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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter gives the details of background of study, statement of problem, 

objective of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1 Background of Research 

Language is an important tool for people to communicate. The language 

represents the tool of communication   accurate to a human community (Cosmin, 2015). 

To communicate means to understand, to express different ideas between one person 

to another person, to expand about knowledge and others. Certainly, people need to 

communicate to do daily activities and do interactions to other people in their life, 

particularly English. Language is not difficult thing to learn, not excuding learning 

English. English has some features that make students feel difficult to learn. They are 

probably easy to implement it in their daily writing, but most of them are still afraid of 

making mistakes in using English, especially grammar. 

English is an international language that is used to communicate among 

people around the world. English language occupies a very important role in 

educational system (Kazi, 2017). In Indonesia, English is used as foreign language. 

English has four basic skills; they are reading, speaking, listening and writing. In 

learning English, the students must learn first about those four skills. In the university, 
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the student must be able to write some essays or some articles in English, so writing is 

very useful for the students. 

Writing is important because it is used extensively in higher education and 

in the workplace (Waish, 2010). Writing has unique position in language teaching since 

its acquisition involves practice and knowledge to other three language skills, such as 

listening, reading and speaking (Klimova, 2014). Moreover, it requires mastering of 

other skills (speaking, listening and reading). The students need to set the objective of 

writing, think about the layout and structure, and revise it. In the process of writing, 

they have to use cognitive skills; they have to analyze their sources; and then they 

synthesize them into a compact of writing. Writing as a productive skill, is a skill that 

can be used to express someone’s feelings and ideas through words in written form, 

especially for someone who does not have self-confidence to speak up. Writing skill 

can also sharpen the brain to think more critically. 

In writing, there are some students that like and do not like to write. This 

research would explain about the interest in writing. Interest is an intrinsic motivation 

that wants to know and understand more about something. Interest in something mean 

that we care about it, and it is important for us so that we have positive feelings towards 

it (Harackiewicz & Hulleman, 2010). External factors could develop students’ interest 

to something such as the material given by the teacher, the teacher strategy to teach 

students. Interest is something important in learning language. If student is does not 

interested, the student will not understand in learning language. 
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Each student has different level of interest, especially between male and 

female student. Males and females have a lot of differences in many fields (Xia, 2013). 

Females and males often show different skills in doing their work. These two genders 

have different in many ways, such as in their thought and actions. Beside some physical 

reasons, social factors can affect the differences between males and females. 

This research analyzes the students’ interest in writing skill based on gender 

differences. This research is interesting because it explains about the interest between 

male students and female students whether they are the same or different. 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

    Based on background of the study, the research problem of the study is: What 

is the difference between male and female students’ interest in writing? 

1.3 Objective of Research 

Based on the research problems, the objective of this research is: 

1. To find out the differences between male and female students’ interest in 

writing. 

1.4 Significance of Research 

Through this research, it is expected to be useful for the lecturer, students 

and the further researcher. 

1. For lecturer: the result of this research can be used as an advice to 

improve the teaching strategy to make students interest in writing. 

2. For students: help student to improve their interest in writing. 
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3. Further researchers: this research can be used as a reference in order to 

complete further research. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is students’ interest in writing subject. The 

limitations of this research are on students’ interest in writing and the differences of 

the male and female students’ interest. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Based on the title of this research, there are some definitions that will be 

described as follows:  

1. Writing is form of communication that let someone to put their ideas and 

knowledge on paper (Defazio, Jones, Tennant, & Hook, 2010) 

2. Interest is feeling want to learn something deeply (Harackiewicz & 

Hulleman, 2010) 

3. Gender is constructed and contingent set of assumptions about male and 

female roles (Oosterveld, 2003) 

4. Gender differences are some variances between males and females based 

on physical or mentality (Giudice, 2001) 

 

 

 

 

 


