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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 

This chapter discusses about perception, types of perception, teaching 

technique of writing, example of teacher centered in writing, and example of student 

centered in writing. All the reviews presented in this chapter are related to the issue of 

this study. 

2.1 Perception 

Based on the explanation in the previous chapter, African (2010) explains that 

perception is an individual or group judgment of something. It means that perception 

involves someone’s opinion or group of people. Further, Rossi & Berglund (2011:5) 

describe perception as the process which is experienced by someone to interpret an 

information. From this definition, it gives explanation that perception is the result of 

individual’s opinion of information. Pickens (2005) defines perception as an 

individual’s interpretation of something based on their experiences. Therefore, 

individual’s perceptions are frequently different. It is because the different experience 

of it. Then, it will impact the way thinking and the result of interpretation.  

In this study, the students’ perceptions of writing teaching technique used by 

their teacher were investigated. Rahmadani (2016) determines that the same 

information can built different perception of someone. It means that every student 

will have different opinion of teaching technique used by the teacher. One of the 
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factors is coming from their experience. Every student has different experience of 

learning English, especially in writing skills. Therefore, the result of interpreting 

teaching technique of writing might be positive or negative. It can be positive if the 

students feel comfortable and easier in understanding the material. Hence, it also can 

be negative if the students feel that the teaching technique of writing used by the 

teacher is boring and make them difficult to understand the materials.  

2.2 Types of perception 

Irwan (2002:3) explains that positive and are two types of perception. The 

positive perception is an interpretation of some information or things in a positive 

side. While negative perception is an interpretation or understanding the information 

as something negative. Hansen, Sato, & Ruedy (2012) state that someone frequently 

have positive or negative perception with the same information because of the 

influence from their intention and the way how they understand it.   

In teaching and learning process, there will be an evaluation. This evaluation 

can be conducted by the headmaster or from the teacher in every subject. The purpose 

of evaluation is to measure whether the technique of teaching used by the teacher is 

appropriate. The way how to know it can be seen from the students’ score or by 

asking their opinions. Asking their opinion means that the teacher ask about students’ 

perception. This way is more efficient in evaluating because the teacher will directly 

listen to the students’ opinions. In addition, every student will have different 

perception of the teaching technique used by the teacher. Therefore, the teacher can 
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compare the results of it. If the result shows dominantly students give positive 

perception, it means that the teachers are supposed to maintain the teaching technique 

for other classes. Individual’s perception is important to change the behavior (Wolf & 

Moser, 2011). Furthermore, if the result shows that most of the students give negative 

perceptions, it means that the teacher should evaluate the technique of teaching. 

Therefore, the teacher can improve or seek the solution in order to create good 

teaching technique. However, when the teachers teach the students use good teaching 

technique, it also will help the students easier to understand the material of study. 

Reeve (2014), teachers are the facilitators for the students and creating an interesting 

teaching technique is their responsibility in order to help the students in 

understanding the material.  

Pickens (2005) justifies that there are three steps of perception’s process; 

stimulation, registration, and interpretation. This process will impact to the result of 

perception. It can be in a form of positive or negative perception. In stimulation 

process, someone will get the information from their senses. Perception as an activity 

which begins from someone’s senses and continues to the process (Wulandari& 

Subagio, 2015). The stimulation will be getting from touching, seeing, listening, 

smelling, etc. It is also similar with perception, the first process of perception is when 

people see or hear information of something. Then, they will try to think or organize 

the information in a registration process. In this step, they will try to organize and try 

to look a connection between the information and their experiences.  Then, the result 



 

10 
 

of registration process will be shows in a form of positive or negative perceptions. 

This step is called as interpretation process.  

There are some factors that can influence someone’s perceptions. It can be 

from internal and external factors. Huang, et. al (2011) point out that two factors 

which are influence individual’s perception is coming from internal and external 

factors. The internal factors are coming from the individual itself. It can be from 

students’ experience, age, education, and habit. On the other hand, the external 

factors are coming from students’ environment. It can be from their teacher, friend, 

and society. Both of these factors will influence to the result of perception.  For 

example, when elementary and university students get the same information about 

teaching technique used by the teacher in the class. They will have different opinion 

or perception about it. Elementary students will interpret it in a simple opinion 

because from the internal factors they still young, lack of experiences, and they still 

do not know what teaching technique is. In other hand, university students will give 

complex perceptions because internal and external factors. From the internal side, 

they are adult, have more experience. While from external side, they frequently get 

the information about it from the lecturer of their friends.  

 

 



 

11 
 

2.3 Teaching Technique of Writing 

Teaching technique is the way used by the teacher to deliver the material to 

the students. The teaching technique used by the teacher is one of the factors that can 

influence to the students’ achievement.  In writing subject, many students feel 

difficult to understand the material of the study. It is because writing subject also one 

of the difficult subjects. Tillema (2012) argues that “Writing is the most difficult 

skills”. In addition to that, the process of writing subject also complicated. Nunan 

(2003) expounds that writing is an activity which begins from thinking and finding 

the idea, then continue to arrange it in a good sentences and paragraphs in order to be 

understood by others. In writing, good sentences and paragraphs are the factors that 

make people enjoy in reading the result of writing. In addition, the choices of the 

word in arranging the sentences also can influence to the reader. People who like to 

write will try to choose an interesting word. For example, they use flowering words in 

writing novel, book, etc. Therefore, the reader will be more enthusiastic to read. 

 In reality, not all students are able to perceive or to write. One of the factors 

is because of many considerations that students must do in writing. Yuniarti (2015) 

discloses that writing is the complex activity which demands the students to consider 

many patterns in order to build a good result. One of the reasons is that people need 

to have more information in order to write. The way how we can get information is 

from reading. The problem which is commonly faced by people is that not all people 

like to read. Then, they lack of information and do not want to write. However, when 

people want to write, they also need to consider about grammatical. When they can 
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arrange in a correct grammar, it will make the reader easier in understanding their 

writing. In fact, to write in grammatical correct is not easy things to do. Grammar is 

one of the difficult subjects (Al-Mekhlafi & Nagaratnam, 2011).  

Other reasons that make writing become difficult because of the way of 

teaching technique used by the teacher. According to Suriyanti & Yaacob (2016), 

many teachers still used traditional teaching technique such as lecture method to 

teach writing in the class. This method gives negative impact for the students. Many 

students feel bored and difficult to understand the material. Therefore, it is clear that 

there are some factors which influence writing skill becomes difficult. 

In this phenomenon, teacher as the facilitator for the students should consider 

the teaching technique. In fact, many teachers also feel difficult to teach writing. It is 

not only about delivering the materials, but also assignment must be relevant with the 

material. Reid (2009), teacher should be more creative to choose teaching technique 

for the students. It is because of good teaching technique will influence to some 

aspects. Firstly, the atmosphere in the class will be comfortable for the students. For 

example, the students feel enjoy to learn, active to participate in the activities given 

by the teacher, or active to demonstrate their opinion. In addition, good teaching 

technique will also influence to the students’ achievement. Chamalah, Afandi, & 

Wardani (2013) explain that the design or way of teaching technique used by the 

teacher has significant impact to the students’ achievement.  

There are two types of teaching technique which are frequently used by the 

teacher in teaching writing; teachers centered and students centered.  
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2.3.1 Example of Teachers Centered for Writing. 

Teacher centered is one of the traditional techniques which is frequently used 

by the teacher in teaching writing. In this teaching technique, teacher plays the 

important role and has big responsibilities. It is because the teachers as the main point 

of the information in delivering knowledge for the students. In addition to that, the 

teacher also has the responsibility to monitoring and controlling the situation of the 

class. Ibrahim, et. al (2017), the biggest responsibility of the teachers is when they 

choose to use teacher centered technique in the process of the study. Teacher centered 

is the technique which is the student as the passive receives of the teachers’ 

information of the materials (Ahmed, 2013).  This technique is not really good to 

improve students’ ability in writing because the students are dominantly passive in 

learning process. 

The example of teacher centered in writing is when the teacher dominantly 

delivers the materials of the study in front of the class. In addition to that, the teacher 

frequently gives the individual assessment for the student to measure student ability 

or understanding. In writing subject, teacher centered focuses on the individual 

assessment of the students (Sawant & Rizvi, 2015). Therefore, students are 

dominantly work by their self. 

2.3.2 Example of Student Centered for Writing. 

Student centered is the technique which demands the students to be active to 

participate in learning process activities. It is because in this technique, the teacher 

only plays as the facilitator for the students. The information of the materials not only 



 

14 
 

comes from the teacher, but also from the students. Therefore, the responsibilities of 

the teacher are not as big as in the teacher centered technique.  

In writing subject, teacher only needs to give general explanation in the 

beginning of the study which the purpose is to introduce the material for the students. 

In addition, the students continue the study by sharing information in a form of 

discussion. Ibrahim, et. al (2017) describe, student centered learning as a good 

teaching technique to make the students be active and develop their writing skill, 

while the teacher only plays as the facilitator for the students. Student centered is the 

teaching technique which focuses on the students’ participation and how to make 

them be more active in learning process (Gilboy, Heinerichs, & Pazzaglia, 2015). 

Therefore, to apply this teaching technique in writing, the teacher has to give a 

chance for the students to be more active to participate in learning process. The 

teacher can ask the students to share about their knowledge of writing materials or 

giving them the discussion forum to solve the problem of writing.   
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