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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses about the use of P.I.E strategy to improve students 

writing ability. Chapter one consists of background of the study, research problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of 

key terms.  

1.1 Research Background 

English is an international language for many purposes.  It is used by people to 

communicate each other around the world. Nowadays, many people want to learn 

English because it is important to have a connection with people overseas. Many 

literatures or books are also published in English. Therefore it is important to learn 

English; not only speaking, but also written English. 

Writing is one of the important skills to students in learning English. It can be 

seen in daily life when they need to write such as a personal letter, article, 

assignment, even book. With a good writing skill, the students can share their ideas 

and knowledge.Grenville (2001) states that writing is hard because students need to 

explore their ideas and express it in an intriguing writing form. It means that writing 

is one of the hardest skills because students need to explore their experience and ideas 

to produce good writing. In addition to have a good writing skill students should read 
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a lot to get inspiration then practice in writing but not only that, students might also 

have a strategy in writing process.  

Students should produce and have good writing skill in daily life. Whereas in 

realitystudents often have difficulty to producing a good writing. In line withGraham, 

Harris, & Mason(2005)writing is regarded as a difficult skill and very complicated 

task. It means that in writing, there are some problems commonly happen to students. 

Not only should notice in aspects such as grammar, spelling, and vocabulary but they 

also have a problem to develop their ideas and what they want to write.  

Based on that problem, a teacher should have a strategy to lead students 

forwriting skill mastery. When a teacher teacheswriting,teacher just explains the 

generic structure of text without using any strategy. Actually, there are many 

strategies that teacher can use. A teacher can combine some strategies in writing 

process. One of the strategies on writing is Point, Illustration, Explanation (P.I.E) 

strategy.  

According to Nuraeni (2016), P.I.E strategy is a strategy where the students 

make a point, illustrate it with an example or quote and theprovide an explanation. In 

this study, P.I.E strategyrequires students to make a point from the topic. Then 

Illustration means that students illustrate from the example to support the point. In the 

explanation, students explain more about the point and also make description based 

on the topic they choose. 
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There are several studies conducted by some researchers about point, 

illustration, and explanation in writing skill.Nuraeni (2016)conducted a study on 

improving students’ writing ability use point, illustration, and explanation strategy. 

Her research method of the study was a descriptive qualitative. The population of the 

study was third semester students of STIBA Nusa Mandiri which contains of 40 

students. The result of her research showed that some students have a low motivation, 

students have difficult time to write because they did not know the purpose of 

writing. The researcher found that use point, illustration, and explanation can increase 

students’ comprehension in writing. Another research conducted by Utomo 

(2015)about point, illustration, explanation strategy. The result of his research was 

most of the students have poor writing ability. Students felt that writing is the most 

difficult skill for them. The researcher use point, illustration, and explanation to solve 

the problem in writing class.  

This study will be different with the previous study because they used report 

text to implementation the point, illustration, and explanation strategy in writing, 

whereas this study will apply a descriptive text. Both kind of text are truly different, 

so it will have different point of view toward text. 

In writing process, there are many kinds of text like the example narrative, 

descriptive, procedure, and recount. In this research, the researcher will use 

descriptive text to implementation using Point, Illustration, and Explanation (PIE) 

strategy. Wardani and Waris (2014) argue that descriptive text is a text that gives 

information about a particular person, place, or thing.Mostly it is about visual 
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experience, but description also deals with other kinds of perception. In this research 

descriptive text means students explain or describesomething use P.I.E strategy it can 

be animal, city, foods and the others. 

Thestudents in SMP 06 Muhammadiyah need more attention in writing skill. It 

can be seen by the score of pre-test. The mean score of pre-test is 64.42.It means that 

they do not pass the minimum criteria, thus students have difficulties in writing. 

Therefore, the researcher is curious to conduct a study in this school. The researcher 

offers to apply PIE strategy in writing descriptive text. 

In this research, it is important to know whether the use of point, illustration, 

and explanation can improve students in writing ability or not. If this strategy 

canimprove students writing skill, it means that this research can give a teacher an 

inspiration or alternative to teaching writing skill in writing class use this strategy, 

especially in descriptive text. Hopefully, this strategy can help student easier to share 

their ideas and write a paragraph in writing class. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the explanation above, the writer finds out the research problem:  

“How the P.I.E strategy improve students writing skill?” 
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1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the research problem above, this study is attended to: 

“Find out the improvement of writing ability of the students who are taught by using 

PIE strategy.” 

 

1.4 Research Significance 

The result of this research has both theoretical and practical 

significance.Theoretically this result can contribute to the theory of writing strategy 

and additional reference of teaching writing skill. 

Then, practically this study expected to give a good influence to agents of 

education. Firstly, it can give an alternative strategy for Englishteacher in writing 

class with the P.I.E strategy to teach their student and maybe combine it with another 

strategy when teaching writing so the teacher can lead the students to have a good 

writing skill. Secondly, the researcher hopes that this can help and motivate the 

students to express their ideas and makes students write easily in writing. 

 

1.5 The Scope and the Limitation 

This research is conducted to find out the improvement of students 

writingability thought by P.I.E strategy. However, the limitation in this research is in 

the implementation of using point, explanation, and explanation strategy in teaching 

writing descriptive text. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In addition to reduce a misunderstanding of the terms use in this research, the 

researcher will define the terms as follow. 

a) P.I.E strategy  

According to Nuraeni (2016), P.I.E strategy is a strategy where the students 

make a point, illustrate it with an example or quote and provide an explanation. 

In this study, P.I.E strategy is defined as strategy that helps students to write 

essay or description text easily by taken an example or quote from the expert 

and explain it in order to become a good paragraph.  

b) Writing skill  

Writing skill is one of the productive skills in English. Yulianti and Nisa 

(2017)mention that writing skill is a specific ability which helpthe student or 

researcher to put their ideas into a meaningful form. It means that writing skill 

is one of the basic skills that students should master. In this study, writing is a 

place for students to share their ideas, opinions, arguments. 

c) Descriptive text  

Descriptivetext in this study is one of the kindEnglish text.It 

containsdescribe something such as place, animal, person. In addition, studentis 

going to make descriptive text by using P.I.E strategy. 

 

 

 


