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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses background of the study, research questions, research 

objectives, scope and limitation, significance of study, and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1. Background of the Study 

 Language has an important role in our daily lives, without language we 

will not be able to share any of ideas and express feelings of our own to the 

others. Oral and written are classified as forms language. Oral language is a 

language that we pronounce directly to someone by using the articulate sound. On 

the other hand, written language is a language whose words put into a writing 

form, for example of written language can be found in newspaper, magazines, 

novel, short stories, and etc.  

 Written form of language has become popular as an entertaining media, 

especially for novel. Novel can attract the reader with its interesting story that 

sometimes makes them carried away while reading it. Fiction and non-fiction are 

kinds of novel. There are several novel genres, such as romance, horror, mystery, 

fantasy, sci-fi, fan-fiction, adventures, and humor. In novel, the language used by 

the characters in the conversation is also one of important things to be analyzed 

besides of the elements itself such as the setting, plot, characterization, etc. It is 

because the conversation between each of characters indicating the emotion and 

feeling expressed in terms of their speeches which is related to the function of 
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language as communication to help the addresser conveying particular meaning to 

the addressee.  

 Basically, the important of language is to communicate with the others in 

variety of situations (e.g., asking for request, giving opinion, giving explanation of 

something, and so on). Linguistics is a study of language and its structure. From 

all of the main field studies of linguistics, discourse analysis is one of the studies 

as the analysis of the language used in communication whether it is spoken or 

written and understanding it on its contexts. The ways in which language use in 

conversational contexts differs significantly from monologic and artificial task 

contexts (Beeke, Maxim, & Wilkinson as cited in Armstrong & Ferguson, 2010). 

Another function of language is to create coherent messages (Halliday; Halliday 

&Hasan; Hunston& Thompson as cited in Armstrong & Ferguson, 2010). In this 

context, the speaker have to deliver the message clearly to the listener in order to 

make them understand the meaning that is conveyed, because communication will 

break down if the addressee or listener cannot catch our point in the conversation. 

Thus, there are still loads of language usages impact in our daily lives. On the 

other hand, the functional of language concerns about notion of language with the 

realization between language used and context, interpersonal meaning in text.  

 The study on language function was also conducted by Arum (2015) in 

“Language Function Found in Enchanted Movie Script” from English Education 

Department in State Islamic Institute of Tulungagung. The researcher uses Cook’s 

theory to analyze the data about language function. In her findings, there are 

twenty three emotive function, thirty directive function, eighteen phatic function, 
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twenty poetic function, fifteen referential function, four metalinguistic function, 

and four contextual function. Another study is from Andayani (2013) in “An 

Analysis of language Functions in English Used by Receptionist in Bali Brasco” 

from English Department in Mahasaraswati University. The researcher uses 

theory from Van ek and Alexander in Kusumayanti (2011). There are six 

language function: imparting and seeking factual information, expressing and 

finding out intellectual attitude, expressing and finding out emotional attitudes, 

expressing and finding out moral attitudes, getting things done (suasion) and 

socializing. 

 The researcher chooses Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secrets novel as 

the object of research because this is one of interestingfantasy novel series written 

by British author, JK Rowling. As stated by Grady and Romano (2018), they 

mentioned that the story of the books can present epic fantasy with a mystery 

plotting and the intimacy and character development of a classic boarding school 

narrative. That is the reason why the books become popular in the worldwide 

among children and adults. Moreover, in official website of Harry Potter, they 

claimed that there are 500 million copies of the series have been sold all over the 

world (Pottermore, 2018).  Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets novel tells 

about Harry Potter’s second year at Hogwarts with his friends. There are a lot of 

troubles faced by Harry Potter and his two best friends in finding the causes 

happened at their school. It begins when Harry got a warning by a mysterious 

magical creature, untold story of Hogwarts, the attacking, until finding a very 

secret diary. Based on those context of situation, the main characters in this novel 
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are certainly used communicative expression in their daily conversation so that 

they can deliver the information to each other and also they can be able to express 

their emotion which are considered as the function of language.  

 Based on the reason above, the researcher is interested to analyze the main 

characters language function in a thesis entitled “Language Function Employed by 

The Main Characters In ‘Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secret’ Novel By J.K. 

Rowling” 

1.2. Research Questions 

 The questions of this study are formulated as follows: 

1. What kind of language function employed by the main characters in 

“Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secret” novel by J.K. Rowling? 

2. What is the most dominant language function employed by the main 

characters in “Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secrets” novel by J.K. 

Rowling? 

 
1.3. Research Objectives 

 The objectives of this study include: 

1. Knowing the kinds of language function employed by the main characters 

in “Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secret” novel by J.K. Rowling. 

2. Investigating the most dominant language function employed by the main 

characters in “Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secrets” novel by J.K. 

Rowling. 
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1.4. Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is to analyze the language function in “Harry 

Potter and The Chamber of Secret” novel by J.K. Rowling. Then, this study is 

limited to the three main characters conversation, “Harry Potter”, “Hermione 

Granger”, and “Ron Weasley”. 

 
1.5.  Significance of Study 

 The result of this study is expected to give some benefits as follows. 

The writer understands about language function, knows kinds of language 

function, and also can distinguish the function based on description of the 

theory used. Then, for the student of English Department, it is expected to 

give more information in identifying language function and also enrich the 

student’s knowledge in knowing each function of language. For English 

lecturer, the result of the study is hopefully can provide more valuable 

information about language function that will be useful as a reference in 

teaching English, especially in language field. Also, for the further researcher, 

the finding is expected to give worthy information as a resource to conduct 

the next research. 

 
1.6. Definition of  Key Terms 

1. Language function 

According to Armstrong and Ferguson (2010), a primary function of 

language is to convey information or request services of some kind in a 

variety of situations. It is also purposefully used to engage others. In 
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conclusion, language function is the use of language in communicating 

with the other for specific purpose. 

2. Novel 

Abrams (2009) defined novel as a great variety of writings and being 

extended works of fiction written in prose. As an extended narrative, 

novel have a greater variety of characters, complication of plot, 

development of milieu, and more sustained of character. In short, novel is 

a literary work that has some elements in its story (plot, setting, character, 

etc.) 

 
3. Main character 

Abrams (2009) said that character is the person portrayed in a dramatic or 

narrative work, for instance: a protagonist is a chief character in a plot, on 

whom the audience centers. So, the main character is figure that always 

becomes a main focus in the story. 

 
4. Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secret Novel 

This novel is the second book of Harry Potter series. It was published on 

2 July 1998 in UK by Bloomsbury and later, in the US on 2 June 1999 by 

Scholastic Inc. As stated by Grady and Romano (2018), the story of this 

literary work is well-written in which it has the puzzle box mystery 

plotting, the fantastic mythology that can give the world scope and magic 

and joy, and the boarding school structure that makes characters warm 

and charming so that this novel become popular among children and 

adult. This second book of Harry Potter novel tells about Harry Potter and 



 

7 
 

his friends went back to school to continue their second year at Hogwarts. 

Before returning to school, Harry Potter had been warned by a magical 

creature for not attending Hogwarts anymore. Harry ignored the warning. 

Harry Potter and his friends faced a lot of problems in their school. It 

began when he heard an eerie voice and the note said that the chamber of 

secret has been opened. There were some students found mysteriously 

petrified. He and his friends were doing some research to find the 

problem until they finally found the chamber of secret. 

 
5. J.K. Rowling 

Joanne Kathleen Rowling is a British novelist. She is best known in 

writing the Harry Potter fantasy novel series. Based on her official 

website in J.K. Rowling (2008), she has an interest in becoming a writer 

from an early age. She had written her first book called Rabbit at the age 

of six. JK Rowling started conceiving the idea of Harry Potterin 1990 

while sitting on a delayed train from Manchester to London King’s Cross. 

Over the next five years, she began to plan all seven books of the series. 

Her first book of Harry Potter was published by Bloomsbury Children’s 

Books in June 1997. Six further titles followed in the Harry Potter series. 

Each of them achieved record-breaking success. 

 

 


