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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This chapter discusses research background, problem, objective, scope and 

limitation, significance, and definition of key term. All aspects are explained in 

details and supported with the correlated theoretical proof. 

1.1 Research Background 

Writing is one of the difficult skills compared to other skills, as speaking, 

listening, and reading. Many Indonesian students are able to speak, to read a book, 

and to listen, but just a few of them are able to write. Salma(2015) states that writing 

is the most difficult skill to learn. In addition to that, Ampa & Quraisy (2018: 2) 

argue that productive skills (speaking and writing) are the most difficult compared to 

receptive skills (listening and reading). There are several reasons why writing is 

difficult. In order to get the idea and information of the topic, it demands the students 

to read a lot. In addition to that, consider to the grammatical structure, the coherence 

of every sentence and paragraph are needed to produce a good writing. However, 

avoiding writing is impossible to advance students’ knowledge. For example, to get a 

scholarship and look for a job are required the students to write.  

African (2010) points out that perception is individual’s or group’s judgment 

of something. In learning process, teaching technique is one of the factors which can 

influence the students’ achievement and the final target of the study. Evaluating the 
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way of teaching technique used in the class is needed for the teacher. This purpose is 

to know the weakness of teaching technique used by teacher. Moreover, knowing the 

students’ perception is one of the important things for the teacher. It will help the 

teacher in evaluating the teaching technique and to choose which technique is more 

efficient to use in a class.  

A study on students’ perceptions has been conducted by many researchers. 

For example Anita (2016) investigated ‘Students’ Perception on the Influence of Peer 

Learning Technique in Improving the Writing Skill at SMA Muhammadiyah 3 Batu’. 

The Perceptions of sixteen students in second grade were examined by the researcher. 

Observed all the students’ activities in the class and distributed questioners about peer 

learning technique are the way of researcher in collecting the data. The result of the 

study showed the positive responses from the students. The technique of peer 

learning made the students easier to understand the material, motivated to be more 

confident in writing, and habituated to cooperate with friends. 

The second study was conducted by Ge (2011). The title of this study is 

‘Exploring E-learners’ Perceptions of Net-Based Peer-Reviewed English Writing’. 

The respondents of this study were first grade senior high school students in China. 

The questionnaires were distributed to 36 students. The result of the questioner 

showed that using Net-Base Peer-review technique made the students enjoyed to 

write. It is because Net-Base Peer-review technique guided the students to check 

others writing and learned from the mistakes found. In addition to that, the students’ 



 

3 
 

writing score was better than the score when traditional teaching technique applied by 

the teacher in learning process. 

Then, the third study was conducted by Lee (2017) with the title ‘Learners’ 

Perceptions of the Effectiveness of Blogging for L2 Writing in Fully Online Language 

Courses’. Students’ activities in the L2 writing class were observed by the researcher. 

Then, questioners were distributed to 35 senior high students who joined the courses. 

The result of this study indicated that the students were comfortable with the 

technique of teaching writing used by the teacher. Blogging in online language course 

improved the students’ writing skill. Meanwhile, students’ knowledge and 

vocabularies were increased after reading the result of friends’ writing. Hence, most 

of the students were time-consuming in blogging. All the results of students’ 

perceptions in the previous study gives us clear information that the technique of 

teaching writing used by their teacher also influences the students’ writing skill.  

Four tenth grade students at MAN Kota Batu were interviewed. Negative and 

positive opinions about writing were given by the students. Writing was the most 

difficult skill for two students, while speaking was the most difficult skill for two 

others. It is because a lot of difficulties faced by the students while writing. Difficult 

to arrange the sentences because of lacking vocabularies was the reason of one 

student. Two students who answered speaking was the most difficult skill realized 

that writing also difficult for them. It showed by the response which agreed with the 

reason of their friend. In addition, difficult to decide the idea while writing was the 

reasons of one student.  Furthermore, the condition of mood also influenced the 
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difficulties on writing was the answered of three students. In positive side, one of the 

student felt enjoy in writing when the teacher asked the student to translate the text 

and she was able to do it. In addition, all students’ English vocabularies were 

increased and new information was gotten from writing class.  

Therefore, students’ perceptions toward technique of teaching writing in the 

tenth grade at MAN Kota Batu were investigated in this research. 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the explanations in background study, the research problem stated as 

follows: 

What are the students’ perceptions toward technique of teaching writing in the 

tenth grade used by the teacher at MAN Kota Batu? 

1.3 Research Objective 

The research objective of this study is to know the students’ perceptions 

toward technique of teaching writing in the tenth grade used by the teacher at MAN 

Kota Batu.   

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study was students’ perceptions toward technique of 

teaching writing in the tenth grade used by the teacher in the class. The limitation of 

this study only focused on the perceptions of one class from tenth grade students at 

MAN Kota Batu. The students were chosen because based on the syllabus, writing 

about recount and descriptive text were studied in the tenth grade. The students’ 
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perceptions were taken from the result of questioners that distributed once by the 

researcher and the result of interviewed several students.  

1.5 Research Significance 

From all the explanations in the background, this research expected to be 

beneficial for the following aspects: 

1.5.1 For the teachers and lecturers 

Teachers and lecturers will use students’ perceptions toward technique of 

teaching writing as the evaluation of their technique of teaching writing. This 

feedback can be used as reference to create more interesting and effective techniques 

for their students. Then, it makes the students easier in understanding the material of 

the study. 

1.5.2 For the teachers candidate 

Candidate of teacher can use this study as a reference to create a plan of teaching 

technique of writing. Hence, the candidate of teacher can be more creative in 

choosing interesting teaching technique for teach the students.  

1.5.3 For the Headmaster 

Controlling, managing, and evaluating school are the responsibilities of the 

headmaster. By knowing the perceptions of the students, it can be used as a reference 

for the headmaster in evaluating the technique of teaching writing used by the 

teachers. For instance, the head master can give a feedback for the teachers to do their 

best in choosing teaching techniques.   
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1.6 Definition of key terms 

1.6.1 Perception 

According to Laura (2012), Perception is someone opinions as the result of 

interpreting something. Perception in this study is the students’ point of view or 

judgment about technique of teaching writing used by the teacher in the class. 

However, opinion and judgment are similar. It is because judgment is the result of 

someone opinion after interpreting something.  

1.6.2 Teaching technique of writing 

Teaching technique is the set of activities or way which is apply by the 

teacher to deliver the material of study (Alhija, 2017). Technique of teaching writing 

in this study is about collection of procedures used by the teacher in a class. By using 

teaching technique, teacher teaches the students to understand the way how to arrange 

the idea into a good sentences and paragraphs.  
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