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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter contains some sections covering background of the

study, statement of the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the

study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each section is

presented as follows.

1.1 Research Background

It is a basic reality that humans need to interact and communicate with

each other and with our environment to survive and create a well-structured

community and civilization. Interlocutor, therefore, use such tools to fulfill this

need. One of them and really essential is language. Language has a very

important function in our lives as a communication instrument. It also

represents the shape of our society's structure. It also helps society members to

build and maintain private and interpersonal relationships and to be involved in

almost every aspect of life. Language is not only a vehicle for the expression of

community distinctive thoughts, perceptions, feelings and values, it is also a

basic manifestation of social identity. Santrock (2007) concludes that language

is a form of communication, whether spoken or written, that is based on system

of symbol. It also demonstrates that language is a social phenomenon strongly

linked to society's social structure and value system.
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In addition, Holmes (1992) states that Sociolinguistics describes why

people talk differently in distinct social situations and the identification of

language's social functions and methods of conveying social significance.

Therefore, we can not separate language and society because language is what

is used for interaction and communication by the members of a specific

community. The one that related to them is linguistic varieties that demonstrate

variations in the use of English in culture, especially in such a group of speech.

Language varieties, in addition, are created by the society in order to make the

language more interesting and unique. As the result, language is continually

developed and varied.

It is clear that language style is a variation in speech from more

formal to informal one or more casual (Marjohan, 1988). Moreover, Coupland

(2007) states that language style refers to ways of speaking and how speakers

use the resource of language variation to make the meaning in social encounters.

These statements obviously describe the linguistic style as a variety used by a

speaker in social interactions from more formal to informal. Furthermore, the

style of English will differ depending on the scenario or social context in which

the language is used or a conversation is held. In official debates, state

ceremonies, graduation ceremonies, and other official occasions, a more official

or formal style will be used, while a more informal style will be more suitable

for discussion with friends, colleagues, or family and relatives.

Moreover, the researcher found the previous study dealing with

language style. Nadia (2012) found that the casual language style used in the
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primary characters “The Sisterhood of Travelling Pants 2” movie. She found

that the casual style used by the characters on that movie were mostly in shorts

sentences and were characterized by the use of ellipsis (school’s out, gotta go),

slang (boom box, ala-fricking-bama), and the use of first name or nick name in

adressing each other.

This study focuses on the language style used by the winner of

Toastmasters world champion of public speaking 2014. Which language was

used in distinct contexts compared to the past research. Furthermore, this study

was designed because Toastmasters is now a massive growing community in

the world that encourage people and its member to be more confident not only

in their public speaking but also on how we all address our opinion and how we

are gaining our leadership skill. Since Toastmaster also hold the public

speaking championship annually, Toastmasters used this event as a teaching

and inspiration platform, offering spectators with positive thinking and self-

improvement. Moreover, this club with the contestants of the championship at

the event can easily interact and adjust their language style with the audiences

and the viewers so that the atmosphere of the event becomes alive and

entertaining.

This current study is titled an analysis on language style used by the

winner of Toastmasters world champion of public speaking 2014. The reason

why the researcher prefer to choose the Toastmasters world champion of public

speaking 2014 is simply because the winner (Dananjaya Hettiarachchi) is a

truly inspirational person and has a similar journey of life to the researcher.
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Furthermore, the study was intended to investigate the kind of language styles

that was used and the characteristics of that language style itself.

1.2 Research Problems

The issues in this research are developed as follows, based on the

context of the research described by the investigator:

1. What are kinds of language styles used by the winner of Toastmasters

World Champion of Public Speaking 2014 ?

2. What are the characteristics of language styles used by the winner of

Toastmasters World Champion of Public Speaking 2014?

1.3 Research Objectives

In line with the statement of the problems that the researcher explained,

this research is intended to:

1. To investigate the kinds of language styles used by the winner of

Toastmasters world champion of public speaking 2014.

2. To describe the characteristics of language styles used by the winner of

Toastmasters world champion of public speaking 2014.

1.4 Research Significance

a. Theoretically

This study is expected to give clear description about language styles

used by the winner of Toastmasters world champion of public

speaking 2014 to the readers in order to make them easy to adapt the
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language with their community and give the contribution to the

teachers and students who want to study about language style in

Linguistics.

b. Practically

The practical results of the study are expected to provide the following

readers with useful information:

 Students. This research may enhance their understanding of

linguistic styles as one of society's linguistic variants. They can

learn about language styles from socially occurring phenomena .

 Lecturers. This study can be used in learning and teaching

sociolinguistics as an extra reference material .

 Future researchers. The result of this study can be used as a

reference and background for conducting another research in related

topics.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

This study focuses on the language styles and its characteristics

used by the winner of Toastmasters world champion of public speaking 2014

during the championship in Malaysia. In this study, the analysis is based on the

utterances produced by Dananjaya Hettiarachchi as the winner of Toastmasters

world champion of public speaking 2014. Moreover, this study is limited only

to one event of Toastmasters world public speaking championship in 2014.
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1.6 Definitions of Key Terms

In order to avoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to give definition of

key terms so that there is no ambiguity, they are as follows:

1. Language style refers to ways of speaking and how speakers use the

resource of language variation to make the meaning in social encounters

(Coupland, 2007).

2. Public speaking is the technique to communicate message or idea in front

of people in order to make the understand the information or alter

someone’s view or opinion. (Astuti, 2011).

3. Dananjaya Hettiarachchi is the 2014 World Champion of Public Speaking

1st Place Winner.

4. Toastmasters is a nonprofit educational organization that teaches public

speaking and leadership skills through a worldwide network of meeting

locations (www.toastmasters.org).


