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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, research problem, purpose 

of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of the 

key terms.  

1.1 Background of Study 

Curriculum is one of important parts in education since it becomes the 

guideline in learning process. It is defined as a means of achieving specific 

educational goals and objectives (Su, 2012). In Indonesia, the curriculum has been 

changed for several times, its most current curriculum is named Curriculum 2013 

(K-13),K-13 is the revised version of its previous version, The School- Based 

Curriculum (KTSP). K-13 aims at encouraging students in observing, questioning, 

associating, and experimenting during teaching learning process(Anwar, 

2014)Moreover, he stated that it is a simplification and thematic-integrative 

attempt to prepare students who ready to face the future challenge. 

In implementing K-13, there are many models used in teaching and 

learning activities, one of them is called as inquiry-based learning (IBL). IBL is a 

process of seeking truth, information, or knowledge by questioning (Fauziati, 

2014, as cited in Rejeki, 2017). Kindsvatter et.al (1996, as cited in Isnaini, 2014) 

defines inquiry as a teaching method which stimulates the skill in critical thinking 

toanalyze and solve the problems systematically. Another method used in K-13 is 

Project-based learning (PJBL). According to Bell (2010), it is an innovative 

learning that allows students drive their own learning through inquiry, as well as 
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work collaboratively to research and create projects that reflect their knowledge. 

In line with the previous statement, PJBL is a teaching/learning approach which 

organizes students’ learning activities around projects and was introduced into the 

field of second and foreign language education as a way to reflect the principles of 

student-centered teaching (Hedge, 1993,as cited in Shafaei & Abdul, 2015). There 

is also a learning model called Problem-based learning. It is a teaching method 

that employs real-world problems to motivate the students’ learning process 

(Schools, 2007). It is a learning process where students use “triggers” from the 

problem case or scenario to define their own learning objectives  (Wood, 2003). 

Based on the definition of three learning models mentioned above, there is a 

similarity among these models. These models focus on the students in learning 

processes. Unlike traditional approaches that teacher-centered, these models lead 

students to learn a new knowledge independently. These models, in the process 

involve what so called as scientific approach (observing, questioning, 

experimenting, associating, and communicating). 

According to Pendidikan & Kebudayaan (2013), in K-13 teaching learning 

activities, in K-13 implementation, they use one of the three models or methods 

on its implementation. There are Discovery Learning, Project Based Learning 

(PJBL) and Problem-based Learning (PBL). 

PJBL method is supported by constructive theory. It is a theory which 

receives large support because it has a standard for the student’s ability to 

construct their knowledge or their ability based on their own experiment (Murphi, 

1997, as cited in Kamdi, 2010). On the PJBL method, the students are encouraged 

to be more active on teaching learning activity. Pendidikan & Kebudayaan (2013) 
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states that, the PJBL method is believed to be able to help the students improve 

their social ability, it is also can decrease their problems like absent on their class, 

and the problem of discipline. The students feel more confident while they discuss 

on the society. 

 However, it also has several weaknesses in the implementation. According 

to Wuryadi, (2012,December 19 as cited on kompas.com). They are several 

weaknesses of K-13. First, students who have lack of the experiment and 

information will get difficulties. Second, the probability that there might be some 

less active students on teaching learning activities. Third, there would be concern 

while the topics are given to the students in group. They could less understand the 

topics. Fourth, almost every teacher doesn’t yet understand about the mechanism 

of the implementation of K-13. 

The descriptions above show the strengths and weaknesses of K-13. Based 

on the descriptions above, it is necessary and is interesting for the researcher to 

discover how K-13 is implemented in Junior High School which is located in a 

remote area.This research was held in MTS Miftachul Ulum Puntir – Purwosari. 

The researcher selects MTS Miftachul Ulum Puntir for it is one of the junior high 

school which is located in remote area where K-13 is implemented.  

1.2 Statement of Problem  

Based on the background of study, the research problem is stated as follow 

: 

• How is the implementation of project based learning method of K-13 at 

MTS Miftachul Ulum Puntir?\ 
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1.3 Purpose of Study  

In line with the research problem, the purpose of this study is to find out 

how the implementation of Project Based Learning (PBL) in teaching English at 

MTS Miftachul Ulum Puntir. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

Based on the purpose of the study that has been described, the result of the 

study is expected to give some contribution to: 

1. English Teacher, this study is expected to be an evaluation of their teaching 

process. By the result of this study, the teacher might evaluate and reflect their 

project based learning activity and find out whether or not this method is 

effective in delivering the materials to the student. 

2. For the further researchers, this study could be used as a reference and valuable 

data in conducting similar study in the future. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

The scope of this study focused on the implementation K-13 in teaching 

English at junior high school in Purwosari – Pasuruan. The limitation of this study 

is focused in Analyze the lesson plan of project based learning at eight grade of 

junior high school 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misperception of the key terms used in this study the 

following the explanation about some terms used in this study  
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a. K-13 is the curriculum created by the Ministry of Education of Indonesia as 

the substitution for KTSP. 

b. Project Based Learning is a teaching/learning approach which organizes 

students’ learning activities around projects and was introduced into the field 

of second and foreign language education as a way to reflect the principles of 

student-centered teaching. 

 


