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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of study, statements of the problem, 

hypothesis, purpose of study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key term. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is an important device which is used to communicate other. By 

using language, people can talk and understand each other. We can understand 

what other people thought, said, and heard accordingly. English is being lingua 

franca, in other word English takes a main role as an international language which 

is used by people around the world to communicate with people from different 

country who have different languages.  

The teaching of English in Indonesia is directed to develop students’ 

competence in four main language skills, those are listening skill, speaking skill, 

reading skill, and writing skill. All of skills need technique in teaching learning 

process. According to Brown (2001), technique is any exercise, activities, and 

tasks which is used in the classroom to meet the objectives or goal of learning. 

There are many various techniques which can be used by the teacher and learner. 

It aims to make an effective and interesting teaching learning process. Teaching 

learning process will be monotone and boring if it does not use appropriate 

technique. One of those popular techniques is mind mapping which was invented 

and developed by Tony Buzan in 1970s. Mind mapping technique can be used in 
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every aspect of life where improve learning and clearer thinking. It gives us an 

effective way to improve our study and memory skill. A study conducted by 

Boyson (2009) stated that more than 80% of students agreed that mind mapping 

might help them to remember information. In addition, from the previous research 

which was done by Gonough, Keren; Woods and Robin (2002) as cited in Yandy, 

D. A. (2011) it shows that student perceived mind mapping as an entertaining and 

interesting way in learning. It fostered student motivation in learning. 

Moreover, Ching (2004) as cited in Saraswati, M. (2013) admitted that 

mind mapping can be used to help students to generate and organize ideas about a 

topic. It is effective in helping the students see the relationship among concept or 

topic. Those concepts or topics can be connected with labelled arrows in 

downward-branching hierarchy structure. So, it can help students to develop their 

idea by drawing the concept, then develop and write it into a sentence and text 

systematically. They also are expected to write and explore the details well. It is in 

line with Buzan’s definition (2006) that mind mapping is a primary tool used for 

stimulating thought that shows some ideas which are connected with the main 

topic. Even more, mind mapping is interpreted as a graphic or drawing which is 

made from the general to the specific topic or words.  

In academically speaking from four language skills, writing is one of the 

four major language skills that needs to be mastered by language learner. As one 

of language skill in education, writing will never be left. The capability in writing 

take important role in our international community. Writing is interpreted as the 

written form that using words, art or media to express ideas by requiring deep 

thinking process (Uusen, 2009). Writing is being the complex skill and sometimes 
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difficult to learn because it has its own set of rules. It is considered the most 

complicated skill of all of them. It is in line with Lindstorm (2007) cited in 

Saraswati, M. (2013), “Writing is a complex skill involving multiple processes 

and abilities”. 

Therefore, writing needs more process and takes a lot of time. Writing is 

not only finding the appropriate words, but also generating ideas. However, the 

students still found some difficulties in writing such as, lack of vocabularies, 

grammatical errors, mechanical (punctuation, spelling, and capitalization) errors, 

and difficulty in organize the ideas. Then, Harmer (2004) stated that there are four 

main stages in writing, those are planning, drafting, editing, and final draft. The 

student has to fulfil the stages to make a good writing composition. It can 

influence the result of English test. Moreover, teacher’s feedback turned the main 

role in the development of students’ writing ability. 

There are many kinds of text which has to be learned in English subject, 

such as descriptive text, narrative text, procedure text, recount text, etc. In this 

research, the researcher chooses writing descriptive text which is adjusted to the 

curriculum that is used by the selected school. The student is expected to make a 

good composition in writing descriptive text by considering the definition of a 

good descriptive text itself. According to Oshima and Hogue (2007) as cited in 

Putinesia, NC. (2012) said that writing descriptive should fulfil five senses, those 

are how it seems, senses, smells, tastes, and/or sounds. So, it will help the reader 

to imagine and apprehend it well. The researcher proposes to use a technique that 

is suitable for students in the teaching learning process. One of the technique that 

is suitable to be used is mind mapping.  
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In another previous study which was conducted by Saraswati, M. (2013) in 

her research entitled “The effect of the implementation of mind mapping on the 

student’s writing achievement at SMAN 1 Gondang, Mojokerto”, she stated that 

the implementation of mind mapping significantly increased student’s writing 

achievement. It showed on the students in experimental group that they got better 

achievement in the post-test than control group.  

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in 

investigating the implementation of mind mapping in teaching writing descriptive 

text, because the discussion of mind mapping implementation is rarely highlighted 

by other researchers. Therefore, this research is entitled by “The Implementation 

of Mind Mapping in Teaching Writing Descriptive Text”.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of study above, the researcher stated the 

problems to be researched as follows:  

How does the teacher implement mind mapping in teaching writing 

descriptive text? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

In order to find out the answer of the result problem, the statement is 

exposed as follows:  

To describe the implementation of mind in teaching writing descriptive 

text. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The results of this research are expected to give the following contribution, 

the first for the English teachers, it is expected that this study is able to help in 

increasing teacher’s ability, get simple way and interesting technique in teaching 

English, especially in writing skill by using mind mapping. The second, for the 

students, it is expected to give alternative way to develop their ideas and creativity 

in learning writing and how to write well and systematically. For the last, for the 

researcher, this study can be a reflection and give another way for the researcher 

in developing the ability in writing, so it will help to improve teaching learning 

process. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the researcher focuses on the implementation of mind 

mapping in teaching writing descriptive text. The researcher limits the study on 

first grade students of SMP Wahid Hasyim Malang. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Term 

There are several key terms that will be clarified in this research to avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation. The researcher defines the key terms as 

follows: 

1. Writing 

Writing is interpreted as the written form that using words, art or media to 

express ideas by requiring deep thinking process (Uusen, 2009). 
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2. Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is some sentences which described about something using 

five senses, such as looks, feels, smells, tastes, and/or sounds to make the 

reader know the writers prefer (Oshima and Hogue, 2007). 

3. Mind mapping 

  Mind mapping is a note making before writing or scribbling down about a 

topic and developing those ideas as their mind, then organize it systematically 

(Buzan, 2006). 

 


