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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents review of related literature which is relevant to the 

research concerning on implementation of Multiple Intelligences – based activity. 

All of the literatures are explained as follows: 

 

2.1 Curriculum 2013 

Curriculum is a knowledge transmission from teacher to students (Mendikbud, 

2014). Besides, curriculum is also interpreted as a set plans and arrangements 

regarding the objectives, content and learning material, and the methods used as 

guidelines for implementation learning activities to achieve certain educational 

goals (Permendikbud, 2013). Indonesia, start using curriculum in 1947. Previously, 

Indonesia had used several curriculum, one of which is  KTSP but, since 2013 

KTSP has not been used in Indonesia. Indonesian government change the 

curriculum, from KTSP (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan) become 

Curriculum 2013. 

Curriculum 2013 has a purpose to obtain Indonesian people that: productive, 

creative, innovative, and able to socialize (Permendikbud, 2013). The Indonesian 

government is trying to improve the learning system and regulation of education in 

elementary school, one of which is changing the role of the English lesson. 

Nowdays, English is not a compulsory lesson in Indonesia, but English include as 

an extracurricular in almost of elementary school in Indonesia. (Permendikbud, 

2014) Ministry of Education and Culture Stipulation  Number 62-2014 about 

Extracurricular Activities for Primary and Secondary Levels states that 
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Extracurricular activities consist of compulsory extracurricular activities and 

elective extracurricular activities. The compulsory extracurricular activities is 

scouting, while elective extracurricular activities are activities developed and 

organized by educational units according to the talents and interests of students, one 

of which is English. 

The implementation of English lesson in elementary school must be done 

properly. College & Neamţ (2012) state that English is the one of the most spoken 

languages in the world and one of global communication tools. So, with the new 

regulation in Indonesia, teacher is required to be creative, innovative, and able to 

make the class alive in teaching English in elementary school. 

 

2.2  Teaching English for Young Learners 

 As English becomes more accepted as an international language, interest in 

teaching English for Young Learners has become a trend nowdays. English is taught 

as one of the main subjects in every school. Basically, Teaching young learners is 

not like teaching adults, children have their own way of learning. Since children 

like to play and have fun, the learning and teaching process should be suited with 

the nature of the children themselves. Teaching English for Young Learners is very 

challenging and a careful planning is required in order to engage the learners in 

langauge learning activities. To teaching English for young learners, the teacher 

must have professionally competent (Gautam, 2016). 
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2.2.1   The Characteristics of a Teacher of Young Learners 

A teacher of young learners should have skills and knowledge of how the 

language should be presented at the very young age. The teacher must also establish 

a good rapport with the students and they must feel that their teacher is there to play 

with them. Actually, personal realtionship is important to teaching young learners, 

because young learners need more attention that the other learner. The teacher must 

be ready with their childish behavior, for example listen their stories about their 

family and their daily activities (Ytreberg, 1990). According to Ytreberg (1990) an 

English teacher of young learners should make the following considerations:  

a. Words are not enough 

The language activities in young learners class should include movement 

and involve the senses. The teachers will need to have plenty of objects and pictures 

to work with, and to make full use of the school and teachers surroundings. Teacher 

also can engage the young learner in the physical activities along with the words 

and sentences that targeted in the lesson outside the class. 

b. Play with the language 

Young learners always want to try new things and new experiments. When 

the teachers present language, the teachers can ask the children to play with the 

language the way they like. Let them talk nonsense, experiment with words and 

sounds: ‘Let’s go- pet’s go.’ ‘Blue eyes – bule pies’. The children will practice the 

language by doing this. 
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c. Language as language 

Let the children be aware of the language. Encourage them to read something and 

write whatever they can write or draw. The reading could be very simple with a lot of 

pictures and very few words. Even if they cannot read the words and sentences, they can 

read the pictures. Similarly, ask them to draw something and write down what they can. 

They might draw something and give the drawing names and make sense out of it. 

d. Variety in the classroom 

Since the concentration and attention spans are short, variety is a must – 

variety of activity, variety of pace, variety of organitation, variety of voice. 

Teachers can do this by dividing the lesson into a series of activities incorporating 

the varieties of tasks in them. The task of talking, reading, palying, writing, drawing 

and playing with words can be given to children. So that, with the varieties of tasks, 

the children can keep their enthusiasm in learning the langauge. 

e. Routines 

The teachers should prepare a tentative routine of the interesting activities 

for children, so that they know what is coming next. In teacher’s routine must have 

a story time, fun time, game time and rhyme time. Children will motivated to 

complete the language tasks in anticipation of the interesting activities that follows 

the task.  
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f. Cooperation not competition 

Teachers should avoid rewards and prizes to reduce the level competition 

beetween the children. Teachers can make a room to shared experiences – they are 

an invaluable source of language work and create an atmosphere of togetherness. 

g. Grammar 

Children are good picking-up grammar rather than learn the rules of 

language. Therefore, as the teachers, do not focus too much on grammar, but built 

the structures into the language they are going to use in completing the tasks. 

Children might not be proactive to contribute the discussion if the teacher focusing 

too much on grammar and talk about grammar in the class. 

2.3  Characteristics of Young Learners 

 There are many statements about meaning of Young Learners. Basically, 

young learners are students of elementary school. Young learners refer to students 

between five and twelve years of age. Actually,  some researchers in many countries 

has different definition for the term young learners. They distingusih the young 

learners focusing on the children of pre-school and primary school ages. Acording 

to Pinter (2016) young learners consist of three types. The first is children in three 

years old who start pre-school, the second is the group of children at arround the 

age of 5-7 who start primary school and finish it in 11-12 years old, although in 

some countries it happens in arround 13-14 years old. (Pinter, 2016) calls it as an 

“early adolescents”. Besides, Harmer (2007) classify the learners into three group 

based how long their concentration, young learner, adolescents and adult. The first 

is young learner. Young learner have a short concentration span. They can easily 
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get bored after 5 – 10 minutes. The second is adolescents. Their concentration span 

is longer as a result of intellectual development. The last is adult. Adult have a 

longer concentration span to do an activity than the other group. Crandall and Shin 

(2014) also has perspective that young learners are those who can “pick up” a 

language easily, and often remembering their own frustration. 

 

2.4 Multiple Inteligences 

An idea or competence in the human brain is called Intelligence (Gardner, 

1993). Intelligence is a human’s competence to solve a problem, to create an effective 

product and also need the potential for finding and creating the problem. Intelligence 

is the most readily observed when they are being exploited to carry out one or another 

program action. Basically, human does not only have one intelligence. Human has more 

than one intelligence that is called as Multiple Intelligences. Multiple Intelligences 

must be activated on ourselves first to know the kind of Multiple Intelligence that we 

are good at. Gardner (1993) asserts that Multiple Intelligences consist of eight 

intelligences: 

2.4.1    Linguistic Intelligence                                            

This type of intelligence has to do with words, sopken or written. Linguistic 

Intelligence makes the children enjoy reading, writing, discussion and dialog. The 

children also tend to think in word and they have the ability to figure out grammatical 

patterns.  

2.4.2    Logical-Mathematical Intelligence 

This Intelligence will teach the children to do not just show a propensity toward 

math but also tend to be more analytical. Logical-Mathematical Intelligence will guide 

the children to learn through reasoning, experimenting and enjoy the logical puzzles.  
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2.4.3    Visual-Spatial Intelligence 

Visual-spatial intelligence is requiring the ability to visualize objects from a 

different perspective. This intelligence makes children may think in pictures and 

images and show special abilities in drawing. They may learn through visuals and 

organize ideas spatially through the graphic. 

2.4.4    Kinesthetic Intelligence 

An ability to create things and play around by activating their body is called 

Kinesthetic Intelligence. Basically, kinesthetic intelligence tends to talk less but do 

more. Children may learn through gestures and manipulatives and enjoy activities that 

involve movement, running, dancing, jumping and touching with this intelligence. 

2.4.5    Musical Intelligence 

Musical intelligence is an ability in recognizing and sensitivity toward a 

rhythmic. With this intelligence, children may learn some melodies and enjoy singing, 

chanting, tapping, rhythms and listening activities.  

2.4.6    Intrapersonal Intelligence 

Intrapersonal intelligence is the capacity to recognize and evaluate self 

motivation and self awareness. This intelligence alson can make the children to be self-

reflective and like to work alone. They may be more i touch with their feelings, abilities 

and emotions. 

2.4.7    Interpersonal Intelligence 

Interpersonal Intelligence is an ability to recognize a social relationship. This 

intelligence will make children like to interacting with people and show ability telate 

to others. It will make them enjoy to discussing and socializing with their peers and 

cooperative activities.  
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2.4.8    Naturalistic Intelligence 

Naturalistic intelligence is the ability in recognizing various features in natural 

world. With this intelligence children will have an affinity toward nature, including 

plants, animals and the environment. They may enjoy the activities that take place 

outdoors in nature.  

 Gardner (1993) also mentiones that those intelligences cannot operate by own. 

Those can be activated together in one time and tend to complete one another. 

 

 


