Test 

Test was one of the ways to get the data that the researcher’s need. In this 

research, the researcher dis the first individual test called preliminary test to get 

the data from the students by giving them the work sheet that arranged by the 

researcher. The test was to complete the sentences in narrative text. The aim of the 

test was to know the understanding of the students about the irregular verbs, and 

the result could support the researcher’s data to make it more valid. The 

researcher also conducted the pre-test and post-test. 

3.3.2 Interview 

According to Boyce, C. & Neale, P (2006), there were three different 

formats of interviews: structured, semi-structured and unstructured. In this 

research, the researcher used the semi-or partially-structured interview which 

contains the components of both, structured and unstructured interviews. The 

interviewer prepared the questions to be answered by the interviewees, but the 

interviewer could add additional question to be asked based on the situation 

during interviews. 

The researcher had an interview with the English teacher on January 20
th

, 

2018. It held to get more data about how far the students learn about irregular 

verbs, the difficulties, and the achievements in learning grammar especially in 

irregular verbs. The researcher prepared some question that related with the topic, 

and the question could change depends on the teacher’s answer, but it still on the 

topic.  
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3.4 The Procedure of Class Action Research 

In the action research, the researcher had several activities dealing with the 

process of giving the material to the students such as planning, taking action, 

observing and reflecting. The procedure in this research could be described 

gradually as below:   

3.4.1 Planning 

The activity that the teacher did before doing the teaching learning process 

was making the lesson plan. The lesson plan was made to know what material, 

method, and media that were used. It made the teacher was easy to teach because 

the teacher could control it to not out of the topic. The teacher could also observe 

the process of implanting the method in the class and take a note based on the 

observation about the advantages and disadvantages of using the method and the 

media. The researcher made instructional planning for whole session, and the 

researcher planned the instructional activity like below: 

1. The researcher interviews the teacher to know the problems faced in learning 

irregular verbs.  

2. The researcher observes and make a note about the process in learning irregular 

verb that has done by the teacher in the class.  

3. The researcher prepars the test in form of written test (Pre-test). 

4. The researcher designs lesson plan based on the cycle of the session.  

5. The researcher prepars the media used for applying in teaching learning 

process which is flash card game which was in form of printed media.  
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3.4.2 Action 

There were three main parts used in the activities, include pre-activities, 

whilst-activities, and post-activities which discussed as follows: 

1. Pre-activities 

In this activity, the researcher acted as a teacher. The teacher opened the 

activity by greeting the students. The teacher and the students prayed together 

before do the lesson, and the teacher checked the students’ attendant list. Before 

the teacher gave the material to the students, the teacher asked some question that 

related with the topic, it was aiming to gather the students’ interest of it. This 

activity was planned about 5-10 minutes.  

2. Whilst activities 

In this activity, the teacher conducted the flashcard game. The teacher used 

the memory activities to test how well the students could memorize the irregular 

verbs in the flashcard. The teacher made game in two sessions, the first session 

was a group game, and the second session was individual game. In the group 

game, the teacher divided the students into four groups that consist of five 

students. Every group was given twenty cards that include ten verb base cards and 

ten irregular verb cards. They had one minute to memorize all the words with the 

members of their group, after the times up, the students collected the flashcards 

into one and put it to the teacher, then they had to re-write the words in the paper 

from the flashcard as many as they remember in forty five seconds. Then 

flashcards moved to the group beside them, they did the game until fourth time. 
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After the game was over, the teacher collected the paper from every group and 

checked the answer of the students. 

In the individual game, the researcher used the same treatment as in group 

game. Every students were given a card that they had to memorized in twenty 

seconds, after that they gave the card to their next friend until they got their first 

card. They were given a minute to memorized the word in the cards and write it 

down. The students re-did this game fourth time.  

For more improving the students’ ability in grammar, the teacher also did 

another game for the students. The researcher did a group game that was divided 

into four groups that consist of five students. The game was writing a simple 

narrative text that the content exist with the words of the card given by the 

teacher. The teacher gave five cards randomly to every group, they had to make a 

simple narrative text using the words that written in the card. They had ten 

minutes to write it in a paper. The teacher did this game in order to know their 

understanding in the irregular verbs rule, whether they knew how to use the 

irregular verbs in a narrative text.  

The teacher also did the whispering game to make the students had a 

movement in the class, they could be bored easily if they just sit down and did not 

do some activities. The teacher divided the students into four groups again, and it 

consists of five students. The teacher gave a card to every group, the first students 

could see the card, and the first student made a simple sentence based on the word 

that written in the card, and whispered to their next member in their group. The 
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last member wrote the sentence in the whiteboard, they had two minutes to do it. 

There were four rounds in this game; the students had to write five simple 

sentences in every round. The teacher and the students checked the sentences in 

the blackboard to correct it if there were some mistakes, and the teacher gave 

some points. 

3. Post activities 

In this last activity, the teacher concluded the material to remind the 

students about what they have learned. The teacher asked the students about the 

material to know their understanding. The students could ask the material that 

they do not know to the teacher.  

3.4.3 Observation 

Observation toward the action in the class was done during the researcher 

teaches in the class. The observation was done together with actions which have 

already been mentioned in action stage. The first observation in Cycle one is to 

identify the problem that appears from the students in the class. The researcher 

tried to relate the problem that occurred with the students’ difficulty to memorize 

the irregular verb. The second observation in Cycle two is to identify the same 

problems that appeared in every Cycle. The collected data was diagnosed further 

to draw conclusion.   

3.4.4 Reflection 

The reflection was done after teaching learning process. The researcher 

checked the result of the test that was done by the students in the pre-test and 
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post-test, and the researcher also checked the progress of the students. This stage 

was done to see the weaknesses and the strengths in each cycle. The researcher 

wanted to know whether there was an improvement or not. If it had the same 

result as before, the method and the media should be changed to know other 

result.  Besides, if it had the better result, the researcher may be encouraged to 

have another cycle of a research. It would be done to get the better result of a 

research.  

3.5 Data Collection 

Data collection was gathering the information and data that related with 

the research’s need that could complete the result. In collecting the data, the 

researcher gathered the data through teaching, observing and giving the test. There 

were some steps applied by researcher in collecting the data, these are:  

1. Conducting the interview which was semi-or partially-structured interview 

with the English teacher. 

2. Teaching and observing the classroom activity. 

3. Conducting the Cycle I to get the data of Pre-test to know the students’ 

background knowledge of irregular verbs.  

4. Giving treatment using flash card games. 

5. Conducting Post-test to know the result of the students’ understanding of 

irregular verbs after implementing the flash card games.  

6. Conducting the Cycle II to get the data of Pre-test to know the students’ 

background knowledge of irregular verbs.  

7. Giving treatment using flash card games. 
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8. Conducting Post-test to know the result of the students’ understanding of 

irregular verbs after implementing the flash card games.  

9. Collecting the data and information that are gained from the test of two Cycles 

that has done by the students.   

3.6 Data Analysis 

According to Ary (2002), data analysis was a process where the researcher 

systematically search and arrange the data in order to increase their understanding 

of the data and to enable in presenting what they learned to others. It means the 

researcher tried to arrange the data that the researcher gained from data collection 

into the result that he researcher wanted using the following steps: 

3.6.1 Scoring criteria of writing narrative text 

 In this classroom action research, obtained the written narrative test means 

that the researcher scores each student’s ability when they were completing the 

narrative text. In addition, the researcher just focused on the students’ 

improvement of understanding the irregular verbs, not the writing scores. The 

written test conducted to know how far the students’ understanding the use of 

irregular verbs. The written test was held for three times, before implementing the 

flash card game and  after implementing the flashcard game in cycle 1, and the 

last one after implementing the current flashcard game in the cycle 2. The score of 

the preliminary test and both in Cycle I and Cycle II could be seen on the 

following scoring rubrics:\ 

 



30 
 

 

Table 3.1 Scoring Rubric of Writing in Preliminary Test 

Score Criteria   Score Criteria 

100 It has 19 right answers   47 It has 9 right answers 

95 It has 18 right answers   42 It has 8 right answers 

89 It has 17 right answers   37 It has 7 right answers 

84 It has 16 right answers   32 It has 6 right answers 

79 It has 15 right answers   26 It has 5 right answers 

74 It has 14 right answers   21 It has 4 right answers 

68 It has 13 right answers   16 It has 3 right answers 

63 It has 12 right answers   11 It has 2 right answers 

58 It has 11 right answers   5 It has 1 right answers 

53 It has 10 right answers 
 

   

Table 3.2 Scoring Rubric of Writing in Cycle I and Cycle II 

Score Criteria 

100 It has 37 right answers 

97 It has 36 right answers 

95 It has 35 right answers 

92 It has 34 right answers 

89 It has 33 right answers 

86 It has 32 right answers 

84 It has 31 right answers 

81 It has 30 right answers 

78 It has 29 right answers 

76 It has 28 right answers 

73 It has 27 right answers 

70 It has 26 right answers 

68 It has 25 right answers 

65 It has 24 right answers 

62 It has 23 right answers 

59 It has 22 right answers 

57 It has 21 right answers 

54 It has 20 right answers 

51 It has 19 right answers 

49 It has 18 right answers 

46 It has 17 right answers 

43 It has 16 right answers 

41 It has 15 right answers 

38 It has 14 right answers 

35 It has 13 right answers 

32 It has 12 right answers 

30 It has 11 right answers 

27 It has 10 right answers 

24 It has 9 right answers 

22 It has 8 right answers 

19 It has 7 right answers 

16 It has 6 right answers 

14 It has 5 right answers 

11 It has 4 right answers 

8 It has 3 right answers 

5 It has 2 right answers 

3 It has 1 right answer 
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3.6.2 Scoring Criteria of Irregular Verb 

  In scoring the students’ ability of irregular verb, the researcher used the 

compare means from Cycle I and Cycle II. The compare means was used to 

compare the average result in students’ test, which were preliminary test, post-test 

1 and post-test 2. The researcher used the compare means to know the 

improvement of the students that seen from the test’s result. The test was suitable 

with the purpose of this research, it was to determine the difference of the score in 

the preliminary test and post-test.  

The formula to calculate the average of every test could be seen below: 

Mean Score = Total Score 

    Total Subject 

 To get the mean score, the total score was divided with the total subject of 

the students. The mean score was used to know the improvement of the students’ 

grammar mastery of irregular verb.  

 

 


