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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the writer describes the research background, research 

problems, research objectives, research significance, the scope and limitation and 

definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1  Research Background 

Schunk (2012) suggests that learning is a behavioral change with enduring 

time that comes from an experience and practice. In addition, Zhou & Brown (2015) 

stated that experiential learning is a process of students’ acquisition of knowledge 

that capitalizes experiences. This process involves setting goals, thinking, planning, 

observation, and also learning involved knowledge to evolve skills, beliefs, and 

attitudes. The learning which employs experiences and practices can provide 

opportunities for the learner to implement the theory they have got in the classroom. 

In the learning process, students want to study based on their interest. 

Subramaniam (2009) found that the interest and goal have been the factors to make 

a motivational construction to influence students’ learning. Students who have 

interest and goal in their study understand the lessons easier because they study with 

their passion. Another study by Lee, Chao, & Chen (2011) stated that the student’s 

personal preference in learning has a great impact on them. Hidi & Renninger  

(2006) classify interest into two types of variables; situational and individual 

interest. Situational interest focuses on attention on the environment, which may be 
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only short-time because the person follows environment, and typically this interest 

is evoked by appealing features in the environments. Situational interest can be 

sparked by learning environments. On the other hand, individual interest focused on 

their individual. The individual interest has a long-time and develops slowly. It can 

make the interest relatively stable because this is developed by a combination of 

individuals’ knowledge and values of the person (Subramaniam,2009). Individual 

interest also bound with prior experiences and environments. For example, a child 

with a background in music may be fascinated to learn how to play guitar. In line 

with these ideas, elective courses are offered to facilitate students to study with their 

interest. 

English Language Department of the University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

has four elective courses that can increase students’ soft skills, they are Translation, 

English for Young Learners (EYL), Business English, and American Study. In the 

fifth semester, the students are introduced to some elective courses to help them 

choose the one they prefer. Then, in the sixth semester, they can choose an elective 

course based on their interest. 

One of the elective courses in English Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang is American study. Based on Fluck (2007), American study is 

the exploration of the multiculturalism, ethnic, race, class, gender and also social, 

cultural, political, economic life. So, we can define the American study as a study of 

understanding social life through some issues such social, culture, gender, etc. The 

students who choose the American studies as their elective course can understand the 
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social life in the U.S. There are a number of the previous studies regarding students’ 

interest. In the previous research, Ramadani (2017) conducted a research about 

“students’ interest in choosing Business English course in English Department of 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang”. The results showed that there were two factors 

which made the students interested in choosing BE subject in English Department. The 

first factor is students are the six-semester interested in BE subject, and the second is 

the favorite lecturer who taught the Business English. Meanwhile, another research was 

conducted by Irodah (2008) entitled “A study on the Student’s Interest in Choosing EYL 

(English for Young Learners) subject in English Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang”. She found that there were 6 reasons why students take EYL 

as the elective course. First, students were interested in EYL subject. Second, teaching 

children in English is important. Third, it is important to study EYL for children. Fourth, 

students can experience difficulties to teach English to children. Fifth, it is concerned 

with students' efforts in following EYL class. Sixth, students choose EYL because they 

love reading English children books and magazines in their spare time. 

According to a preliminary study, an American study in English language 

Department of the University of Muhammadiyah Malang has a few students compared 

another elective course in English Department period 2014. Based on the explanation 

above, the writer is interested in conducting research to analyze students’ interest of the 

American study. The writer conducts the analysis on American students of English 

language department of UMM entitled “An Analysis of Students Interest in Taking 

American Study in English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang”. 
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1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the research background, the researcher formulates the problem as 

follow:  

1 What factors make the students interested in taking American Study as an 

elective course? 

2 What is the students’ expectation in taking American Study in English? 

 Department at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The purposes of the study are formulated in order to answer the research 

questions. They are as follows: 

1 To describe the factors that students interested in following American Study 

subject. 

2 To know the students’ expectation intake American Study in English 

Department at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The results of this study are very important because it can be used as a 

reference for the younger level in determining elective courses. In addition, for the 

lecturer, the results of this study can also be used as additional learning resources in 

teaching. Further, for the English Department in the University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang, the result of this research will provide information that there are various 

students who are interested in choosing American Study as their elective courses. 
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1.5 Research Significance 

The scope of this study are the factors of the students’ interest and their 

expectation. Here, the interest which the writer means is the interest in choosing 

American Study subject and their expectation in following American Study. It is 

limited to students American Studies 2014-2015 of English Language Department 

in the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The batch 2014-2015 of English 

Language Department students are chosen as the focus of investigation because they 

are the first class from American Study subject. Moreover, they have passed the 

lesson so they have experiences that can help the researcher to conduct this study. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

There are some key terms that are mentioned in this study such as interest, 

expectation, and American Study Courses. To avoid misunderstanding, those terms 

are defined as follows: 

Interest as a motivational variable refers to the psychological state that 

engaging with a particular class, object, or event and idea over time (Hidi & 

Renninger, 2006) 

Expectation is a mental condition changed that considered by people’s 

reactions toward external context or internal strength from their own or others 

predictions of behavioral outcomes. (Jin, Jiang, Zhang, & Yuan, 2014) 

American Study course is elective course in English Department that 

studying about social, history, culture, and media which has in the USA, the 

objective the lesson is how to make the creative person and superpower like the 

USA. 

 


