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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter discusses the method used in this research. It consists of a 

research design, research subject, data collection, and data analysis. 

3.1 Research Design  

 Research is a process of collecting and analyzing data by using a systematic 

and logical way to achieve certain goals, data collection, and analysis using scientific 

methods that have been developed intensively through various trials so that they have 

standard procedures (Sukmadinata, 2013). In this study, the researcher used descriptive 

research because he did not manipulate or give a certain treatment to the object of 

research. In other words, the researcher wanted to find information to make a decision. 

According to Ary (2010), the methods which are commonly used in educational 

research include qualitative and quantitative.  

 Quantitative data collection and measurement takes the form of numbers. 

Meanwhile, qualitative addresses the result in the form of narratives with words. 

Qualitative research has the purpose of describing and revealing and describing and 

explaining (Sukmadinata, 2013). In this study, the researcher used qualitative research 

because he did not only want to explain the factors of student interest in choosing the 

American Studies subject but also wanted to show their expectation in following 

American studies. 
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3.2 Research Subject  

 The subjects in this research are the students who have taken American Studies 

as elective courses. The researcher chose ten students which consist of five female and 

five males of English Language Department from academic years 2014/2015, 

particularly class A as the research subjects. The subjects were selected with the 

consideration that they were an existing group of the students who chose American 

Studies. In the following year, American Studies were no longer offered as the elective 

course.  

3.3 Data Collection  

 Data collection, according to Ary (2010), is the method for collecting data 

commonly used in qualitative research, such as observation, interviews, and document 

or artifact analysis. In this study, the researcher used questionnaires and interviews to 

collect data. 

3.3.1 Techniques and Instruments 

 By choosing a qualitative study as the research design, the researcher decided 

the appropriate technique and instruments which were aimed to encounter the result of 

research problems. Below, the researcher picked over the technique and instruments as 

follows: 

3.3.1.1 Questioner  

 The questionnaire is a data collection technique that is indirect in asking 

questions to the respondents. It is a collecting data technique with which the  

respondents fill in a number of questions or statements prepared by the researcher 
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(Sukmadinata, 2013). Then, Creswell (2012) divides questionnaire into open-ended 

and close-ended. The open-ended questionnaire contains questions or basic statements 

that can be answered freely, making the respondents more flexible to comment. On the 

other hand, the close-ended questionnaire contains questions and statements which 

already have alternative answers, making the respondent unable to fill it if their choice 

is not available in the item. In this study, the researcher chose to use open-ended 

questions as research instruments to collect data so that the researcher could find out 

responses freely. In this case, the data were about the factors that made the students 

choose American Studies as an elective course. Questioner is distributed online 

because the research subject of the have been in different places so the researcher uses 

Google form to distribute the questioner and use application Line to spread in the group 

of American Studies.  

3.3.1.2 Interview  

 Interviewing is a popular instrument for qualitative research by having 

questions and answers, either directly or indirectly with the participant (Ali, 2013). 

Interview data can be recorded in several forms such as stenography, audio recording, 

video recording or written notes (Laferriere, 2016). Furthermore, the aim of the 

researcher to use the interview is to find out the expectation of the students after 

participating in American Studies as an elective course in ELED Muhammadiyah 

University in Malang. In addition, the researcher used semi-structured interviews. 

According to Wahyuni (2012), Semi-structure interview is more flexible than 
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structured interviews because new questions can come up from the results of 

interviews, and semi-structured interviews that make respondents free to show their 

point of view. 

3.3.2 Procedure  

 In this study, the steps that must be completed to collect the data are as follows: 

1 Constructing the questionnaire based on the research problems with Google Form.   

2 Formulating the questions for the interview guide 

3 Distributing questionnaires to the American Studies group 

4 Collecting the questionnaire from the subjects. 

5 Making an appointment with the subjects to have an interview. 

6 Interviewing the research subjects 

7 Transcribing the data gained from the interview into the text. 

3.4 Data Analysis  

 There are several steps applied by the writer in analyzing the data, they were:  

1 Analyzing of the results of questionnaire. 

2 Classifying the result from the questionnaire based on the same answer.   

3 Classification the result from the interview based on the same answer.   

4 Validating the data. 

5 Drawing a conclusion based on the data analysis. 

 


