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CHAPTER I 

 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

 To date, numbers of the study about the interference of the first language 

(L1) in the second language (L2) classroom is still continually growing in the areas 

of second language acquisition (SLA). Within the growing of these studies, some 

of affirmative works support that the judicious use of L1 provides the advantages 

of language learning process (Al-amir, 2017; Shabir, 2017). Nevertheles, another 

work which is done by Mihara  (2017), found that the use of L1 needs to be avoided 

for creating a real situations of L2 learning. Accordingly,  it can be indicated  that 

there is an inconsistency whether L1 could assist the process of second language 

learning 

On one side of the  inconsistency,  it was found that L1 can facilitate 

language learning process here in terms of three aspects (Paker & Karaağaç, 2015; 

Sali, 2014). First, a teacher uses L1 in teaching vocabulary to help students 

understand the meaning of the vocabulary. Furthermore, L1 is also used to give an 

instruction or to explain the tasks in order to avoid complaint and confusion from 

students.  For feedback, it is more understandable to use L1 (Paker & Karaağaç, 

2015). Hence, the use of L1 can simplify the L2 learning process.   

 In addition, The use of L1 gives benefits to teachers in their L2 teaching. 

Alrabah, Wu, Alotaibi, & Aldaihani (2016) argue that teachers prefer to use L1 as 

a teaching tool to manage the classroom. The teacher predominantly uses L1 for 

assisting the student’ accuracy easily such as explaining the concepts and rules of 
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grammar, giving a clear explanation of the different grammar rules in L2.  Also, 

Almost half of their participants prefer using L1 to explain the meaning of a 

passage. To sum up, L1 can be regarded as short cut way to make a complex 

language learning’s episode understandable 

 However, the use of L1 raises some concerns in terms of students’ 

motivation. The  use of L2 is mostly believe to increase the  students’ motivation. 

As Turnbull's (2001) personal experience suggests that  students are motivated to 

learn the language while the teacher uses L2 at most. In this regard, the students 

feel that they are learning so much (Leeming, 2011).  In a worse case, the overuse 

of L1  might  demotivate students as they fail to define learning for themselves and 

to get sufficient input.  

Furthermore,  it has been reported that after using L1, teachers feel guilty 

(Al-amir, 2017; Alrabah et al., 2016). By using L1, teachers feels that they provide 

less L2 exposure. This also create L1 dependency in the classroom(Pablo, 

Lengeling, Zenil, Crawford, & Goo dwin, 2011). This situation is not ideal for L2 

learning process in terms odf developing long term memory (Ortega, 2009).. 

Apart from that,  there is a case in which an extension of L1 in L2 classroom 

could hinder the language learning particularly in speaking skill and  reduces the 

exposure for students in practicing speaking skill (Yıldız, Yeşilyurt, & Karabekir, 

2017). This case emerges since both teachers and students depend on the use of L1. 

Then, they are likely overuse it (Atkinson, 1987; Mirza, Mahmud, & Jabbar, 2012).     

Based on this inconsistency of  this particular subject, a deep and relevance 

study needs to be conducted. To obtain a deep analysis of the use of L1, both 
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teachers’ and students’ perceptions have to be taken into account.  Thus, this study 

attempts to investigate the phenomenon of the use of L1 in L2 classroom 

particularly in speaking skill and also to investigate the students’ and teachers’ 

perceptions about the extension of L1 in speaking classroom where the study is 

conducted in English Language Education Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. This department vision and mission is to prepare the 

students to become professional English teacher with have Islamic values.  

   1.2 Research Problems 

 The research problems for this study are as follows: 

1. How is the use of L1 by students and teachers in the L2 speaking classroom? 

2. How is the perception of student and teacher about the use of L1 in L2 speaking 

classroom? 

3. To what extent the use of L1 in L2 classroom can help students in L2 speaking 

classsroom?   

1.3  Research Objectives 

 Based on a research problem above, the researcher attempts to reach the 

objectives below: 

1. To identify and analyze the use of L1 by student and teacher in L2 speaking 

classroom.  

2. To investigate the perception of student and teacher about the use of L1 in L2 

speaking classroom. 

3. To explore and analyze to what extent the use of L1 in L2 classroom can help 

students in L2 learning. 
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1.4 Scope and Limitation   

This work is  perception study which attemps to explore how L1 is being 

used in the L2 classroom at Indonesian university level. Both of students’ and 

teachers’ perceptions in the class is presented in this study. This study will also 

analyze to what extent the use of L1 in L2 classroom.  

 There are some limitations of this study. This study will be conducted at one 

particular private university in Indonesia namely Univeristy of Muhammadiyah 

Malang at English Language Education Depratment. Both teachers who already 

taught speaking and students who were in  academic year 2018, 2017 and 2016 are 

involved on this study. In order to analyze the L1 use in the L2 classroom at 

university level context, this study will be conducted for about seven meetings 

 1.5 Research Significance 

 The significance of this study is described as follows. 

1.5.1 English Teacher 

The result of this study will raise L2 teacher awareness about the use of L1 

in L2 classroom. This study is expected to give English teachers insight into how 

L1 is used judiciously in some episodes in the classroom. Furthermore, within the 

result of this study, it may build teachers’ understanding about the advantages and 

the disadvantages of L1 in L2 classroom.  

1.5.2 Research in the Field 

This study will contribute to knowledge about the use of L1. In terms of the 

advantages or the disadvantages of using L1 in L2 classroom. Further, it will 

increase research awareness of L1 use in the L2 classroom. This research also 
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introduces the issues of using of L1 in the L2 classroom in Indonesian context to 

the international environment. Furthermore, this research can also be a reference 

for similar research in the field. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term  

First Language (L1)  

 As the context of Yıldız, Yeşilyurt, & Karabekir (2017) study, L1 is a 

language instruction in the L2 classroom. In this study, the language instruction 

which is being investigated is bahasa and local language. 

Second Language (L2)  

 The second language refers to the language that is learned after acquiring 

the first language. It refers to English for Second Language (ESL) and English for 

Foreign Language (EFL) (Ortega, 2009). 

Second Language Acquisition 

 Second Language Acquisition is the field of the study about how language 

is being acquired. The study’s scopes of the Second Language Acquisition are the 

anxiety and motivation learning which can be assesed from their perception 

(Krashen, 1981; Ortega, 2009). 

Perceived Effectiveness 

 Perceived Effectiveness is defined as the sense or sight of the user of an 

system in one environment (Weerakkody, Jenssen & Dwivedi, 2009).  
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