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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses the basic ideas related to the techniques of teaching 

English used by English teacher at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. Therefore, 

chapter I comprises research background, research problems, research objectives, 

scope and limitation, research significance, and definition of the key terms.  

 

1.1 Research Background 

As an international language, English is important to be learned because English 

becomes the one that is used to communicate between people from different 

countries in a whole world for multiple purposes; English is not only used to 

communication, but also used in international media such as television, movie, and 

etc. English serves as a mean of absorbing and developing science, administration 

and international aid, also technology and culture (Kurniawati, 2016:1). 

In Indonesia, English is taught in elementary school, junior high school and 

senior high school. As noted by Harmer (2002:1), although English is not the 

language with the largest number of native or ‘first’ language speakers, it has 

become a lingua franca. Lingua franca means communication between two speakers 

whose native languages are different from each other’s and where one or both 

speakers are using it as a ‘second language’. In other words, English is used to 

communicate between people from different countries around the world.  

In learning English, there are four fundamental skills that must be mastered by 

the learners. Those skills are; reading, speaking, writing, and listening. In learning 

process, the role of teacher is important in order to help the students master the 
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English skills. However, teaching English as a foreign language is not easy. The 

teacher will confront many challenges since English is absolutely different from our 

mother tongue. In this case the teacher has to find an appropriate technique to 

deliver the material to the students. Teaching technique is any kinds of exercises, 

activities, or devices used in the language classroom for realizing lesson objectives 

(Brown, 2000:171). The use of appropriate teaching technique is very essential in 

determining students’ achievement. As mentioned by Brown (2000:171), 

techniques is any kinds of exercises, activities, or tasks used in the language 

classroom for realizing lesson objectives. In other words, technique is any kind of 

classroom activities given by the teacher in order to deliver the knowledge to the 

students. Teaching technique is essential for the teacher as a means to transfer the 

knowledge to the students. The teacher used teaching technique to help the teacher 

in explaining or delivering the material to the students because teaching technique 

can stimulate students’ learning interest considering they will learn the material in 

different way. Especially in learning English, most students are lack of interest to 

learn it because English is unavoidably challenging to be learned since it is much 

different from our mother tongue. As noted by Thomson (2012:12), the level of 

language learners, whether participants had participated in any language teacher 

training, the types of interactions during the lesson between the teacher and students 

and teacher beliefs were all considered as possible reasons why teachers should be 

choose to employ a particular type of language or strategy and technique. That is 

why in teaching and learning process the teacher needs to use an appropriate 

technique as a means to attract students’ interest. If the teacher does not use any 

teaching technique, the students will be bored and it makes them less interested in 
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listening to the teacher’s explanation. Thus, the selection of teaching technique 

should be based on the students’ need in order to deliver the knowledge to the 

student properly. 

As the previous research which was conducted by Kurniawati (2016) in Indocita 

Foundation Singosari, she found that drilling, question and answer, and discussion 

were the teaching techniques which can be used in teaching English, especially in 

speaking because those techniques help the students to had more time to speak up 

and improve their ability in speaking. As the result, the students’ English speaking 

ability was improved. Additionally, a research which was conducted by Listiani 

(2014) that investigated the improving reading comprehension of the eighth grade 

students of SMPN 2 Abiansemal through think pair share technique found that there 

was significance improvement concerning the students’ ability in reading 

comprehension in which it improved from level low to good. In which it means that 

think-pair-share technique was an appropriate technique to help the students to 

improve their reading ability. 

Based on the background above, the researcher is interested in conducting the 

research on “The Technique of Teaching used by the English Teacher at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Malang”. The researcher chooses SMK Muhammadiyah 2 

Malang based on the researcher’s preliminary study when she was conducting 

internship, she found that the students in this school were attracted enough when 

they learn English. The students can be seen by their activities during teaching and 

learning process. In this case the researcher wants to know the technique of teaching 

English which is used by the English teacher at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang, 

and also how the teacher implements the technique itself.   
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1.2 Research Problems 

Related to the research background elaborated above, the research questions 

are formulated as follows:   

1. What are the teaching techniques used by the English teacher at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Malang? 

2. How does the English teacher implement the techniques in teaching English? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research problems formulated above, research objectives are 

presented as follows: 

1. To know the teaching techniques used by English teacher at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 

2. To know the manner of English teacher in implementing the teaching 

technique at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the teaching techniques used by the English teacher at 

vocational high school. Further, the limitation of this study goes to the techniques 

of teaching English at SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Malang in which there are 20 

students in a class as the participants. While the time duration of the teaching and 

learning process that will be investigated is 90 minutes. 
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1.5 Research Significance 

Generally, the output of this research is expected to give significant information 

to the readers of this research. Meanwhile especially, it also expected to give a new 

knowledge for English teachers, and other researchers in English education field.  

1. For the readers  

Hopefully, the result of this research will give important information about 

teaching English techniques in vocational high school.  

2. For the English teachers  

The result of this research is expected to enrich their knowledge in choosing 

appropriate techniques in teaching English for vocational high school. 

Moreover it will be used as an evaluation for their further teaching.  

3. For the next researchers 

This research can be used as a reference for their research, especially for those 

who conducting a research in the same field.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding in this study, certain key term related with 

this research are defined as follows: 

1. Teaching is any kinds of exercises, activities, or tasks used in the classroom for 

accomplishing objectives (Richards & Rogers, 2001). 

2. Teaching technique is any kinds of variety of exercises, activities, or devices 

used in the language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown, 

2000:171). 
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3. Vocational schools (SMK) is one level of education to prepare the students to 

become skillful and ready to use in the workforce after graduates (Wayan, et al. 

2013:1). 

4. Teaching English at vocational high school is a process in education world that 

prepares the students for jobs that are based on manual or practical activities, 

traditionally non-academic, and totally related to a specific occupation or 

vocation (Esthiningkrida &Munir, 2015:2). 


