
 

19 
 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The researcher elaborates the research methodology in this chapter. The 

researcher explains about research design, research setting, participant, research 

procedures, data collection, and data analysis.  

3.1. Research Design 

This study employs classroom action research. Action research is a type of 

research oriented to enact an immediate change in educational setting (Lodico, 

Spaulding, and Voegtle: 2006). It is to produce a potential change quickly because 

the researcher is carried out by educators in their own work setting. Sometimes, 

the researcher is the educator himself. Action research is based on a pragmatic 

framework which involves looking at issues or problems in teacher’s classroom or 

educational setting to see how practice can be improved. In other words, action 

research is started from problem in the teacher’s educational field.  

The aim of action research is developing innovative instructional strategy 

that can help enhance the success in the students’ learning English (Latief, 2016). 

It is the job of the teacher to provide a meaningful experience of learning English. 

Therefore, the teacher should identify the problems faced by the students and 

solve them. This is where action research plays an important role in education.  

Furthermore, Ary, Sorensen, and Jacobs (2010) identified three main 

characteristics of action research. First, the research is situated in a local context 

and focus on a local issue. Second, the research is conducted by the teacher and 
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for the teacher. Third, the result of the research is in an action or change 

implemented by the practitioner in the context. In short, action research involves 

teacher or groups of teacher in their classroom to examine common issue and is 

intended to improve classroom practice or to improve practices in school.  

3.2. Research Setting 

This action research is conducted on SMPN 5 Muhammadiyah Siliargung. 

The school is located on Jl. MT Haryono No. 42, Krajan, Siliragung, Banyuwangi. 

The study is conducted on 30 July to 11 August 2018.  

3.3. Research Participant 

In the 7 grade, there are four classes. There are exactly 245 students. Thus, 

it makes the population 245. The researcher found the vocabulary problem in the 

class 7A. In 7A, there are 35 students. In other words, the sample is 35. Among 

those 35 students, there are 14 male students, and 21 female students.  

3.4. Data Collection 

In this section, the researcher tries to explain the technique in collecting 

the data and the instrument to collect the data. Furthermore, the researcher also 

explains the procedure in collecting the data.  

3.4.1. Technique and Instrument 

The researcher makes use of two techniques to collect the data. The 

researcher wants to know that the instructional strategy can improve vocabulary 

mastery and the students’ active engagement. Therefore, for the vocabulary 

mastery domain, the researcher uses achievement test as the technique. 
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Meanwhile, for the students’ active engagement, the researcher uses observation. 

Furthermore, the researcher uses paper and pencil test as the instrument to collect 

the data for the vocabulary mastery. The researcher also uses field notes as the 

instrument to collect the data of the students’ active engagement.  

3.4.1.1. Achievement Test 

According to Ary, et. al. (2010), achievement test is used to measure 

mastery and proficiency in different areas of knowledge by presenting subjects 

with a standard set of questions involving completion of cognitive tasks. There are 

two kinds of achievement tests. They are standardized test and researcher-made 

test. The researcher uses researcher-made test because it is more suitable for the 

specific objective of the research study. The researcher-made test can be tailored 

to be content specific.  

The researcher takes and edits the vocabulary test from Sari (2017). The 

researcher uses paper and pencil test as the instrument to gather the data of 

vocabulary mastery. The test consists of twenty five multiple choice items. The 

choice consists of four options ranging from “a” to “d”. There is only one 

vocabulary test and conducted after the treatment of the instructional strategy. The 

students are asked to do the paper and pencil test in a piece of paper and given 

thirty minutes to do it. 

3.4.1.2. Observation 

The researcher uses observation to collect the data about the students’ 

active engagement. As stated above, the researcher wants to measure the students’ 

active engagement when the researcher employs Snake and Ladder Board game.  
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There are four kinds of researcher roles in observation (Ary, et. al.: 2010). They 

are complete observer, participant as observer, observer as participant, and 

complete observer. The researcher chooses to be an observer as participant. 

Because, as an observer as participant, the researcher may interact with the subject 

to establish rapport but do not really involve in the activity. The researcher has a 

help from the teacher to do the observation. The teacher’s role in the observation 

is as a collaborative partner.  

The researcher employs field notes as the instrument to gather the data in 

the observation. The researcher may make a brief note in the observation and then 

expands the notes into a field notes. There are two important parts of field notes. 

First, it is the descriptive parts. The descriptive part contains complete description 

of the setting, people, reactions, interpersonal relationship, and events. Second, 

the reflective part contains the observer’s personal feelings or impressions about 

the event, comment on the implementation of the instructional media, and 

decisions and problem.  

3.4.2. Research Procedure 

In doing action research, the researcher should do several steps. It is 

different from any other research method. Quantitative research starts from 

theory. Meanwhile, qualitative research starts from phenomena. On the other 

hand, action research starts from problem existed in the classroom setting. A 

classroom problem refers to a classroom practice that can be still improved to 

result in better learning achievement (Latief, 2016). Below, there is an action 

research spiral taken from Kemmis and McTaggert (1988). 
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From the figure 1, action research consists of cycle or repeated cycles 

(Latief, 2016).  Each cycle consists of five steps, reconnaissance, plan, action, 

observation, and reflection. Reconnaissance means that the teacher recon and find 

the problem that exist in classroom practice. Planning means the steps to prepare 

the classroom instructional strategy to be developed in the study to solve the 

instructional problem. Action means to implement the instructional strategy that 

has been planned. Observation means the process of collecting data indicating the 

criteria of success in solving the problem in the classroom. Finally, reflection 

means the process of analyzing data showing how far the instructional strategy 

solves the problem in the classroom. From the reflection also the researcher 

decides that she should conduct another cycle or not.  

In reconnaissance phase, the researcher identified the problem in the 

classroom instruction. The reconnaissance phase can be done when the teacher 

does daily teaching and learning process. The reconnaissance phase can be found 

around the teacher circumstances. The teacher should be aware of the situation in 

daily teaching and learning process.  
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Figure 1 

The Action Research Spiral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kemmis and McTaggert (1988) as cited by Latief (2012) 
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students prefer to use Bahasa Indonesia to speak the English word they do not 

know. Furthermore, the students are not motivated to follow English lesson 

because they cannot speak properly.  The students also are too passive and silent 

when the teacher explains in English. 

1. Planning 

In planning, the researcher makes general and specific planning. In general 

planning, the researcher plans the action in the cycle of action research. It means 

that the researcher plan what needs to be done in each step in the cycle or cycles 

in the action research. After the researcher identified the problem, the researcher 

plans the action, act the action, observe the action and reflect the result. Besides, 

the specific planning refers to the plan in executing the instructional strategy. The 

researcher prepares the lesson plan, instructional strategy, and evaluation that 

need to be done in the classroom. The researcher also prepares the instructional 

media, assessment instrument, the criteria of success, and the instrument to collect 

the data. 

As stated in above discussion, the researcher identified a vocabulary 

problem at the seventh grade students of SMPN 5 Muhammadiyah Siliragung. 

There are several indicators that the vocabulary problem exists in the classroom. 

The students cannot speak fluently because of limited vocabulary. Students also 

prefer using Indonesia to speak English words they do not know. They also are 

not motivated to follow English class because they cannot speak properly. When 

the teacher explained in English language, students were too passive and silent. 
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The researcher decided to employ Snake and Ladder Board game as the 

instructional strategy to improve the students’ vocabulary problem. The Snake and 

Ladder Board game consists of a hundred tiles in which certain tiles are marked 

with ladder indicated the player could jump up and snake indicated that the player 

should move down. The objective of the game is that the player reaches the top of 

the board before any other player. 

The game is filled with many different pictures. It is intended that the 

students are exposed to many vocabulary during the game. The students also are 

obligated to say the English word of the picture once the student arrives at a 

certain tile. Sometime, the researcher obliges the students to say a sentence once 

the students arrive at a certain tile. The researcher prepares seven similar Snake 

and Ladder Board game. Thus, the students can play it in a group of four. 

The researcher employs multiple choice vocabulary tests to measure the 

students’ vocabulary mastery. The test is conducted after the treatment of the 

instructional strategy. The test is a paper and pencil test. There are twenty five 

items and four options in the test.   

Then, the researcher decides that the criteria of success. The criterion of 

success is taken from the minimum mastery criterion. In the curriculum, it is 

stated that the minimum mastery criterion of every subject is 75 for the average. It 

means that if the average of posttest score is lower than 75, the criteria of success 

is not meet, the researcher should do another cycle with a revised plan. The 

researcher also decides another criterion of success. Another criterion of success 

is the students have an active engagement in the teaching and learning process.  



 

27 
 

While the students are playing, the researcher goes around the class to 

check the situation during the game. The researcher also takes field notes to 

observe the classroom situation during the treatment. That is because the 

researcher wants to observe the students’ activity during the usage of Snake and 

Ladder Board game.  

2. Implementing the Plan 

In action phase the researcher executes the lesson plan, instructional 

strategy and evaluation. The researcher uses Snake and Ladder board game to 

improve the students’ vocabulary. It focuses on the description of the 

implementation of the instructional strategy. This is the process of implementing 

the strategy to test how much the strategy can solve the classroom problems.  

3. Observing 

In observing phase, the researcher collects the data. The researcher use the 

instruments prepared to collect the data. The data can be in a form of numerical 

data or quantitative data or description data or qualitative data. The data collected 

are determined by the targeted criteria of success. This data is going to be used in 

the reflection process of whether the researcher needs to do another cycle.  

4. Reflecting 

Finally, in reflection the researcher analyzes the data. The data can be in a 

form of quantitative and qualitative. The researcher analyzes the data to identify 

whether the data obtained meets the criteria of success. If the data analyzed meets 

the criteria of success, the researcher does not need to do another cycle. However, 
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if the data does not meet the criteria of success, the researcher needs to revise the 

plan and does another cycle of the action research.  

The researcher sets several indicators as to signify that every cycle is 

successful. In cycle I, the researcher sets the indicators as: 

1. All the students should pass the minimum mastery criterion, which is a 

score of 75 in the vocabulary paper and pencil test. 

2. The students should demonstrate an active engagement in teaching 

learning process.  

However, if cycle I could not improve the students’ vocabulary, the 

researcher comes up with a revised plan that are going to be implemented in the 

cycle II. The researcher just observe and answer some students’ questions in cycle 

I, the researcher will actively engage in the cycle II. The researcher will ask 

questions to some students related to the vocabulary. The indicators in the cycle II 

are as follows. 

1. 80% of total students in the class should pass the minimum mastery 

criterion, which is a score of 75 in the vocabulary paper and pencil test. 

2. The students should demonstrate an active engagement in teaching 

learning process.  

3.5. Data Analysis 

There are two kinds of data obtained in this research. First, there is a 

numerical data obtained from the achievement test. Second, there is a verbal data 

obtained from field notes. The process of analyzing the numerical data is 

explained below.  
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1. The researcher scores the paper and pencil test.  

2. The researcher examines the average score of the students. 

3. The researcher measures the percentage of the students who pass the 

minimum mastery criterion. 

4. The researcher displays the data in a form of table and chart. 

Meanwhile, for the verbal data obtained from the observation, the 

researcher does these steps to analyze the data. 

1. The researcher does coding. In this step, the researcher gives code to 

the relevant data for the students’ active engagement. 

2. The researcher does interpreting. In this step, the researcher interprets 

the situation during the teaching and learning process that has been 

recorded in the field notes.  

3. The researcher does representing. In this step, the researcher represents 

the data in a narrative form.  

 


