
 

1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

English Independent Study (EIS) is one of the methods to learn English as 

a second language which helps the students to improve their English skill. English 

Independent Study is a strengthening of a second language to regulates the student 

to find the material outside the classroom to complete the classroom learning of 

the language (Inayati, 2016a). According to Dafei (2007), the student autonomy 

and English speaking ability have a positive relationship. In the university level 

the teacher has a role to develop students’ autonomy learning. Higgs (1992)  

explains, in the university level, teachers are to help the students to identify the 

necessity of learning and establish the students in the autonomy learning. In the 

research of foreign language education, learning autonomy has become a hot topic 

in education. Most of researchers and educators explain that learning autonomy is 

one of the important goals in teaching English in the university level (Benson, 

2007; Broad, 2006; Jiménez Raya, Martos Ramos, & Tassinari, 2017; Lamb, 

2008).  

English Independent Study (EIS) is a cure to learn English which 

establishes student capacity and they have more time to learn English outside the 

class with the instruction from the teacher (Inayati, 2015). Through the study out 

of class, the students are free to choose the media which they will learn, watch the 

western movie, YouTube, listen to music and so on. Based on the research of 

Martínez (2000), Learning Autonomy is categorized in to three characteristics as 
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follows: 1) Language learners’ attitude is the learner behave to active in their 

language study and to be responsible for the study, 2) Learning Autonomy is 

viewed as capacity that the learner can study independently through support from 

the teacher and learner training, 3) environment or context is an important point to 

develop learner autonomy through the teacher’s guidance, learning facilities and 

learning materials.   

English Independent Study (EIS) itself has positive impact in educational 

institutions. Luk (2012) mentions that in a Japanese university, the students 

improve their English skills by conducting EIS activity outside the class 

individually. Learning outside the classroom helps the students to improve their 

English skills and increase the learner's greater success of language by showing 

that it is a necessity (Guo, 2011). Furthermore, the teacher has an important role 

in developing learner autonomy by creating a supportive learning environment 

(Higgs, 1992). The objective of EIS is to complete the classroom activity and also 

to increase their general English.  

English Student Sharing Community (ESSCO) is a community that has a 

purpose to develop students speaking skill UMM students. English Student 

Sharing Community (ESSCO) has four divisions such as Scholarly Division, 

Social Division, Media and Information Division, and Community Development 

Division. The Scholarly Division has three programs such as, Weekly Sharing, 

English Day, and Comparative study that are applied to improve the ESSCO 

Members speaking skills by giving an opportunity for every ESSCO member to 

become speaker in weekly sharing and English Day program. Indirectly, that 
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program helps the students to study independently in improving their speaking 

skills. 

English Student Sharing Community (ESSCO) is a community that guides 

the member to improve their speaking skill for successful learning outcome by 

following scholarly division program. This learning helps the English students in 

completing their classroom learning on speaking class through learning 

independently without instruction from the teacher, this is referred to learning 

which does not involve direct control from the teacher or it can be called learning 

without a teacher (Scharle, 2000). Through ESSCO programs, the learner has a 

chance to solve their English language, especially in speaking skills. Out-of-class 

language learning is defined as the type of learning that occurs outside the 

classroom on students' own initiation and also involving self-instruction learning 

(Cortina Pérez & Solano Tenorio, 2013).   

In the previous study, the researchers investigated the application of EIS in 

pronunciation class and it is applied for students who followed the pronunciation 

class and then the teacher asks the student to learn independently outside the 

(Inayati, 2015). The current study, the researcher investigates the ESSCO (English 

Student Sharing Community) activity in speaking skill that the member learning 

independently without instruction from the teacher. Therefore, the students need 

how to learn the language, monitor and apply to learn so that they are able to 

obtain effective learning, Nation and Macalister’s cited in (Zamanian, Kashkouli, 

& Seddighi, 2015). 

 



 

4 
 

1.2 Research Problem  

What are the students’ perceptions of EIS in ESSCO’s programs toward 

speaking skill development? 

1.3 Research Objective 

The objective of this study is to investigate the student’s perception of the 

ESSCO Program in speaking skill development 

1.4 Research Significance 

In general, this study aims to find out the perceptions of English students 

about ESSCO Program in a university environment. In particular, this study aims 

to find out the ESSCO members' perceptions about the application of the ESSCO 

Program in an English language environment.  

There are two sides to the benefits of this research: 

1.4.1 For the English department  

Reference of English Department program, especially in speaking skill.  

1.4.2 For the Students  

Helping the English students to develop their speaking skill in more 

interesting, fun, comfortable ways.  

1.4.3 For the Teachers 

Reference to apply in speaking class activity. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the students’ perception of the ESSCO program 

in speaking skill at the English Department of Muhammadiyah Malang. This 
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study focuses only the students who involved in ESSCO Program and active in 

every program that is conducted by ESSCO. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Perception is the act of composing, recognizing, and interpreting sensory 

information to provide an overview and understanding of the environment 

(Marx, 1983). Perception in this study is the ESSCO’s members’ point of 

judgment toward ESSCO’s program in speaking skill development. 

2. ESSCO (English Student Sharing Community) is a new community that 

has the purpose to develop students speaking skills which focus only on 

English students of UMM (University of Muhammadiyah Malang). 

3. Weekly Sharing is one of the programs in ESSCO to facilitate ESSCO 

members in improving their speaking skills. 

4. Speaking is an intention that builds meaning through processing 

information receiving and producing (Torky, 2006).  


