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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter described the reasons In order to conduct the research and deals 

with several points: introduction that concerns with research background of the 

study, research problem, research purpose, research significant, scope and 

limitation, and the definition of key terms elaborated in the following section. 

1.1  Research Background 

Indonesia is a multilingual country with various local and foreign 

languages. Among of the foreign languages in Indonesia, English becomes the 

language used by big numbers of the speakers as a medium of communication 

between some developing countries. English was already well known as a genuine 

lingua-franca since the end of twentieth century, which is commonly used for 

communicate with people (Harmer, 2007:13). In other words, it is such a need now 

for people to learn English as the basic component of learning process and 

communication. 

Generally English has four main skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing; any of these skills are related to one another. Out of the four major skills, 

listening is believed to be the first basic skill. As Renukadevi (2014) pointed out 

that language learning depends on listening, which is the basic of communicative 

competence that delivers the aural input and allow learner to communicate. Thus, 

listening is important to be learned because it plays significant role as it helps 

people to enhance understanding and communication. 
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Listening is an active skill in English where is the listener have to 

differentiate between sound, stress, and intonation to gain the meaning of 

information (Ghoneim, 2013). In addition, through listening process we could get 

information from hearing the sound that we have listened. In line with that, Brown 

(2001) gives, information that gained could be added or completed with another 

information we have as a good active listener. In other words, the listener have to 

deal with several complicated tasks to obtain the information from the listening 

process.  

Besides, while learning listening skill, we should apply several strategies in 

order to overcome the difficulties that might be faced. The strategy is needed to 

achieve the comprehending in listening process. Hence, using proper strategies in 

listening helps students to gain information and acquiring good listening skill.  

“Listening is the channel in which we process language in real time – employing 

pacing, units of encoding and pausing that are unique to spoken language” (Carter 

& Nunan, 2015:7). So that, in listening activity people have to decode the meaning 

of words before they produce it orally. It means, there is another interrelated skill 

appeared during this process as it mentioned above as speaking. Someone can 

produce words as the result of listening. In this sense, clearly proved that both 

listening and speaking skill are closely intertwined between one another. In 

addition, the sound that they have heard will be the standard of how they will use 

to further speaking.  

Listening as part of studying English becomes the challenging one, 

especially in Indonesia.  In non-native speaking country, English is not exposed as 

much as in the native country. The learners will be learned English only at school, 
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college, or English institutions. Foreign language learner might find problems in 

learning English. One of the problems is when the environment does not provide 

the learner place to speak or improve their English skills then it would be difficult 

to learn. Otherwise, some of the learner mastering English well because they lived 

in a setting which give them chances to improve their skill. Therefore, the 

environment might influence people’s ability and motivation in English.  

Based on the theoretical bases which explained above, the researcher found 

some previous studies which related to the topic of this research. The discussion 

has been done by Cabezas (2015), Azizah (2014) & Maisaroh (2006). Cabezas 

(2015) stated that oral and aural skill are closely related in which some of oral 

criteria which are Vocabulary, Pronunciation, Speech Register, Topicalization, and 

Paralinguistic Features are influenced by aural skill. Azizah (2014) found out there 

is a significant correlation between listening and speaking. The result of the 

research by using quantitative method proved that listening gives contribution to 

speaking because a good speaking is gained from listening and good listening also 

affected by speaking. Maisaroh (2006) also reveals on her research that listening 

and speaking are correlated one another through students’ score in which the higher 

or lower students’ score in listening can determine the better or the worst students’ 

score in speaking.   

An experience of the researcher, there are some students who have good 

strategy in listening also have good ability in speaking; both of the skills are well 

posted. Knowing this phenomenon, the researcher is interested to find the 

relationship between listening strategy and speaking ability. This phenomenon 
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leads the researcher to conduct a research entitled: “Students’ Strategy to Improve 

Listening and Speaking in Excellent Course Pare.” 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the description above, the researcher would like to formulate the 

problem as follow: “What is the strategy that is used to improve students’ listening 

and speaking in Excellent Course of Pare?” 

1.3 Research Objective 

This research was conducted in order to know is there any relationship 

between listening strategy and speaking ability in Excellent Course of Pare. 

1.4 Research Significance 

The researcher expects that the result of this research be will useful for 

whose concern in learning English especially for listening and speaking 

competences. The research also hopes that this research will become a good input 

to English learner to develop both skills. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is about the strategy that is used in listening and 

speaking in Excellent Course of Pare. This research is limited to three best female 

students whom taking 3 month classes in Excellent Course of Pare. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

There are some key are mentioned in this study. To avoid misunderstanding, 

those terms are defined as follows:  
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Listening is the process which is the component and sequences sounds are 

identify and the known words are recognizable (Asemota, 2015). 

Strategy is a plan that is knowingly intended to reach a goal (Oxford, 2003). 

Listening Strategy is the technique of the listener to comprehend and recall 

to the listening input process (Sharma, 2011). 

Speaking is a process of using the rhythm pattern and intonation to 

communicate the right meaning that is expressed orally (Widyaningrum, 2014). 

Ability is mental or physical power to doing something (Online Cambridge 

Dictionary) 

Speaking Ability is ability to use appropriate language in social interaction 

which is involve not only verbal communication but also paralinguistic elements of 

speech such as pitch, stress, and intonation (Richards & Renandya, 2002) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


