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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter covers the research background, research problems, research 

significances, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.  

1.1  Research Background 

Language is a tool of human communication. Wardhaugh (2006) stated, 

language is something prominent in the group of societies’ speaks. It means that 

language is special for society that refers to what they speak. According to Herk 

(2012), believes that language is an object of social that has meaning and power 

by the speaker’s participation in language, using group. In other words, language 

is a representation of the speaker’s involvement in a particular group that gives 

meaning and power to the speakers toward language.  

Language has variety, but it has differences in many ways. Its varieties are 

depending on the speaker and the situation where they are speaking (Fasold, 

2006). According to Wardhaugh (2006), the speaker of the particular language 

speaks with different dialect of that language. It emphasizes that there is 

possibility that the user of language can produce the variety of dialect, or even 

speaking in different dialect instead of the existing dialect of a language. From 

(Wirahadi et al, 2016) notify the types of language variation, which are jargon, 

code switching, colloquial, dialect, and slang. One of them, which are very 

interesting to conduct a research, is slang.   

Slang is non-standard English words or phrases, which are produce by a group 

of society in which they use it to express the particular ideas. According to Eble 
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(1996) stated, slang is ordinary word of phrases that common speaker used to 

strengthen the social identity or unification to the trend or fashion that happened 

in society. It means that slang word or phrase become a trend in group of society. 

Slang words also often used rather than the standard language. Furthermore, the 

tendency of slang practically more uses for solidarity, humor, fun and intimacy 

(Gemilasari et al, 2013).   

Every word has step of forming. We can produce the language by 

consideration of how the words are forming. In short, it called as word formation. 

Word formation is the process of how the new words are formed, as in the 

etymology, the words are come from Greek, and has many ways that new words 

can enter the language (Yule, 2010). According to Blatt (2008), stated that word 

formation is the part of linguistic, which is related to the word or the basic units of 

language. It means that, word formation cannot be separated from linguistics 

because it explains how any words are formed.  

As follow up of the opinions above, it draws out the researcher in analyzing 

slang. American slang shows us the diversity through their cultural products such 

as American movie. As Zhou and Fan (2013), stated that the used of American 

slang is large and increasingly influence the daily American slang discourse. It 

means that slang words are almost spoken in American daily conversation. Slang 

words can be found in “The DUFF” movie. This movie tells about a girl named 

Bianca Piper used to be bullied and called as the DUFF (Designated Ugly Fat 

Friend) by her friends just because she is not good looking than her two best 

friends. She found the truth, and seceding from that label by demanded the dating 
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advice from Wesley Rush. However, she affectively have crush on him. This 

research only sees from the participants of this movie are Bianca Piper the lead of 

the main character played by Mae Whitman, and the one who got the label as the 

DUFF. Wesley Rush played by Robbie Amell, the one who helped Bianca Piper 

to find her self- confidence. Lastly, Madison Morgan played by Bella Thorne, the 

one who was the label makers towards Bianca Piper.  

The researcher used this movie because there a lot of slang words, and it has 

been used with different purposes. The characters also often use non-

understandable words, and make confusion to interpret what it means. Therefore, 

by understanding American slang, we can get closer to the American culture, and 

it benefits the reader to differ between the standard and non-standard language. 

The recent study about word formation process of slang found in short story of 

teenager magazines Aneka Yes, found that the coinage process are dominant in 

their research. However, they did not research about kinds of slang, which is 

important to know the features of slang word, and the usage of slang word 

(Gemilasari et al, 2013). Another research by Meinawati, et all (2019) found that 

there are 31 slangs, however it varied from sociological properties, which is the 

social factor that influence the usage of slang used by the characters in step up 2 

streets movie. Accordingly, the researcher, conduct this research to serve the 

finding slang as a reference to make the readers’ vocabulary is enhancing toward 

American slang. Moreover, the researcher wanted the readers can learn more how 

the slangs are formed, and to avoid the misunderstanding what the movie intended 
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to. Therefore, the output of this research is to know the features and the usage of 

slang by classifying the slang into word formation process and its types.  

1.2 Research Problems  

Based on the focus of research above, the research problems are: 

a. What are types of slang used by the main characters in “The DUFF” 

movie? 

b. What are the words formation process of slang found in “The DUFF” 

movie?  

1.3 Research Purposes 

The purposes of this research are:  

1. To know the types of slang words used by the main characters in “The 

DUFF” movie. 

2. To know how the slang words for formed that used by the main characters 

in “The DUFF” movie.  

1.4 Research Significances 

This research aims to give theoretical and practical contribution to the body of 

knowledge of any stakeholder such us lecturers, students, and civil society. For 

practical value, the learner can produce the slang words with several types of 

slang, and to know word formation processes of slang. It is benefit for them who 

are non-native speaker of English to interpret what the movie means. For 

theoretical value, this research can be a reference for the researchers who conduct 

the same research.  
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1.5 Scope and Limitation  

This research analyze about the slang word on the script of “The DUFF” 

movie. This movie is the product of American because the teenagers in American 

frequently used slang on their daily life. Especially in this movie, mostly the 

teenagers used slang, and it can cause misunderstanding about the actual meaning 

of their conversation.  

This research limits only for the main characters, which are (1) Bianca Piper, 

(2) Wesley Rush, and (3) Madison Morgan, because they are who the most 

appeared in the movie, the most shown to produce slang words, and tends to make 

the story happened. The slang words collected from the script of “The DUFF” 

movie found on (https://www.subscene.co.in).  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

There are several definitions of key terms below: 

1. Movie 

Movie is famous entertainment product, which is produced, and traded by 

the big commercial studio, Barsam and Monahan (2010). 

2. Word Formation  

Word formation is how the words made in order to and accepted the used 

of different form of words, Yule (2010). 

3. Slang 

Slang is a new and unfamiliar word that makes a dispute, 

misunderstanding, pretended misunderstanding between nations or all 

generations, Coleman (2012). 

https://www.subscene.co.in/
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4. Main character 

Main character is the most important in the plot, mostly make something 

happen or many stories happen to them, Barsam and Monahan (2010). 


