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CHAPTER II 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter presents review of related literature which is based on relevant 

theories. It covers teaching technique, mind mapping, writing, teaching writing, and 

descriptive text. 

 

2.1 Teaching Technique 

There are many various techniques which are used by the teacher in the 

process of teaching and learning. Teaching technique is needed to make 

improvement in education system. It has to be improved to make teaching learning 

seems interesting and effective. It could maintain students’ motivation and 

development in teaching and learning process. According to Brown (2007), 

technique is specific classroom activities that is planned and done on purpose to 

meet the objectives or goal of learning. Nowadays, technique is appropriated to 

teaching requirements. Some common techniques are about to generate ideas and 

thought, such as listing idea, mind mapping, and note taking. 

 

2.2 Mind Mapping 

Nowadays, the teachers have to develop their competence and capability in 

bridging the differences thinking and attitude of the students in the classroom. This 

diversity is able to create a positive environment and lead the teacher to get more 

effective technique in teaching, if they are capable to manage the students and 
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classroom well. According to Murley (2007), mind mapping was developed as an 

effective method for helping in generating ideas. It is a graphic organizer in which 

the central ideas develop to be the main topic and sub-topic is being the branch 

which connect to the main point. It can be used to help in generating ideas, taking 

notes, organizing thinking, and developing the concepts (Murley, 2007; Siriphanic 

& Laohawiriyano, 2010; Al-Jarf, 2011). In other words, it is being one of effective 

techniques for teaching language that helps the teacher connect and combine 

multiple words that related to the main topic. 

According to Buzan (2006), mind mapping is a graphic representation of 

ideas or thought. It means that mind mapping is primary tool used for stimulating 

thought that shows some ideas which connect and relate with the main topic. Buzan 

defined that mind mapping is an expression of clear ideas and being an important 

universal key to unlock the potential ability in critical thinking.   It is making a note 

before writing about a topic and developing those ideas appropriate what they think 

in their mind, then organize it systematically. It can be said that mind mapping can 

give a way and help to start writing. It can reduce difficulties in starting writing task 

by giving students an organizing technique to help them started. Several writers 

have been discussed about the benefits of mind mapping (McGriff, 2000; Buzan, 

2007; Edward, 2011). They believe that mind mapping can balancing the brain, 

helping to organize thoughts, improving the creativity, speed up learning and 

remembering.  

Dawson et al. (2005) state that as the first stage of the process in writing, mind 

mapping is being a prewriting method and help to explore ideas. “Prewriting helps 

us to get our ideas on paper, though not usually in an organized form, and 
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brainstorm thoughts that might eventually make their way into our writing” 

(Dawson et al., 2005).   

Some people, including students claim writing is difficult. They are difficult 

in expressing their ideas in written form, so they have to find the keyword first. 

Mind mapping is being one of ways that can help to solve this problem. In applying 

this technique, the teacher can stimulate students’ mind using mind mapping before 

they write and develop ideas in form of outline. Then, the students can start to write 

by seeing their outline. 

The procedure of employing mind mapping in the classroom is as follows 

(Hedge, 2005):  

a. Describe or demonstrate the steps to the students;  

b. Present the topic/material that the students have to grab;  

c. Ask to make mind mapping by writing a list of terms or phrases as a supporting 

detail that express main topic;  

d. Guide them to developed the main concept and ask to add some new ideas which 

is related with the topic/material; 

e. Ask the students to start writing it down into the diagram of mind mapping;  

f. Give any necessary suggestions to the students when they are working on it. 

 

2.3 Writing 

As it was seen, writing is one of communication way. In the real life, written 

form is used in communicating because we want to inform others by giving 

narrating/describing/explaining about something or persuade our readers by 

arguing for or against something. We need to get our readers’ expectations towards 
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our writing for successful communication. We are also aware of readers’ 

expectations. Writing is an act or art of forming letter on the suitable medium to 

record and communicate the ideas which characters and words express. Writing is 

as one of four language skills that considered as a difficult skill because the 

researcher should fulfill some aspects of writing such as content, organization, 

purpose, vocabulary, punctuation and spelling in balance way. 

Harmer (2004) states that “writing is a way to produce language and express 

idea, feeling, and opinion”. So, in other words, writing is a form to express feeling 

by using written form. Writing is a form of language which is being a way to express 

feeling in written form. It gives information which cannot deliver in spoken form. 

The problem which common appear in writing are vocabulary mastery, 

grammatical rule/structure of the sentence, spelling of each words, and the 

coherence of among sentences.  

Similarly like the other skills, writing is purposive as a kind of communication. 

We write because we want to inform our reader about an occurrence or our views 

on a given topic, etc. The students should have a clear purpose because it is 

important before they start to writing the task. The selection of appropriate 

information is being another one of the requirements in writing. Amount and kind 

of information that have to write depend on the context. Accordingly, the writer has 

to provide the reader with the appropriate context as a guide to the correct 

interpretation. 

Hedge (2005) states that writing is more than producing accurate and complete 

sentences and phrases, it is about guiding students to produce one of communication 

way, then link and develop information, ideas or arguments for the readers. 
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Therefore, effective writing requires several things, such as organization and 

structuring of ideas, information and arguments. Besides, accuracy of information, 

right grammar, a careful choice of vocabulary and sentence structure take important 

role in producing a good paragraph or text. 

 

2.4 Teaching Writing 

Teaching writing is not simple as teaching another language skill because it has 

set of rules. Teaching how to write correctly have a big impact to the students. When 

teaching writing, the teachers have to select the appropriate source and support 

related to the material to help students in learning how to write well. Teaching 

writing is not an easy job, especially for Indonesian students who learned English 

as foreign language. The students need more time to think. Teaching English 

writing has been a challenge for the teacher. The teachers have to master the 

competence in writing, capability in applying teaching approaches, methods or 

techniques and it has to appropriate to the context of material and students’ focus. 

In teaching writing, the teacher has to guide the students in transferring their 

ideas in written form. This is supported by Brown (2000) who admitted that 

“teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn and 

setting the conditions for learning”. Moreover, it is added by Brown who said that 

teaching writing should be concerning on the process of writing, helping students 

in pre-writing, drafting and re-writing, giving students time to write, discovering 

the students want to write, giving feedback to the students and discussing during 

the process of writing. The low exciting students in writing is being one of 

difficulties which is faced in teaching writing. So, it is important for the teacher to 
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know how to teach writing English that makes students enjoy and interest in 

teaching learning process. 

 

2.5 Descriptive Text 

There are many types of English text which have to know, such as narrative, 

recount, explanation, exposition, descriptive, procedure, report, etc. In this research, 

researcher focus in one type of English text that is descriptive text. It is chosen and 

adjusted to the curriculum which is used by the school. 

Mind mapping technique is trusted as the writing technique that will be 

suitable and useful to be applied in several kinds of texts. Descriptive text is the 

simplest type of academic writing process which provides details of facts and 

information on different topics related to the real life. According to Oshima and 

Hogue (2007) said that descriptive writing appeals to the five senses; it tells about 

something look, feel, smell, taste, and/or sound. So, it will help the reader to 

imagine and apprehend well. In other words, a particular person, place or thing is 

described in details in this composition. The description tells the object as the way 

it is without being influenced by the writers’ personal opinion. Through the words, 

writing a descriptive text is a way of picturing images verbally in written form in 

showing the description of the real images. By reading a descriptive text, the reader 

is expected to feel that they read the description like they see it in a real. According 

to Friedman (2010) stated that descriptive details mean to grab the reader’s 

attention. 

The social function of descriptive text is to describe a characteristic for 

person, place, or thing in detail. According to Blaylock (2006) stated that in 
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descriptive text, you are writing about what a person, place, or thing is like. 

Pardiyono (2006) said that descriptive text is about description of something or 

someone that consist of characteristics.  

According to Marta (2005), the generic structure of descriptive text has two 

parts, those are (1) identification: identifies the subject to be described; (2) 

description: describing parts, qualities, and characteristics of the person, place or 

thing. The writer can describe, picture, place, human, or thing the other. There are 

also some language features in descriptive text. According to Grace (2007) there 

are several language features use in descriptive text, those are (1) using simple 

present tense; (2) use linking verb; (3) use adjective and compound adjectives; and 

(4) use of degree comparison. 

 


