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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

 Self-assessment has been defined as the involvement of students in making 

judgments based on their own learning (Panadero & Romero, 2014). The way to 

do self –assessment starts from thinking, responding, and  evauluating their own 

performance. Generally, students evaluate their own performance in writing skill 

use the rubric. The rubric contains some features to measure self-assessment, 

there are organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanic. Further, students 

assign the score to to those feature with a percentage of 100%. Since the work of 

Oskarsson (1980), self-assessment attracts the interest of many experts (see Alias, 

Masek, & Salleh, 2015; Boud & Falchikov, 1989; Panadero & Romero, 2014). 

 Self-assessment helps students to develop metacognitive skill and arise 

independent learning (Bing, 2016). When the students do self-assessment, they will 

be aroused to make their learning plans, monitor their work, and evaluate what they 

do inderectly. Since students get familiar with the criteria of assessing writing they 

may apply the criteria to revise their work, making it better by means of addition, 

deletion, substitution and rearrangement. Moreover, assessing their own work can 

help students develop their understanding of learning objectives and success criteria. 

This is in accordance with the definition of metacognitive skill itself that is the ability 

of students to plan, monitor, and evaluate in the learning process (Gould et al., 2015). 

 Despite the benefits of self-assessment, there are some concerns to the use 

of self-assessment. First, the result of self-assessment tends to be different with 
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teacher’s assessment (Ross & Starling, 2005; (Brown, Andrade, & Chen, 2015; 

Hima, Nidhommil Aninda, Saputro, Teguh, 2017; Lah, 2016; J. A. Ross, 

Rolheiser, & Hogaboam-Gray, 1998). This is mostly due to inaccurate monitoring 

of students who conduct self-assessment. Research has shown that students have 

difficulty in monitoring and judging their own work properly, which seem to cost 

the accuracy of self-assessment  (Baars, Vink, van Gog, de Bruin, & Paas, 2014). 

Moreover, (Metcalfe, 2009) demonstrates that self-assessment will run optimally 

when students are able to accurately monitor their own performance and use this 

information to learn or what to learn next. Therefore, accuracy and monitoring are 

the main aspects for self-assessment. Second, some students are not used to do the 

way of using  self-assessment as teachers usually do. Students find it difficult to 

use self-assessment because they encounter dilemmas of what they will evaluate 

(Bing, 2016). They also often feel less confident about what they will score on 

their learning outcomes. This will impaction students’ slow significant progress in 

writing skill. 

 As this research would discuss the relationship between self-assessment 

with writing achievement, some studies have done to the investigation. In Shiraz 

University Iran, Iranian university students who do self-assessment after writing 

process,  get higher score than the students who do not use self assessment 

(Sahragard & Mallahi, 2014). Another research has shown that students make 

more progress when they are actively involved in their own learning and 

assessment (NFER, 2012). In addition, (J. a Ross, Rolheiser, & Hogaboam-Gray, 

1998) finds that students like self-assessment because it improves the quality of 

their learning. From the results above, there are severals factors that affect 
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students achievements through self-assessment. Some students notify that they 

become more focused on what they will improve with the help of self-assessment. 

In this case, students know what they need in learning and seek acceptable levels 

of absorption to achieve the predetermined criteria. Certainly, those achieves are 

supported by teachers who lead learning behaviour. 

 A few research have attempted to investigate the effectiveness of self-

assessment. However, some concerns to the use of self-assessment were still 

found. Moreover, empiricial studies on the beneficial effects of self-assessment 

remain rare in Indonesia. Considering those gaps,  this present  study attempts to 

investigate the effectiveness of self-assessment in the English Foreign Language 

students especially in writing skills. The contribution to the empirical body of 

knowledge on the efficacy of self-assessment  is the main focus of this research.  

(Baars et al., 2014) 

1.2 Research Problem 

       Based on the problem above, the present study specifically intends to         

answer the following questions : 

1. Can  self-assessment  affect on students’ writing achievement ? 

2. What is the students’ perception about the use of self-assessment in their 

learning writing ? 

1.3 Research Objective 

 According to research problems above, objectives of the research is as 

follow  

1. To investigate the students’ effects about the use of self-assessment in their 

learning writing. 



4 
 

2. To analyze the students’ perception about the use of self-assessment in  their 

learning writing. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 The present study focuses on students self-assessment efficacy and the 

perception of self-assessment in writing skill. However, the limitation occurs in 

this study. First, the topic of the writing was opiniopn paragraph. Second, the 

study was only conducted on university levels within the context of Indonesia. 

1.5 Research Significance 

1. English teachers     

 This study is an attempt to notify  the English teachers about the extent 

of the influence of self-assessment to improve achievements in writing skills. 

Moreover, the possibilities of the use of using this particular assessment in their 

classroom can be considered . As noted above, the appropriate technique of self-

assessment might be able to facilitate better learning that lead to acquisitio 

2. Student  

 In order to build students’ awareness in writing skill, they should know 

how to evaluate their own work. This study attempts to inform students the 

likelihood of self-assessment usage to improve writing skill.  

3. Research in the field 

    Furthermore, this study also contributes to the further research and body of 

knowledge on the effectiveness of self-assessment. Considering the finding of 

previous studies in which the discrepency of self-assessment and teacher’s 

assessment usage, this study attempts to fill the gap. In addition, the finding of 
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this study could be the reference for further research in self-assessment field, 

particullary for Indonesian context. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Self-assessment is involvement of students in making judgments based on

their own learning (Panadero & Romero, 2014).

2. Metacognitive is is the ability of students to plan, monitor, and evaluate in the

learning process.




