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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter One of this research present some topics, namely research 

background, research problem, research objectives, scope and limitation, research 

significance, and definition of key terms. Each part is presented as follows. 

1.1 Research Background  

Grammar is the process of describing the structure of phrases and 

sentences in such a way that we account for all the grammatical sequences in a 

language and rule out all the ungrammatical sequences (Yule. 2005). It means that 

grammar is the structure of a language, and it is really important, especially for 

the writing skill because it must be written structural using correct grammar. One 

of the parts of speech in grammar is verb; it uses to describe the activity in our 

life. There are two types of verb in the simple past tense, which are regular and 

irregular verb, but the difficult one to be memorized is irregular verb because this 

verb doesn’t follow the rules of verb form; it has different ending with the regular 

verb that has a conventional ed-.  

There are many people cannot memorize the entire irregular verbs because 

it has many different words. It makes them have to memorize it many times if 

they want to use the words correctly. This is also supported by Pinker’s statement 

that said,  

“In the English language there are about 180 irregular verbs, which 

originate from Old and Middle English. There used to be about twice 
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as many, but adults also tend to forget that a verb is irregular, 

especially if it is not a common, often used verb, and start to use it as a 

regular verb”. Pinker (1994), 

It means that the adult people still have the difficulty to memorize the 

irregular verb especially if it is not common, moreover for the students who may 

have less vocabularies of irregular verb. The students change some irregular verbs 

into regular verbs if they do not know the rule. It frequently happens to the 

students who use English as their foreign language. The students do not have 

much background knowledge about it.  

The problem of irregular verb is also found in SMA Dipenogoro, 

Tumpang Malang. A preliminary study is conducted by the researcher before 

conducting the study in Class XI Bahasa 1. The data come from an interview with 

the English teacher and the result of an irregular verb test.  

Based on the interview with the English teacher, he said that one of the 

problems in English subject in Class XI Bahasa 1 is irregular verb. It is due to the 

basic competence of English subject in the second year of senior high school that 

required the students to be able write an essay of narrative text as the skill of 

writing competence. In writing the narrative text, the students need to know the 

use of simple past tense since the tense used in narrative text is simple past tense. 

Simple past tense used two kinds of verb; they are regular and irregular verb. The 

regular verb is easier to the students since the change only uses suffix “ed” while 

the irregular verb one become the big problem because the change of irregular 
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verb is uncertain. It made them confused to use the past form of the verbs. 

Therefore, the students always get wrong to change the verbs in their essay.  

The researcher also conducted a test for the students to know their 

competence in writing skill in the grammar especially in irregular verb. The test is 

held in Class XI Bahasa 1 which consists of 20 students in the class. The students 

is given the irregular verb cloze test and asked to answer it in 30 minutes. The test 

is taken from www.learnclick.com (Appendix 6) because it is one of the websites 

that is used to make many kinds of test, especially from the teacher to the 

students. The result is almost all the students have a score under the passing grade 

that was determined by the school in English subject. The passing grade score is 

80 because the school’s accreditation was A; it makes the minimum score of the 

passing grade is 80. In this case, the average score of the students are 40.05 

(Appendix 7) in preliminary test. It proves that their ability in mastering the 

grammar especially in irregular verb needs to be increased. 

The result of the test was related to the English teacher’s statement, the 

students have a difficulty to memorize, practice, and use the irregular verb 

because they still use the regular verb form, even they used gerund, for the 

irregular verb. They cannot distinguish the difference of the regular and irregular 

verbs because they do not have much background knowledge of irregular verbs.  

Based on the observation that is conducted by the researcher in Class XI 

Bahasa 1, and also the result of preliminary test, there are some reasons why the 

irregular verb becomes the problems for the students in that class. First, the 

http://www.learnclick.com/
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change of irregular verb is uncertain; the students cannot predict the order of the 

words in the irregular verb. Second, the students cannot memorize and use the 

entire irregular verbs, and some of them do not know many irregular verbs 

because they do not have much background knowledge about it. Last, not all the 

students are interested with English subject because they think it is a difficult 

subject, and it make them difficult to learn, memorize ,practice, and use some 

words, especially irregular verbs because they have less motivation.  

In this research, the researcher uses flashcard game to improve students’ 

grammar mastery of irregular verb. Budden (2004) said that the flash cards are a 

really handy resource to have and can be useful at every stage of the class. It is a 

great way to present, practice and recycle vocabulary. The flashcard can also be 

bright and colourful and make a real impact on visual learners. It means that the 

flashcard is one of the good strategies that can be applied in every age and stage 

of the class because it can be done with many fun activities that can support them 

to practice and use the irregular verbs more in many ways; they do not just learn 

and read the book, but they do some activities using flashcard that can be 

modified in the color or shape, and it is also easy to get or make. It has positive 

effect on the visual learning process of the students.  

1.2 Research Problem 

Related to the background of the study above, the researcher formulates 

the problems as: How does flashcard game improve students’ grammar mastery of 

irregular verb? 
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1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the problems above, the aims of this study is to improve the 

students’ ability in irregular verbs by doing some activities using flashcard games. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

All the students in Class XI Bahasa 1 in 2017/2018 academic year are the 

subject of the study; there are twenty students in the Class. The students are 

chosen because they have low performance in mastering the grammar of irregular 

verb. The limitation of this study focuses on the students’ improvement of 

grammar mastery of irregular verb.  Then, the researcher only investigates the 

flashcard strategy, it only focuses on the strategy and how it is implemented. 

1.5 Research Significance 

The result of this study gives contribute in both practical significance and 

theoretical significance. For practical significance, this study is expected to give 

reference for the teachers to teach irregular verbs with more innovation of 

flashcard games to make the students understand easily. For theoretical 

significance, this study can be used as reference for English Department students 

who are interested in teaching grammar especially in irregular verbs.  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To make this study easy to understand and clearer, the researcher would 

like to present several definitions of the key terms: 
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1. Grammar 

Grammar is the process of describing the structure of phrases and 

sentences in such a way that we account for all the grammatical sequences in a 

language and rule out all the ungrammatical sequences (Yule. 2005).  

2. Irregular Verb  

Irregular forms are past-tense words that have no rules. It does not have a 

conventional -ed in the end of the word like the regular verb. There are also some 

irregular verbs that have structural pattern. There are a mere 180 additions to a 

mental lexicon that already numbers in the tens or hundreds of thousands (Pinker. 

1999). 

3. Flashcard  

Flash cards are effective instrument for memorizing spelling words, 

multiplication tables, and other information that does not require analysis (Bard 

and Bard. 2002).  

4. SMA Diponegoro, Tumpang, Malang 

SMA Diponegoro Tumpang Malang is a private educational institution in 

the level of senior high school which is located in Jl. Tunggul Ametung No 18, 

Tumpang, Malang.  

 

http://grammar.about.com/od/mo/g/mentallexiconterm.htm

