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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter consists of the following sections: theories about learning English, 

motivation, interest, students’ expectation and American studies course in University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang 

2.1 Learning American Studies   

 2.1.1 The concept of the American Studies  

  American Studies based on Paul (2014), is an interdisciplinary field of 

scholarship that examines American history, society, and culture. The statement also 

explained by Adi (1998), said that the basic concept of American Studies is a discipline 

that studies American culture where in American Studies uses the concept of 

interdisciplinary which in studying American culture uses a number of sciences such 

as history, music, American culture, economics, and literary science. 

 2.1.2 The Importance of American Studies 

 All elective courses in ELED have benefits such as EYL which is useful for 

many things, one of which is to be a good teacher. This is the same as American 

Studies. By studying American Studies many useful things. According to Prof. 

Shrimati Das (Humaniora, 2013), explained the importance of studying American 

Studies in a global era like this because with American Studies the growing global 

mindset, it is important for everyone to learn about the culture of others, especially 

America. This is because America is a super power country, both in the fields of 

language, culture, education, markets, and most importantly, soft skills. "One of the 
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important soft skills is communication and relations, those who can be gotten in 

America.  

2.1.3 American Studies course at University of Muhammadiyah Malang   

 The American study is one of the elective courses available in the English 

Department at the Muhammadiyah University of Malang. American studies in the 

English language department have two phases. First, American studies at sixth 

semester provides an insight of American pop culture. Then in the seventh semester, 

American studies provides the focus on the pop culture exist television that influence 

American life. American studies ELED also given additional lesson on cross culture 

understanding, between America and Indonesia. It is intended to give understanding 

for students about eastern and western culture. 

2.2 Interest 

2.2.1 The nature of Interest 

 According Harackiewicz & Hulleman (2010), interest is something that can 

make us interested and concerned about it that also makes the feeling of being positive. 

For example, students who is interested in speaking class can practice public speaking 

and improve their confidence. Another statement about interest from Slameto (1995), 

interest is a feeling of liking and attachment to a thing or activity, without anyone 

telling and he also mentioned that interest in something that affects learning and 

support for further study. Interest has a great influence in learning, because if learning 

materials are not in accordance with the interests of students, students will not learn 
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well. Furthermore, with an interesting learning activity, students are easier to achieve 

their expectations.  

2.2.2 Types of the interest  

 The expert distinguishes two kinds of interests: The first is situational and 

second is individual (Hidi & Renninger, 2006).  

A. Situational Interest  

 Situational interest triggered by things around them as something new and 

exciting such as reading a technology books or fiction novels as well as the interests of 

situational can trigger by the condition of instructional or learning environments such 

as group work (Hidi & Renninger, 2006). Meanwhile, Harackiewicz & Hulleman 

(2010), explain that situational interest is temporary and spontaneous depending on the 

reaction to something interesting. From of these opinions about situational interest can 

be understood that the interest situational trigger by surrounding environment to make 

students become interested but have a short time frame.  

B.  Individual Interest  

 Individual interest or self-interest is focus on that of an object, event, and ideas. 

This kind of interest tends to be relatively stable over time because of the relatively 

slow development due to follow with their knowledge and values of the individuals 

themselves (Subramaniam, 2009). According to Ormrod (2009), personal interest and 

knowledge mutually supportive: a specific topic of interest sparked a passion for 

learning a more detail, and it is caused by the increasing knowledge through the 
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learning process which can boost greater interest. The same opinion was also described 

by Harackiewicz & Hulleman (2010), says that individual interests can last long like a 

person's character and are dispositions or habits that are carried by someone from one 

context to another.  

2.2.3 Factor of interest  

 According to Semiawan in (Ramadani, 2017), there are two factors that 

influence one’s interest, they are internal dan external factor.  

2.2.3.1 Internal factors 

 Internal factors which influence student’s interest in learning English, are;  

A. Aptitude 

  Aptitude is natural competence to get knowledge or relative skill, which is 

relatively able to be general intellectual aptitude or specific such as academic. In the 

development of aptitude can be understood as the ability of individuals to perform tasks 

without relying much on education or training, for example, if a student is talented in 

the English language field, then he or she will more easily absorb his knowledge and 

skills compared to other friends (Syah, 2014).  

B. Capability 

 Capability is the power to do an action as result of the heredity and training. 

Therefore, if students have a good competence in English, they will tend to love it. 

According Nursyaidah (2014), one of the students' abilities is intelligence; with 

students having high intelligence they can have a large potential of success, but it can 
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be that students who have ordinary intelligence can succeed because they have a good 

interest in learning in English.  

2.2.3.2 External factors  

 According to Semiawan in (Ramadani, 2017), apart from those internal factors 

the external factors which influence the student’s interest are; 

A. Family  

 Environment that has a large influence comes from parents. parents have an 

important role in student psychology such as parental characteristics, family tension, 

and family management practices that can also have an impact on student learning 

activities and the results to be achieved (Nursyaidah, 2014). 

B. School  

 School environment is a formal institution, which has well-planned program 

and also carried out evaluation formally based in the rules in that school. According 

Nursyaidah (2014),The school duty either teacher or people involved in learning 

process must give motivation and stimulate to the students to increase the student’s 

interest leaning. For example, teachers who always show sympathetic attitudes and 

behaviors that are good and diligent especially in terms of learning and discussion, it 

can increase students' interest in learning. Another expert said that the learning process 

occurs between lecturers and students can be influenced by existing relations, in good 

relations, students will like their lecturers and will also like their subjects so students 

try to learn it and are interested in learning (Slameto, 1995). 
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C. Society  

 Society is an environment that affects the mental growth of the students. As an 

individual, the student’s mental cannot be separated from society in which they have 

interaction. According Syah (2014), a condition of the environment of a slum and 

inadequate society, for example, will affect student learning activities, such as students 

may find it difficult to find friends to study and discuss. it can have an impact on the 

enthusiasm and interest of students to study. 

2.3  Expectation 

2.3.1 The concept of Expectation  

 According Abidin (2015) expectation is an individual belief about what things 

should happen in a particular situation or future, about expectations according to other 

experts expressed by Bandura in Parsons (2001), expectancy is an individual belief 

about his ability to achieve a goal and determine how much effort he has and how long 

it takes to achieve that goal. The same thing is stated by Jacquelynne Eccles in Santrock 

(2012) who stated that the expectations of student success is the belief about how well 

they are doing their future tasks, both in the near and long term. Things that cannot be 

separated from the expectations so that value, the value itself is the belief of the student 

if an activity or lesson has a direct benefit for him or not (Ormrod, 2009). 

 Based on the explanation above, it can conclude that expectation is to achieve 

a successful outcome, by looking at their abilities and beliefs in doing their job, they 

can determine how much effort is spent and how long it will last. According Ormrod 

(2009), there are four aspects that shaped expectation; the first aspect is difficult of the 
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task; students who think they are unable to do the task properly can hamper their 

achievements. The second aspect is availability of resources dan support; students with 

less learning resources and support can be an obstacle to achieving achievement. The 

third aspect is quality of teaching; teachers who understand well with their students can 

improve student achievement, because students feel the teacher's concern for him so 

that students become motivated in learning. The fourth aspect is the amount of effort 

that will be needed; if the student wants to master a lesson or wants to succeed in the 

exam, then he will exert all his efforts to succeed, the more effort is spent then the 

success of the success will also be successful. According Pidgeon (1970) in Wulan 

(2005) said that there are three kinds of expectation, namely parent expectation, 

students expectation, and teacher expectation. 

 2.3.2 Kinds of the expectation 

 According Pidgeon (1970) in Wulan (2005) said that there are three kinds of 

expectation, namely parent expectation, students expectation, and teacher expectation. 

2.3.2.1 Teachers’ expectation  

 Teachers’ expectation is happening in educational setting. Such as, the 

teacher’s expectation for their students us about their potential in achievement. Ormrod 

(2009), explain teacher expectation; hope teachers can influence the performance of 

students, teachers with great expectations of students can give great attention to 

students such as, the teacher presents a lot of material to students, interact more 

frequently with students, and provide more positive and specific feedback. Conversely, 



 

13 
 

if the teachers have low expectations for his students, presents a little material in the 

class, offer little chance to speak, and provide little feedback (Ormrod, 2009).  

2.3.2.2 Parents’ expectation  

 Parental expectations cannot be separated from their efforts to make their 

children to be smart and successful future. So that more parents are looking forward to 

how their children get good grades and useful knowledge for the future of their 

children. Therefore, parents sometimes give input to their children to choose an elective 

course that has benefits in the future, so that the knowledge they get can be used later. 

According Rubie-Davies, Peterson, Irving, Widdowson, & Dixon (2010), expectations 

of parents can influence the choice of students in determining the elective course where 

the elective course they choose is usually in accordance with the expectations of their 

parents.  

2.3.2.3 Students’ expectation    

 Previous research from Irodah (2008), explained that students’ expectation in 

EYL, is the students can become EYL teachers who are good with criteria, such as; 

first, the teacher must have very good knowledge. Second, the teacher must know the 

most effective method for teaching. Third, the teacher must be confident and skillful to 

handle the students. Another research by Ramadani (2017), stated that students’ 

expectation in Business English are between-family social capital and within-family 

social capital and agreement between parents and students. 


