
 

7 
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 This chapter presents review of related literature which is based on the 

relevant theories and previous research finding consists of the explanation about 

writing, difficulties of writing, factors affecting writing difficulties, and narrative 

text. Those theories understanding will be presented as follows: 

 

2.1 Writing 

There are many definitons about writing. Writing may be defined as the 

tools to give information for person by written text. According to Sokolik (2003) 

as cited in Linse (2005) writing is a combination of process and product. The 

process means the act of collecting ideas and working with them until they are 

presented in the polished manner and comprehensive to the reader.  In this case, 

writing allows the students to conduct some processes which will create a product 

in a comprehensive and cultured manner to the reader itself.  

Moreover, Harmer (2006) mention writing is progressive activity because 

writing contains of several step that must doing by writers. Based on the 

explanation, the steps of writing often come naturally as follows: build your idea, 

write your idea on the paper, revise your writing and edit your writing. Therefore, 

writing is never a one-step action but it is process that has several steps. 

In short, writing is an activity which is beneficial for many people. It has 

several steps that must be done by the writer for example: looking for the idea 
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(good idea), writing down the idea on the paper, revising the idea which has been 

written on the paper and so on.  

 

2.1.1 Aspects of Writing Skill 

Brown (2001) mentions a list of micro and macro skills for written 

communication which focuses on both the form of language and the function of 

language. Firstly, the micro skills of writing mentioned by Brown cover several 

important aspects. They are producing graphemes and orthographic pattern of 

English, producing writing at an efficient rate of speed to suit the purpose, 

producing an acceptable core of words and using appropriate word order patterns, 

using acceptable grammatical systems such as tense, subject verb agreement, 

expressing a particular meaning in different grammatical form, using cohesive 

devices in written discourse and using the rhetorical forms and conventions of 

written discourse.  

In the other hand, the macro skills of writing cover some other aspects, 

namely; accomplishing the communicative functions of written texts according to 

form and purpose, conveying links and connections between events and 

communicating such relations as main idea, supporting ideas, new information, 

given information, generalization, and exemplification, and finally developing a 

battery of writing strategies that include such as accurately in using prewriting 

devices, writing with fluency in the first drafts, using paraphrases and synonyms, 

soliciting peer and instructor feedback, and using feedback for revising and 

editing. To add Brown‟s ideas on the micro and macro skills of writing, Wibers 
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(2005) also state that writing involves five elements of writing, such as: central 

idea, expression, word choice, point of view, spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

In this case, there are many aspects of writing that must be mastered by 

students, such as central idea, organization, supporting material, expression, word 

choice, point of view, spelling, grammar and the last is punctuation. The student 

must study hard about all of aspects of writing. By mastering all of aspects of 

writing students can get the maximal score of writing project. In addition, the 

skills of writing must be introduced in every stage of writing composition. This 

will enable the students used to writing more effectively by using and obeying 

those aspects of writing.  

 

2.1.2 Difficulties in Writing 

Difficulties in writing can be overwhelming to student‟s education. 

Students are increasingly expected to express what they know about many 

different subjects through writing. According to Levine as a cited in Nathan 

(2002) identifies the following writing difficulties face by the students.  

a. Attention Problem 

Students who have problems with attention may be inattentive and 

impulsive. There are five aspects related to attention problem, namely: 

difficulty getting started on writing assignments, easy distractibility during 

writing tasks, mental fatigue or tiredness while writing, inconsistent legibility 

in writing, uneven writing tempo, many careless errors, poorly planned 

papers and reports. For example if the students asked by the teacher to write 

about certain topic, they are going to explain another topic instead.  
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b. Spatial Ordering Problem 

Students who have problems with spatial ordering have decreased 

awareness regarding the spatial arrangement of letters, words, or sentences on 

a page. A spatial ordering problem includes poor use of lines on the paper, 

organizational problems, uneven spacing between letters, and many 

misspelled words. For example the students want to write the sentences there 

are many students join to exchange program, yet they write join to with 

“jointo” instead. 

c. Sequential Ordering Problem 

Students who have problems with sequential ordering have difficulty 

putting or maintaining letters, processes, or ideas in order. A sequential 

ordering problem consist of 4 aspects including poor letter formation, 

transposed letters and spelling omissions, poor narrative sequencing, and lack 

of transitions. For example: the students do not give the transition such as: 

besides, however, also and etc which is very important within sentence.  

d. Memory Problem 

Since there are many writing processes need to be automatic, active 

working memory is critical. Student may have difficulty recalling spelling, 

grammar, and punctuation rules, accessing prior knowledge while writing, or 

organizing ideas. These problems are poor vocabulary, many misspelled 

words, frequent capitalization, punctuation, and grammar errors. For example 

the students cannot differ between simple present tense and simple past tense.  
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e. Language Problem 

Good writing relies on a student‟s language abilities. Some students 

may have some language problems, for example; poor vocabulary, awkward 

phrasing and unconventional grammar, inappropriate use of colloquial 

language, difficulty with sentence structure and word order, trouble reading 

back what is written, difficulty with word sounds, spelling, and meanings. 

For example: the students who have lack of vocabulary, they are going to 

write using simply vocabulary and they will not develop their writing.  

f. Higher-Order Cognition Problem 

Children who have difficulty with higher-order cognition are often 

unable to use writing to present argument or convey sophisticated or abstract 

ideas, this is because of difficulty in developing and organizing ideas, lack of 

opinion or sense of audience, and difficulty with writing tasks that require 

creativity and/or critical thinking. For example: the students who are given 

social topic by the teacher, they cannot give their argument about the topic.  

In summary, it is important to remember that many students make 

mistakes or experience problems as part of the process of becoming better 

writers. They may reverse words, spell poorly, or have difficulty producing 

their thoughts in writing, or exhibit other of the signs above. As in any 

academic area, teachers have to watch carefully and try to understand an 

individual strengths and weaknesses to ensure progress.  
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2.1.3 Factors affecting Writing Difficulties 

According to Al-Khsawneh (2010) as a cited in Adas (2013) indicated that 

there are some factors that affecting writing difficulties, namely: 

a. Teaching method and environment 

Teaching method and the environment is the first factors which influencing 

the students difficulties in writing. Teacher‟s methods in teaching English 

included the medium of instructions, using Indonesian in English classes, 

writing done in Indonesian, teachers‟ low proficiency in English, and lack of 

writing practice in educational institutions. Moreover, many learners use their 

mother tongue during their English class, therefore there is no English 

environment in English classes that cause the students still have difficulties in 

learning English. 

b. Limited vocabulary of English language learners 

Since the students lack of vocabulary, therefore the students end up 

repeating the same words, English language learners do not use developed 

spelling and their written texts are restricted to words which they know. 

c. The students‟ writing is difficult to understand because of the ill-structured 

sentences in composition. The students cannot complete the right sentence. For 

example: the students do not know which is the subject, verb or adjective. 

Therefore, they make a mistake in differentiating the word order. 
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2.1.4 The solution of Writing Difficulties 

 There are some problems faced by the students in writing task. Al-

Khasawneh (2010), in his research attempted to investigate the academic writing 

problems of the Arab Postgraduate students of the College of Business at 

University Utara Malaysia and to provide solutions to the problems. In his 

research, he attempted to find out the solution of some writing problem such as: 

vocabulary register, organization of ideas, grammar, spelling, and referencing.  

According to Al-Khasawneh (2010), there are three solutions to solve the writing 

problems. It will be described as follows: 

1. The teacher should play important in improving their academic writing 

skills. The teacher should correct the students‟ grammatical error. By 

doing this, it help to build the students‟ awareness of types of grammatical 

error they have made and suggested them to check their errors using 

grammar handbook. 

2. The students proposed that teachers should employ multiple teaching   

techniques in order to improve students‟ academic writing. Using some 

fun activities like games and scrambled sentences would motivate the 

students‟ in learning English. 

3. The students also proposed that teachers should increase the number of 

writing tasks. They believe that by doing so, they would strengthen their 

abilities in academic writing. In this way the students will be required to 

write some of the academic writing tasks, if these tasks were attached with 

the teachers‟ feedback. 
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 It can be concluded, there are three solution of writing problems faced by 

the students. First, the teachers correct the students‟ grammatical error in order the 

students can build their awareness about their problems. Then, the teachers create 

another technique for teaching. For example by giving games or scrambles 

sentences which motivate them in teaching learning process. last, the students 

encourage the teachers to give more writing task.  

 

2.2 The concept of Teaching English in Vocational High School 

 English as a foreign language used for communication in vocational 

education. In this case, communication is the key factor of the success of teaching 

learning. In term of teaching learning process, teachers are able to employ English 

to complete the task of teaching, introduce and learn technology, encourage the 

students to communicate their results of learning and develop teaching learning 

resources. The teacher needs to use interactions as a basis for improving 

classroom interaction and develop the attitude with their students to this use of 

English. 

  According to Marsigit (2008), there are four recommendations should be 

performed when English is to be used as language based in teaching learning 

process. 

1. Preparing English For Teaching 

the teachers prepare some preparation related to the lesson. The teachers 

decide about what will be learned in the classroom for example listening, 

writing, reading or speaking subject.  
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2. Developing curriculum in English 

 Competency Based Education focuses on the outcomes or outputs 

of learning not on the inputs to learning. Competencies reflect the 

description of skills, knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors required for 

effective performance of a real world task or activity which should be 

related to cultural and tourism development. The recent curriculum 

implemented in Indonesia “curriculum 2013” which attempt to develop 

balance between spiritual and social attitudes, knowledge, and skills, and 

applying them in various situations in the school and community. 

3. Method of teaching English 

 In developing teaching learning in English the teacher needs to 

provide opportunities for Interaction among teachers and students; engage 

students actively in real dialogue; engage students in real world tasks; 

create networks of students and teachers; help language learners and 

teachers develop useful communication & collaboration; skills; investigate 

types of tasks most appropriate for these situations 

 In brief, the key of teaching English in Vocational High school is 

communication among teachers and students. The others recommendations which 

assist the teachers to ease their teaching in Vocational high school are preparing 

the English material, curriculum implemented for teaching and the method used 

for teaching the subject.  
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2.3 Curriculum 2013 

 Curriculum of 2013 is character competency and based curriculum which 

was born as a response to the various criticisms of School Based Curriculum 

2006. It is implemented based on the needs and the development of education in 

the world of work. Curriculum of 2013 is one of the government's efforts to 

resolve the various problems being faced by the world of education today. There 

are six characteristic of curriculum 2013 (Permendikbud, 2014): 

1. Developing a balance between spiritual and social attitudes, knowledge, 

and skills, and applying them in various situations in the school and 

community. 

2. Putting the school as part of the community that provide a learning 

experience so the learners are able to apply what is learned in the school to 

the community and utilize the community as a learning resource 

3. Giving freely enough time to develop a variety of attitudes, knowledge, 

and skills. 

4. Developing the competencies expressed in terms of class core 

competencies which is specified more in basic competence of subjects.  

5. Developing class core competence into organizing elements of basic 

competence. All the basic competencies and learning processes are 

developed to achieve the competence stated in core competencies. 

6.  Developing a basic competence based on the accumulative principle, 

mutually reinforced and enriched between-subjects and education level 

(horizontal and vertical organizations). 
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 In brief, curriculum 2013 is an innovation which was developed by the 

government to complete the curriculum 2006. It has sixth important 

characteristics. It assists students‟ to relate their spiritual attitudes, It knowledge 

and skills.  

 

2.4 Narrative Text  

Narrative is one kind of texts that have taught in Vocational High School, 

especially on tenth-grade in first semester. Anderson and Anderson (1997) as 

cited in Khoiriyah, (2013:2) mentions that a narrative is a text which tells a story 

that is used to entertain the readers or listeners.  

 

2.4.1 Types of Narrative Text 

Narrative is a text that commonly tells a story. The stories often bring 

various topics which we are familiar with. As Crown (2008) mentions kind of 

story types that includes in narrative text.  

1. Adventure: it is commonly tells about the the hero and the villain and its aim is 

to entertain the readers. 

2. Mystery: this text often brings the setting which seem mysterious and enable 

the reader to sense the mystery, its aim is to intrigue and entertain. 

3. Science fiction: this type typically drag the readers‟ attention about prediction 

of the future, imaginatively and creatively tells about the technological 

advance. Its aim is to entertain and, sometimes, to speculate about the future. 

4. Fantasy : it set out about fantasy world and is aim is not going far from offering 

the imagination and entertaining. 
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5. Historical fiction: Sometimes, its topic retells about historical story which has 

happened previously. Historical fiction requires a historical setting but can also 

be an adventure or a mystery. Its aim is for entertaining and sometimes 

informing about the historical events. 

6. Contemporary fiction: this is nearly similar to recount which tells about 

familiar situation and bring the writer‟s experience, its purpose is to entertain 

and, sometimes, to create empathy with familiar characters. 

7. Stories which raise dilemmas: the story offers the characters‟ action in facing 

many dilemmas in difficult situation, ultimately it will make the reader feels 

the dilemma and evoking their curiosity about how the character face them. Its 

purpose is to entertain and to explore the issue or dilemma.  

8. Traditional tales: it often shares about traditional and cultures‟ belief and 

events that mostly tells about the opposite character, such as : good and evil, 

hero and villain, strong and weak. However, traditional tales are divided into 4 

text types, they are : 

a. Myth: it tells about ancient people in explaining natural fenomena, often 

bring the story of superhuman who magical power. Myths involve cultural, 

religious or spiritual beliefs and traditions. 

b. Legend: its aim is to entertain and providing the information about how 

people lived and their belief. 

c. Fairy tales: the story generally tells about fairy world and nearly the same as 

fantasy types, its purpose is to amuse the reader. 

d. Fable: this story presents the moral value clearer then others. It is 

dominantly takes animal as the main character.   
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9. Dialogue, play scripts and film narrative: they are somewhat different from the 

others, but share the same purposes: to tell a story that capable to facilitate the 

viewer/listener/reader. These types also utilize digital media to present the 

story such as, digital audio recording and radio. 

Various types of narrative text above, will give wider options for the 

teacher to choose the right story types which are demanded to be mastered by the 

students. 

 

2.4.2 Themes of Narrative text 

Narrative can be presented in written and spoken form. There are many 

themes of narrative: humor, romance, crime, real-life fiction, historical form, 

mystery, fantasy, science fiction and adventure. According to Khoiriyah (2013:2) 

the generic structure of narrative are orientation, complication and reorientation. 

a. Orientation is a part of paragraph that tell us about who is the character in 

story, when the story taking time and place, and where the action is happening. 

b. Complication is set off a chain of events that influences what will happen in the 

story. The important component of complication is climax. Climax is the 

biggest problem that the actors/actress has faced and it is also make the story 

more interesting. 

c. Reorientation is the part of paragraph where the actors/actress tries to solve the 

problem. Sometimes, reorientation also concludes with coda (the moral value 

that given for the readers or listeners). 
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Besides, the generic structures there are also other aspect of narrative text 

such as about grammatical features. Peter and Mega (2005:221) mentions that 

there are: 

1. When sequencing people and events in time and space, narration typically 

uses : 

a. Action verbs; for example, 

One day the man and his son went collecting fire-wood. They saw a 

golden tree. They went slowly over to the tree. When they got closer to 

the tree they heard a voice coming from the tree. 

b. Temporal connectives; for example, 

We then looked at some games and equipment.  After lunch we walked up 

to the Sydney Morning Herald and saw how they make papers. After that 

we caught the train back to Mauriceville. 

2. Narrative are typically written in the past tense unless quoting direct speech, 

for example : 

They were poor because their pig ate them out of house and home and he 

didn’t share with the other animals. His name was Bob. „You should go on a 

diet‟ said Clarabelle. 

3. In action sequences, mainly action verbs (bold) are used, while in The Genre of 

Narrating reflections/evaluations, mental verbs (italicized) predominate, for 

example : 

Bells were ringing, sirens screeching and people were running 

everywhere. Maria didn‟t know what to do next. She thought about her 

mother and wondered what was in her head. 
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4. Narratives often use action verbs metaphorically to create effective images, 

for example : 

It was a terrible argument. Words were flying everywhere. 

5. Narratives often use rhythm and repetition to create particular effects, for 

example : 

Riding.Riding. The boy went riding across the wintery moor, far away 

from the strife of his unhappy home. 

6. Play with sentence structure is another common feature of narratives. Often 

sentences comprising one word or a short phrase are used to create poignant 

effects, for example : 

Anger, Silence.As the vengeful brother prowls the streets. 

Rose slowly opened the old wooden door. Dark. There was nothing. 

 Based on the explanation about the meaning, generic structure and 

grammatical features of narrative text, there are many aspect of narrative text 

that must mastery by students. Thus, the students must study hard to get the 

maximal understanding and score for this lesson. 

 

 

 

 


