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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter provides research background, problems, objective, scope and 

limitation, significance, and definition of key term. Each aspect has a detail 

explanation which is supported by the trusted theoritical source.  

1.1 Research Background 

Learning English is very important, especially speaking. First, when we 

are learning English, we will have extensive knowledge of the language. People 

with good speaking ability will easy to communicate with others when they are 

abroad. Second, the English language is the international language, when someone 

master speaking ability, they will have more self-confidence to speak with native 

speaker around the world. Third, speaking can espouse other language skill 

(Torky, 2014). It means that speaking helps the development of reading, the 

development of writing and the development of listening. When the students can 

speak English, they will have a comprehension of achievement.  

Speaking skill has always been concidered as the most essential skill to be 

mastered for various reasons (Nazara, 2011). First, the teaching approaches and 

methods of teaching have long been the main focus of research and language 

teaching conferences. Second, a large number of course English books and 

conversations, audio and videos continue to be published. They define fluency as 

the ability to speak to others, more than the ability to write, read, or understand 

spoken language. In addition, many learners regard that speaking ability as the 
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measure of knowing a language. At present, the need for mastery of speaking in 

English has increased dramatically, because it strengthens the position of English 

as a language for international organizations. It has a function as the main gate to 

get a better job, etc. So, the learners assume that speaking as the most important 

skill they can acquire. 

However, many students get difficulty in speaking. This is because they 

learn English only in formal institution not in daily life so they have time to 

practice English speaking only in the school. Besides, many students were 

reluctant to participate and afraid when express their idea orally. Speaking is the 

most difficult skill for English foreign learners. It was supported by Hosni (2014), 

who said that speaking skill is recognized as a hard skill to master. In addition, 

Tran (2012) , language learning has some factors that constribute to students 

speaking problem, these factors are derived from linguistic and psychological 

perspective. He defined three linguistics problems they are less of vocabulary, the 

pronunciation, the correct grammar. In addition, he also discussed about the 

psychological problems namely; lack of confidence and worried of making 

mistakes. 

Similar cases were also found in other schools. For example, a research 

conducted by Swary (2014), entitled, Students problems in learning speaking 

English at the second grade of SMPN 1 Talaga. The ability possessed by the 

student was low. Most of them were unable to speak Englishg fluently. 

Observation, interview and documentation were used to collect data. The 

population of this research was students at SMPN 1 Talaga, but the researcher 
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only took VIII B as the sample of this study. Speaking tests were carried out 

during the study. This test included various aspects such as 

pronunciation,vocabulary, grammar, and fluency. Teachers’documents of students 

speaking score used as data triangulation. The result of the speaking test was very 

low, only 8 students got the score above 50 and the others got less than 50. From 

the teachers’ document, it found only 9 students scored above 70. The conclusion 

taken by the researcher was the students have difficulties in speaking ability, 

especially in the lack of vocabulary.  

The previous research was conducted by Ismi (2016), entitled, An analysis 

of students difficulties in speaking English at the eleventh grade students of MA 

AL Muslimin Tegal academic year 2015/2016. This research used descriptive 

qualitative method. The data was dealing with students’conversation, interview, 

and documentation. The method of collected the data was observation, audio 

recording, questionnare and interview. After circulating the questionnares, 

problems in learning speaking found by the researcher. Based on the data, 85.2% 

students had limited vocabulary, then 81.5% indicated that students were nervous 

to speak in front of the class. Almost 76% of the students were afraid of making 

mistakes when they speak. The population of this research was 54 students of the 

eleventh grade of the students at MA AL Muslimin. The researcher said that the 

students difficulties in speaking because they had lack of practicing their English 

with their teacher. 
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Other previous research conducted by Afisa (2015), investigeted, the 

students’difficulties in speaking at the tenth grade of SMAN 1 Sine in 2014/2015 

academic year. The descriptive qualitative used as a method in this research. The 

subject of this research was the English teacher and the tenth grade students of 

SMAN 1 Sine. Observation, recording, and interview were used to collect data. 

The difficulties in learning speaking that have been found by researcher are: the 

students got the difficulties in their structure and grammar, they were lack in 

vocabularies, the student also lack of confidence in speaking English because they 

were afraid to choose wrong words. 

The preliminary data was taken by interviewing one of the English teacher 

at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The result of this interview is the teacher 

revealed that speaking scores is the lowest among other skills. Only 5% from 57 

students at MA Muhammadiyah 1  Malang are able to speak English and for the 

other students are still getting afraid to speak in front of the class. From the 

explanation above, the writer wants to investigate the linguistic difficulties of 

speaking skill faced by the students at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang.  

 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study above mentioned, the research 

question is what are the linguistic difficulties in speaking faced by Eleventh of 

grade students at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 
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1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the research problem, the purpose of this research is to 

investigate the linguistic difficulties in speaking faced by the Eleventh grade of 

students at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on students’ linguistic difficulties in English speaking. 

In addition, this study is limited to only in the Eleventh grade of the students MA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang in academic year 2018/2019. Eleventh grader were 

chosen in this research because they have a lowest score in speaking rather than in 

reading and writing. The difficulties of writing faced by the eleventh graders also 

never been investigated in this school. 

1.5 Research Significance 

After this research has been completed, the researcher expects that this 

study can give constribution to the following: 

1.5.1 For the Teacher 

Upon knowing the problems in learning speaking, they can use this study 

as their self-reflection of their own teaching techniques. It is used to improve the 

students understanding and increase the students ability in speaking. Not only 

that, the teacher can also collaborate with the other subject teachers to improve 

their teaching technique in order to solve the difficulties. 
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1.5.2 For the Teacher Candidate 

Before the candidates of teachers become the real teacher, they will know 

what the student difficulties in speaking are. They can use this study for the 

preparation and reference to choose an effective way in teaching process. 

1.5.3 For the Headmaster 

The Headmaster is responsible for organizing and controlling the school. 

By knowig the problem, it can help the headmaster to make plans for new 

program which can minimize those linguistic problems. It can be beneficial for the 

Headsmaster to modify the program that already existed. Hopefully, the new 

program will produce the good progress to solve the problem of the students. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

To get a definitive understanding of the concepts of this research, the 

following definition are: 

a. Linguistic difficulties  

Linguistic problems are derived from human language factors, including 

sounds, words, and grammar rule. Moreover, Thurmair and Ag (2000), 

stated that some linguistic problems arise not only influence the system of 

language itself, but also a concern in pure mophology. 

b. Speaking 

Speaking is the activity between two people who exchanged ideas, opinion 

and feelings to get information. Futhermore, Nazara (2011) , points out 

that speaking is a specific oral discourse that expressed in social and 

involved for social purposes and is in a social contexts. 


