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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

Teaching means didactic process which contain participation from the 

teacher/lecture and students. Teaching is a learning process which involves both 

teacher and students. It means teaching is helping or showing students to learn 

how to do something, giving instruction, providing with informations or 

knowledges, guiding in studying something (Lesiak, 2015). 

One of the important elements to do communication is speaking (Richard 

& Renandya, 2002). Speaking is way to transfer information or knowledge 

between speaker and listener. Through speaking, we can express and share our 

idea, opinion, and feeling to our speaker.  

In teaching speaking, many difficulties which sometimes can make it 

become a problem for the teacher. For example, there is psychological problem as 

one of the kinds of problem in teaching speaking process (Arifin, 2017). It means 

there are many kinds of problem faced by the teacher and psychological problem 

as one of the problems faced by the teachers.  

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) refers to the subject of study or 

learning process which is English as a second or foreign language where the goal 

is the student can use English in a particular field or domain (Paltridge & 

Starfield, 2013). It means ESP has specific purpose to the learner which can make 

them use English in specific field for example English for Nurse, English for 

Business, and English for Engineering. 
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Student in particular domain usually only focuses on their specific course. 

For example, in Mechanincal Engineering Department, student in there only 

focuses on subject which focuses about Mechanical Engineering, so the ESP 

teacher may have problem to teach speaking there. In foreign language teaching, 

transfer the material and make the learner can use the language is one of the basic 

problems (Bygate, in Istanto: 2007). So, teacher must prepare a lot of good 

materials from any sources before they start their learning process. Teacher must 

have good strategies to deliver their material. Every strategies have weakness and 

strength when it is applied in learning process. 

The problems is not only faced by students but teacher also face the 

problems when they teach their students. From the previous study, Nanang Istanto 

(2017) with his thesis title “Teachers’ Problem on Teaching Speaking Skill in 

Agriculture Class at The Eleventh Grade of SMK N 1 Kedawung Academic Years 

2016/2017” found some problems in teaching speaking. For example, the student 

feel nervous to speak up and afraid to speak up. Therefore teachers get problem to 

transfer the material and improve their skill. In this study, the researcher tries to 

get problems faced by teacher because the condition and problems are different 

between teaching speaking in the Vocational School and teaching speaking in the 

University. Problem will be collected by interview and observation some classes 

in Mechanical Engineering Department. Hence, the researcher takes a title 

“Problems on Teaching Speaking Faced by ESP Teachers of Mechanical 

Engineering Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang” as his thesis 

title.  
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1.2 Research Problems 

From the background of the study stated, the researcher formulates the 

questions as follows:  

1. What kinds of the problem faced by the teacher in teaching ESP 

Speaking to Mechanical Engineering Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang?  

2. How does the teacher overcome the problems to teach ESP Speaking in 

Mechanical Engineering Department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang?  

1.3 Research Objectives 

In accordance with the research problem, this study aims:  

1. To find out kinds of problems that faced by ESP teacher on teaching ESP 

Speaking in Mechanical Engineering Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To find out the solutions by ESP teacher to solve the problems on 

teaching ESP Speaking in Mechanical Engineering Department at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Scope and limitation 

The limitation of this research will be limited in Mechanical Engineering 

students in D class on ESP II. There are twenty one students in D class of 

Mechanical Engineering Department. In addition, the scopes of this research are 

problems faced by the ESP teacher in teaching speaking. 
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1.5 Research Significance 

After learning and analyzing the problems, the researcher expects that this 

study gives contributions both theoretical and practical benefits. Theoretically, the 

results of the study will give contribution to the teacher of speaking subject 

especially in ESP program.  

Practically, this research gives contribution to the ESP teacher and future 

researchers. For ESP teacher, the research findings are expected to provide the 

solution of problems in teaching ESP Speaking. For future researcher, the 

research findings are expected to provide the reference in order to conduct the 

further research. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

According to the title of this thesis, the researcher presents the definition 

of key terms that will be used to make the readers easy to understand.  

1. English for Specific Purposes (ESP)  

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) refers to the subject of study or learning 

process which is English as a second or foreign language where the goal is the 

student can use English in a particular field or domain. It means the goal of 

teaching ESP is to make students in particular domain, such as Mechanical 

Engineering student, International Relation student, and others can speak English 

according to their domain (Paltridge & Starfield, 2013). It means ESP has specific 

purpose to the learner which can make them use English in specific field for 

example English for Nurse, English for Business, and English for Engineering. 
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2. Teaching  

Teaching defined as didactic process which contain participation from the 

teacher/lecture and students. Teaching is a learning process which involves both 

teacher and students (Lesiak, 2015). 

3. Speaking 

Speaking is the tool which learners can communicate with others to achieve 

certain goals or to express their idea, hopes and point of view (Torky, 2006). 

4. Problem 

Problem is something that wants to remove and can inhibit people (Prayitno, in 

Istanto: 2007). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


