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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

  In this chapter, the researcher discusses the background of the study, the 

statement of the problems, the purpose of the study, significance of the study, the 

scope and limitation, and the definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Writing is a method of representing language in readable form.  Brown 

(2001) stated that writing is a thinking process, it can be planned and given with 

an unlimited number of revisions before its release. In addition, Elbow (1973) in 

Brown (2001) also stated that writing is a process in figuring out the meaning and 

putting the language into language. Through writing, people are able to inform, 

explain or describe, communicate thought and ideas by reading the written 

message. For the student, writing can help them in improving learning process. By 

reading written subject, the students may obtain the useful information that will 

help them to increase their language skill. 

According to Barkaoui  (2007), writing is one of the most difficult skills 

that second language leaner’s are expected to acquire, requiring the mastery of a 

variety of linguistic, cognitive, and socio-cultural competence. In addition, 

Richards (1999) explained some reasons student’s difficulties in writing, such as, 

they do not know how to start writing, they are slow and inefficient in retrieving 

the right words to express idea, they have to organize and use mechanics of 
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writing, and etc. Moreover, Barkaoui  (2007),  stated that in learning writing skill 

the students find difficulty to master every aspect or component, for example 

about grammatical, looking for the interesting idea that appropriate with the 

theme, create a interesting tittle, arrange statement for make a paragraph, create a 

text that appropriate with the text organization and so on. 

Cahyono (2013) mentions that there are twelve types of texts that have to 

be comprehend by Senior High School students, for example descriptive, recount, 

report, narrative, procedure, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, spoof, 

discussion, explanation and review text. Furthermore, based on syllabus of tenth-

grade of SMK PGRI 3 Malang, there are three types of texts that have to be 

mastered, namely: descriptive, recount, and narrative. In this study, the researcher 

focuses on narrative text. 

According to Knapp and Megan (2005), narrative is not simply about 

entertaining the readers or audience, but narrative also has powerful of grammar, 

text organization and social role, event by generic structure of narrative text, text 

structure, and grammar contextually. Writing narrative text is important for 

students, in order to foster creativity, improve reading skill and develop better 

understanding of language. For vocational high school students who only taught 

English once a week, writing narrative text is useful for them to write a final 

project after doing On the Job Training (OJT) for one year.  

Based on the previous research about the student’s difficulties in writing 

conducted by Masyhud (2010), it was found that there were six problems faced by 

students in writing, those are the limited ideas, the student’s difficulty to choose 
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the appropriate ideas, no one to check the students writing, the students’ low 

motivation to write, inability to share ideas with the others, and the students’ 

difficulty to understand the materials. Moreover, Kurniastuti (2008) find out that 

there are five problems faced by teachers in teaching Writing II of English 

Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The problems are: the 

teacher had problems with students difficulties in writing or narrowing their ideas, 

the teachers faced the students problems with the difficulty to make concluding 

sentences, the teachers faced the students who did not focus on one unity when 

they wrote a paragraph, the teachers faced the students who often used transition 

signal monotonously in writing paragraph coherence and the teachers faced the 

students who were not able to write good types of paragraph. 

Referring to those previous findings, the researcher is interested to conduct 

research about the students’ difficulties in writing narrative of Class X-C Motorcycle 

Engineering students of SMK PGRI 3 Malang. The researcher chooses SMK PGRI 3 

Malang because SMK PGRI 3 Malang is one of the best Vocational High School in 

Malang. There are many majors that the school has. Furthermore most of the alumnus 

SMK PGRI 3 Malang got the job easier after graduated. Meanwhile, after doing 

interview with the teacher, the researcher found that the students have difficulties in 

English Lesson, especially in writing narrative text.   Therefore, the researcher is 

interested in investigating A Study on Students’ Difficulties in Writing Narrative 

Text at SMK PGRI 3 Malang. By, investigating this topic, the researcher wants to 

improve the writing narrative skill of the students and improve teacher’s teaching 

skill in teaching writing narrative text. 
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Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study, the research problems are 

formulated as follows: 

1. What are the student’s difficulties in writing narrative text at SMK PGRI 3 

Malang? 

2. What are the teacher’s solutions to overcome the student’s difficulties in 

learning writing narrative text at SMK P`GRI 3 Malang? 

 

1.2 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the statement problem, the researcher has the purposes as follows:  

1. To find out the student’s difficulties in teaching writing narrative text at SMK 

PGRI 3 Malang.  

2. To find out the solution to overcome the student’s difficulties in learning 

writing narrative text at SMK PGRI 3 Malang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The result of this study is expected to give contribution in two ways. They 

are theoretical and practical ways.  

1. Theoretically, this research is expected to be useful for the students because 

this research can give the broader knowledge especially on writing field. 

Furthermore, this study is expected to give the students information about the 

student’s difficulties in learning writing narrative text and how to find out the 

solution to overcome the difficulties in writing narrative text. 
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2. Practically, this research is expected to be useful for the students to find 

out the some general mistakes that usually do while writing narrative text. 

So that, they will not replace the same mistake. Moreover, it is also 

expected that the students will be able to solve their difficulties in writing 

narrative text. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the study 

This study focuses on student’s difficulties and the teacher’s solution of 

student’s difficulties in writing narrative text. Meanwhile the limitation focuses on 

the students of Class X-C of Motorcycle Engineering at SMK PGRI 3 Malang.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretations, the researcher presents 

some terms used in this study: 

1. Writing is a method of representing language, symbols, or numeral in readable 

form. Through writing, people able to inform, explain or describe, 

communicate thought and ideas by reading the written message. (Petter and 

William, 1996) 

2. Narrative text  

Narrative text is a kind of text to entertain the readers or audience concludes 

character, setting, plot, point of view, event, conflicts, climax, solution, moral 

values and other aspects. To make a narrative, the students must use their 

imagination to get ideas to arrange the perfect text. (Anderson and Anderson 

(1997) cited in (Khoiriyah, 2013:2) 
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3. Difficulty 

Difficulty is a condition where students think that writing narrative text is not 

easily comprehended and accomplished. (Oxford Dictionary, 2016) 

4. SMK PGRI 3 Malang 

SMK PGRI 3 Malang is a vocational high school which is located in Jl. Raya 

Tlogomas 9 No. 29 Kec. Lowokwaru , Malang, East Java, that has the general 

purposes as follows: Preparing the students to compete in world carrier job in 

this globalization era, providing the students with skill that will be very useful 

for them to find a job in many industries. Writing is taught in this school 

intensively when the students must write the final report in English after 

entering on the job training program. 

 


