
 

6 
 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents the review of related literature.It discusses 

Curriculum 2013 (K-13), its definition, purpose, and characteristics. This chapter 

also presents a piece of literature on Project- based learning, its definition, types, 

and steps in conducting Project-based learning. 

2.1 Curriculum 2013 

This section presents Curriculum definition, Purpose of Curriculum 2013, 

Characteristic of Curriculum 2013, and Project Based Learning. 

2.1.1 Curriculum Definition 

Curriculum is a set of plans and arrangements about the learning aims, 

content, and materials to reach a particular educational goal (Nugrahaeni, 2015). 

According to Lake and Winterbottom (2009)as cited in Kattington(2010), 

curriculum is a set of rule that provides the students practice in content and social 

curriculum through active learning, interest exploration, civic responsibility, 

character building. Kattington (2010) states that curriculum refers to the 

standards, benchmarks, and outcomes representing the learning content and 

activities in classroom. Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that 

curriculum is a set of rules that allow students practice in order to obtain a specific 

educational goal. 

2.1.2 Purpose of Curriculum 2013 

 As stated in the Regulation of Minister of Education and Culture no. 58 of 

2014, Curriculum 2013aims at preparing the Indonesian to be a faithful, 
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productive, innovative and effective individual, in addition, to be an individual 

who is able to contribute to the social life, nation, country, and the world 

civilization. 

2.1.3 Characteristic of Curriculum 2013 

Based on the Regulation of Minister of Education and Culture no. 70 of 

2013, Curriculum 2013 holds several characteristics, namely (1) creating a 

balance between the spiritual, social attitudes, curiousity, creativity development 

and intelectual and psychomotoric development; (2) creating a community that 

provides a planned learning experience where the learners apply what they have 

learned in school to community and utilize it as a learning resource; (3) 

developing an attitudes, knowledge, skills and apply them in various situations in 

the school and community; (4) Allowing the sufficient time to develop attitudes, 

knowledge, and skills; (5) Curriculum 2013 should have the competence 

declaration in the form of class core competence which is more detail in the 

subject basic competence. (6) make the core competence becomes the organizing 

elements of basic competence, in which all basic competencies and learning 

processes are developed to achieve competencies expressed in core competencies 

and(7) the development of basic competencies are based on accumulative 

principles, reinforced and enriched amongst education and educational level 

(horizontal and vertical organizations). 

2.2 Project - Based Learning 

This section presents The definition of Project Based Learning, The 

characteristics, Types and The Steps of Project Based Learning. 
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2.2.1 Definition 

Project based learning involves the active engagement of students and 

places students in realistic, problem-solving environments that serve to make 

connections between the classroom and real life experiences. (Cervantes, Hemmer 

& Kouzekanani, 2015).  Project-based learning is a learning model that governs 

students seeking a solution for completing their project (Cheong & Christine, 

2002). Project-based  learning is a comprehensive approach to classroom teaching 

and learning that is designed to engage students in investigation of complex, 

authentic problems and carefully designed products and tasks (Demirhan, 2002, as 

cited in Bas & Beyhan, 2010). 

 

2.2.2 Characteristics of Project-based Learning 

Project- based learning (PjBL) holds some characteristics. According to 

Gora and Sunarto (2010), PjBL develops questions or problems, in other words, 

the learning activity should develop the knowledge the students possess, PjBL has 

a relationship with the real life, it means that the learning process is authentic and 

the students face real-life problems, PjBL emphasizes the students’ responsibility, 

the students are responsible to access the information in order to find the solution 

being faced. With regards to the assessment, the assessment is done during the 

learning activities and is based on the project result the students produce. 

Stoller (1997) as cited in Nassir (2014) states that project- based learning 

has some characteristics, first, instead of centered around the specific language 

target, it revolves around the real world subject matters and topics that the 

students are interested in. Secondly, teachers’ roles are only to provide support 
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and guidance, the students are the center of the project works, third, the students 

may work individually or in a group, or even as a class to complete the project, 

they share ideas and resources to complete the project. Fourth, starting from using 

various resources and performing real life- task, the students obtain an authentic 

combination of skills in processing information. Fifth, the completion of project 

work finishes with an end-product, such as an oralpresentation, a report, a poster 

session, a bulletin board display, and so forth, to be sharedwith others. Apart from 

the final product, the process of working towards the end product is also 

important. Thus, project work has a process and product orientation which 

enablesstudents to focus on fluency and accuracy. 

2.2.3 Types of Project- Based learning 

Project can be distinguished into some categories. Concerning to the ratio 

between the instructors and the learners’ role in determining activities, Henry 

(1994) as cited in Nassir (2014) states that there are three types of project namely 

(1) Structured projects: This type of project allows teacher to determine and 

organize the topic, materials, methodology, and presentation. The teacher provides 

option for the students to choose the topic. The data collection and information 

analysis is specified. (2) Semi-structured project, the teacher and the student 

organize the project area and methodology, however, it needs the students to be 

more responsible, and (3), offers the project area and methodology, but requires 

the students to take on more responsibility; they are organized by both the teacher 

and thestudents, and (3), Unstructured projects are defined by the students 

themselves. 
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Projects can also be distinguished based on the way how the information is 

reported. Stoller (1997) identifies three categories all of which results in different 

end–product namely (1) Production projects.It involves students in activities like 

creating bulletin boards, videos, postersessions, radio programs, written reports, 

handbooks, travel itineraries, menus,letters, and brochures. This needs that the 

outcome of this type of projects is writtenproduction, (2) Performance 

projects,This type of project is conducted in activities such as debates, oral 

presentations, theater, foodfairs or fashion shows etc. and (3), Organizational 

projects, forming a club or conversation table or partner program are some of the 

examples of this kind of project. 

2.2.4 Steps of Project- based learning 

 According to Abidin (2014, p.172), there are eight steps in conducting 

Project Based Learning namely: 

Pre-project phase, this phase is an activity the teachers perform outside the 

classroom. In this phase, the teacher design the description of the project, 

determining the project steps, preparing the media and learning resources, and 

preparing the learning athmosphere.Phase 1, “Identifying Problem, in this stage, 

the students observe a particular project. Based on the observation, the students 

identify the problems and establish statement of problem in interrogative 

sentence.Phase 2,“Creating Project Design and Timeline”, in this stage, the 

students and their group members or  the teachers, start to design the project and 

carry out other preparation. Phase 3 ”Performing Research”,in this stage, the 

students perform initial research as a basic model for product to be developed. 

Based on the research, the students collect data and then analyze the data with 



 

11 
 

relevant data analysis technique.Phase 4,“Constructing Draft/Prototype”, in this 

stage, the students start to create early product according to the plan that have 

been designed,Phase 5,“Measuring, Assessing”, and Revising Product. In this 

stage the students review the early product, observe the weaknesses, and revise 

the product. In the practice, measuring and assessing the product can be done by 

asking opinions or critiques from the other group members or from the 

teacher.Phase 6, “Product Finalization and Publication”, the students finalize the 

product. Once the product has met the expectation, The product is published.Post-

project phase, in this stage, the teacher assesses, reinforces, provides feedback 

regarding the product the students have produced. 

According to The George Lucas Educational Foundation (2007) ,the followings 

are the steps in conducting project- based learning. 

a. Start With the Essential Question, the learning activity starts by posing an 

essential question that is able to ask an activity for the students. The 

assignment topic is in line with the students’ real life and is relevant with 

them.  

b. Design a Plan for the Project, this is a plan the students and the teacher 

design collaboratively.The students are expected to have a sense of belonging 

on the project.The designed plan comprises rule, the selection that can support 

students in answering essential question by integrating any possible subject, as 

well as instrument and material that are accessable to help the completion of 

the project. 
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c. Create a Schedule, the students and the teacher collaboratively create a 

schedule in accomplishing the project. In this phase, the activities are: creating 

a timeline (time allocation) to finish project andset the project deadline 

d. Monitor the Students and the Progress of the Project, the teacher is 

reponsible to monitor the students activity during working on the project. It is 

done by facilitating students in every process. In other words, the teacher 

works as the students’ mentor. It is necessary to make a rubric to record every 

important activity. 

e. Assess the Outcome, an assessment done by the teacher to assist the teacher 

measuring the project accomplishment. The students take a role in evaluating 

the students, provide a feedback on the level of understanding the students 

have already possessed. 

f. Evaluate the Experience, at the end of the learning process, the students and 

the teacher perform a reflection on the activity and the project that has been 

done. The reflection is done individually or in a group. 

 


