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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the aspects dealing with the introduction. Those aspects 

are:  background of study, statement of problem, objectives of study, significance 

of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. For deeper explanation, 

those sections are presented as follows. 

1.1 Research Background 

In exploring ideas about what literature is, it is useful to look at some of the 

things that literature does. According to Napitupulu (2010), literature means writing 

which can be interpreted as a work of art, it also refers to compositions that tell 

stories, dramatization, situations, express emotions, analysis and supporters. In 

other words, literature is something that reflects the society and allows us to enjoy 

language and beauty, it can be didactic, and it reflects on “the human condition”. 

Novel is a picture of real life and manners and of the time in which it was 

written (Stanford, 2003:35). Meanwhile, Napitupulu (2010) says that Novels can 

describe characters and actions that represent real life related to human life, desire 

or ambition, joy, sadness, feelings, thoughts, selfishness and much more. In short, 

novel is a long prose narrative that describes fictional or real characters and event 

in the form of sequential story with a great amount of detail on every page. The 

effect of this detail is that the readers can recognize the complex reality of a 

character or event in the story. 

Thus, in completing this study, the writer choses ‘The Martian’ novel to be 

analyzed. This novel is science fiction novel written by Andy Weir. It was originally 
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self-published in 2011; Crown Publishing purchased the rights and re-released in 

2014. The was initiated by an American astronaut, Mark Watney, who was stranded 

alone on Mars and must improvise in order to survive. The novel mainly tells about 

the struggle of Mark Watney as the main character who a botanist and mechanical 

engineer, stranded on Mars after the Ares III mission crew was forced to evacuate 

their landing site in Acidalia Planitia because of the intense dust storm with strong 

winds, Mark Watney was pierced by an antenna during the evacuation and believed 

to have been killed. The injury proved relatively small, but without a way to contact 

Earth, Mark Watney had to depend on his own resources. 

Therefore, ‘The Martian’ is chosen because this novel tells the story in detail 

which makes the scientific story and the science seems more viscous or real than 

the impression of fiction. The writer chooses Mark Watney’s survival as the topic 

that will be analyzed because his survival is can be taken as the moral value in 

which we have to keep struggling even if we are in a very bad time and no one can 

help us, because the possibilities of achievement are always there for those who 

keep fighting. 

Survival itself means extensive systems designed to bail us out in times of 

emergency (Vlessides et al. 2008:3). Survival is also can be defined as the 

‘‘unconditional affirmation’’ of life and the pleasure of living, and it is the hope of 

“surviving” through the traces left for the living (Fassin, 2010). In other words, 

survival is the effort of us to leave the emergency times as it is hoped to live better.  

Thus, the struggles of Mark Watney to survive on Mars in the novel ‘The 

Martian’ will be elucidated in detail in this study. 
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1.2 Research Problems 

 Based on the explanation of background study and scope of study above, the 

writer formulates the problems as follows: 

1. How does Mark Watney’s struggle to survive on Mars? 

2. How does he overcome his problems during his stay on Mars? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based of statements problem, the main objective in this research are as follow: 

1. To analyze Mark Watney’s struggles to survive on Mars 

2. To investigate Mark Watney’s manners to solve his problem during his stay on 

Mars. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope in this study is on investigating on the object that is ‘The Martian’ 

novel written by Andy Weir. Thus, the limitation of this study is the struggles of 

Mark Watney to survive on mars and also his manners to solve his problem during 

he was stranded on Mars. 

 

1.5 Research Significances 

Actually, this research has several significances: 

1. Theoretically, this research is expected can be an additional reference for those 

who are interested in learning or conducting a research on literature especially 

in novel specifically ‘The Martian’ novel.  
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2. Practically, this study is also expected to become an additional information and 

enlarge lecturers’ knowledge in which it facilitates them to teach prose or 

literature especially about novel. 

 

1.6 Definitions of Key Terms 

In order to avoid some misunderstanding about certain words in this study, the 

writer tries to explain some definitions as follows:  

1. Novel can portray characters and actions which represent of real life dealing 

with human life, passion or ambition, thought, desire joy, feeling, sadness, 

egoism and many related to human life (Napitupulu, 2010). 

2. Survival means extensive systems designed to bail us out in times of emergency 

(Vlessides et al. 2008:3). 

3. Mark Watney is the main character on ‘The Martian’ novel that has been 

stranded on Mars after the crew of the Ares III mission were forced to evacuate 

their landing site in Acidalia Planitia due to an intense dust storm with a high 

wind. Mark Watney must strive at his best in order to survive during he lived 

on mars.  

4. The Martian novel is a science fiction novel written by Andy Weir. It was 

originally self-published in 2011; Crown Publishing purchased the rights and 

re-released in 2014. The story. was initiated by an American astronaut, Mark 

Watney, who was stranded alone on Mars and must struggles in order to survive.   

 

 

 


