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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter explain about teaching vocabulary, digitized flashcards and non 

digitized flashcards : 

 

2.1 Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary is the list of words that have many meanings. Vocabulary is 

an important factor for comunication skill because by mastering the vocabulary, 

people can communicate to other easily. Besides, FIS (Frankfurt International 

School) (n.d) stated that by mastering vocabulary, people can speak what they 

want and they can be easy to understand what they hear and what they read. Red 

John (2000) stated that vocabulary is the units of meaning from the larger 

structures, such as sentence or paragraph. Further, Glende (2013) stated that 

vocabulary is needed by students when they experience reading difficulties. 

Therefore, vocabulary is needed for comprehending the text in content-area class. 

            Vocabulary can be learned since a child. According to Noam Chomsky 

(1965), children know and learn their own vocabulary by language acquisition 

device or LAD. Beside, FIS (Frankfurt International Schol) (n.d) stated that 

people learn vocabulary everyday and every place. It is because people can hear 

and read the new vocabulary from dictionary by translating from our own 

language. There are some ways to learn vocabulary. FIS also stated that people 

can learn vocabulary by writing the new word in notebook with the definition, 

hear the words which are pronounced by electronic dictionary, say the words 

many times, and use it in writing and speaking frequently. 
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2.2 Teaching Vocabulary 

According to literature, teaching vocabulary is an important factor for 

communication skil. It is because by mastering the vocabulary, people can 

communicate to other easily. Beside individual can express their feeling and ideas 

by understanding the meaning of new word. According to Michael Graves (2000) 

there are four components to teach and effective vocabulary which are 1) teach 

individual words 2) provide rich and varied language experiences 3) teach-word 

learning strategies 4) foster word consciousness. 

 

2.2.1 Teach individual words 

Teaching new words based on the students own definitions. By having 

their own definition, the students can understand the new word easily. It is 

because Michael Graves (2000) stated that the students will understand a word if 

they know the definition of its word. In this way, the teacher should show the 

word in many contexts. Then making them interact with the word, so that the 

students will have their definition of the new word. 

 

2.2.2  Provide rich and varied language experiences 

            This component is given by the teacher who has to read aloud to the 

students. It is needed to make the students convince to have interest in reading. 

This strategy will give environment to the students to know many words. 
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 2.2.3 Teach-word learning strategies 

            The teacher teaches the students how to make a conclusion from of the 

word meaning of the contexts. In this strategy the students need dictionary and 

thesaurus because the students make a conclusion by them self. 

 

2.2.4  Foster word consciousness 

The students will play with the word to make the word beautiful, powerful 

and useful lesson. Vocabulary can be learned into micro and macro skill. In macro 

skill, there are productive and receptive skill which include of speaking and 

listening as oral skills, writing and reading as literacy skill. Meanwhile, in micro 

skill include of stress, rhythm patterns, word classes, cohesive, etc. According 

Gemert (2017), there are six step models of teaching vocabulary. First, teacher 

explain a new word. Second, students explain that new word by their own 

language. Third, ask the the students to interprete that new word in form of 

picture. Fourth, teacher gives activity about the new word to make students have 

deeper knowledge about the word. Fifth, students discuss the new word. Sixth, 

students review the new vocabulary.  

Beside, media is needed in teaching vocabulary. According to Fajarianti, 

(2010) media is needed because it can be suitable for young learners, media is 

suitable with the material given, then it is recomended to use in teaching 

activities. The media include of visual, audio, and audio visual media. The visual 

media can be formed in flashcard, dictionary. The audio media can be formed in 

radio, tape recorder. The audio visual media can be formed in video, television. 
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2.3 The important of teaching vocabulary 

Teaching vocabulary is essential aspect in learning language. According  

to Brown (2007) in Jlj037 (2015), the way to teach vocabulary focuses on the 

flashcard, the use of list, definitions, oral drill to memorize vocabulary words. He 

also stated that there are some principles in teaching vocabulary, such as 

allocating the spesific class time to teach vocabulary, learning vocabulary based 

on the context, using bilingual dictionaries, looking for the meaning of words, 

being ready in teaching unplanned vocabulary in the class. All of those principles 

are important in teaching vocabulary because it can help students to learn 

vocabulary in context. 

 

2.4  The use of flashcard 

According to Nakata & Spiri (2008) in Ting Hung (2015), the use 

flashcard as a teaching media can help learners to increase vocabulary learning. It 

is because this is the new strategy in teaching vocabulary, so that the students will 

not be bored in learning vocabulary. According to Roediger & Karpicke, 2006; 

Karpicke &Roediger 2007 in Ting Hung (2015), flashcard can help the students to 

get the information easily from their memory. It is because flashcard consists of 

picture and words. Flashcard can be made as digital an non digital. Digitized is the 

conversion of data to digital form in computer. It can be used in teaching 

vocabulary. According to Nikoopour & Kazemi (2014) about vocabulary learning 

through digitized and non digitized flashcard delivery stated that using flashcard 

by using mobile phone as digitized give advantages than using paper flashcard 
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2.5 Trends in teaching vocabulary 

According to lee (2003) in Genc and Ozet (n.d), there are some techniques 

that can be used in teaching vocabulary, such as explicit and implicit teaching 

techniques. The techniques in explicit teaching techniques are :  

1) analysis of word parts (prefix, root, suffix)  

2) associations (other words which would give clues of the meaning of the 

unknown word) 

3)  cognate awareness (telling students some other words having the same 

etymology of the unknown word) 

4)  dictionary activities  

5) discussion of word meanings  

6)  flashcard  

7)  games  

8)  illustrations, drawings, realia  

9) matching meaning and collocations  

10) mnemonic devices  

11)  parts of speech tables (noun, verb, adjective, etc)  

12)  semantic mapping and semantic grids  

13)  synonyms and antonyms  

14)  word family exercises 

Then, the implicit techniques uses monolingual dictionaries to know the 

meaning of words in context (Decarrico, 2001) in Genc and Ozet (n.d). Besides, 

they have to read as much as possible so that  they will know the vocabulary 
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2.5.1 Digitized flashcards 

The flashcard is made in form of digital that can use in computer. For 

example studystuck as application. It is one of applications that is quiet 

intereresting for students. According to Henny (2016), Digital flashcards become 

more popular. He also stated that digitized flashcards can solve the problem of 

knowledge. Besides, Tan and Nicholson (1997) that the students as a member of 

training groups which use digitized flashcard are more significantly better than 

those students who just read and comprehend the vocabulary. According to 

Kukulska-Hulme and Shield (2008), digitized flashcard as a new technology that 

can create a new learning paradigm. Then, according to Kennedy and Levi (2008) 

and  Motiwalla (2007) digitized flashcard is more powerful in some ways than the 

non digitized flashcard as traditional tools. From the statements above it can be 

concluded that digitized flashcards is a new technology that has power to solve 

the problem of knowledge.  

 

2.5.2 Non digitized flashcards 

The flashcard is made in form of manual media such as paper. According 

to McLean, Hogg, Rush (2013), paper flashcard is used by learners to learn and 

review vocabulary. They also stated that the learners become very quickly in 

learning and review the vocabulary. Besides, Tan and Nicholson (1997) said that 

the students who use non digitized flashcard such as paper flashcard are not better 

than those students who use digitized flashcard in learning english. It is because 

paper flashcard is traditional way that makes students be bored to learn english. 

Laufer in cited McLean, Hogg, Rush (2013), 95 % of vocabulary in written text 
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can be succesful comprehension to be learned. Besides, Hu and Nation in 

McLean, Hogg, Rush (2013) stated that around 98 % of the word in a text can be 

able to guess the unknown words easily. From the explanation above, it can be 

concluded that non digitized flashcards is made of paper that can help learners to 

learn and review vocabulary. 


