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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter gives the general draft of this research. It contains the 

background of the study, research problem, the purpose of the study, the 

significance of the study, scope, and limitation, and definition of key terms.  

1.1 Research Background 

Indonesian students face difficulties in study English. It can be seen by the 

students of Junior high school who have low English score in national examination. 

Sulistyo (2015) states that examination is the tool to get diagnose of the teaching 

and learning in the school.  Based on the data from Kemendikbud (2017), there are 

54.771 Junior High Schools in Indonesia. In addition, the result of the examination 

in 2017 at junior High school is decreasing than in 2016. The average of the English 

score in 2017 at Junior High School is 50.18 and the score in 2016 is 57.17. It means 

that Indonesian students have the problems when they are learning English in the 

class.   

SMPN 3 Petarukan is one of the schools in Indonesia that have problem in 

learning English.  It can be seen by statement of the teacher in SMPN 3 Petarukan. 

The teacher states that the score of national examination in 2017/2018 is decreasing 

than 2016/2017. However, the teacher do not show the score of the students in 

national examination because it is privacy.  

Kharisatul (2011) conducts the research about the students’ problem in the 

speaking skill at SMPN 2 Batu. In this research, the researcher tries to find the 
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problems in speaking. This research uses descriptive quantitative. Also, the 

participants are 34 students. There are three instruments. The instruments are 

questionnaire, interview, and observation. This research finds the problems in two 

aspects. The aspects are linguistic problem and nonlinguistic problem. The result 

of this research shows some problems that are faced by the students in linguistic. 

The problems are grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary and fluency. Whereas, the 

problems in nonlinguistic are the number of the students in class, the timing that 

have of the students is limited, facilities in the school, they have problem with the 

method that is used by the teacher, they have problem in motivation, and the last 

problem is related to the materials.  

Rizkiilahi (2013) conducts the research about the students’ problem in 

comprehending reading at SMPN II Prigen. In his research, the researcher wants to 

find the problems of the students, especially in reading comprehension. This 

research uses descriptive research. Then, the participants that followed the research 

are 80 students (two classes). There are three instruments. The instruments are 

questionnaire, observation and interview. From the data, the researcher finds some 

problems. The problems are vocabularies, pronunciation, grammar, the managing 

the time to read in a week, dictionary possession, and the interesting of the students 

in reading text.  

In this current study, the researcher conducts the analysis of the students’ 

problem in learning English for Junior High School. It means that the researcher 

conducts the analysis in general English subject. In addition, this research is 
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different from previous research in Digital Library in University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang (UMM) because that focus on only one particular skill.  

1.2 Research Problems  

Based on the background of the study, the research problems are:  

1.2.1 What are the problems faced by the students at SMPN 3 Petarukan in terms 

of learning English from the students’ perspective?   

1.2.2 What are the problems faced by the students at SMPN 3 Petarukan in terms 

of learning English from the teachers’ perspective?   

1.3 Research Objectives 

1.3.1 To investigate the students’ problems when they are learning English subject 

based on the students’ perspective in SMPN 3 Petarukan.  

1.3.2 To investigate the information about problems of the students in SMPN 3 

Petarukan based on the teachers’ perspective.  

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study covers the students’ problems in English course for junior high 

school learners. This study is conducted for 9th grade students. However, the study 

is just for one class. The reason is the school does not allow do research in all of the 

classes since the students’ in 9th grade prepare middle examination.  

1.5 Research Significance  

1.5.1 The students know or are aware of the problems that they are faced in 

learning English, so the students can do reflection and can cope with their 

problems.  
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1.5.2 Teacher can be aware of the students’ problems. Then, the teacher can learn 

about the students characteristics, and reflect the strategy that is used by the 

teacher by considering the students problem in their teaching.  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

The definition of the keys term is made to reduce reader’s misunderstanding 

perceptions. There are two key terms in this study, the first is learning English, and 

the second is students’ problem.  

1.6.1 Learning English  

 There are many definitions from the experts about what learning is. 

Grandler (2001, as cited in Millah, 2015) stated that learning is the way to get the 

new information, skills and value. Based on the explanation above, learning is the 

activity to gain the new knowledge. Besides, English is one of the languages that is 

used by many people in the world. Therefore, learning English is study about the 

one of the international languages that consists four skills. The skills are listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing.  

1.6.2 Students’ Problem 

Syahril & Riska (1987, as cited in Syafni, Syukur, & Ibrahim, 2017) 

underline that students’ problem is the failure of the students to fulfill necessary. In 

this study, students’ problems are a condition of students that can obstruct the 

process of learning activities.  

 


