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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The chapter I provides the research background, research problem, research 

objective, scope and limitation, research significance, and definition of the key 

term. 

1.1 Research Background 

Regardless of the importance of English skills, reading seems to be the main 

key as the significant skill that should be the main concern. The success of language 

learner is largely influenced by his/her reading practice. According to Harmer 

(2007:99), reading is useful for language acquisition. He said that “the more they 

read, the better they get”, it means that so many benefits that we get from reading. 

Especially for English as Foreign Language (EFL) learners, reading English can 

give many new information, and improve language skill as well. 

The importance of reading is also realized by the Indonesian government. 

They decided to include English in the nation-wide school curriculum and it is as 

one of the compulsory subjects in Indonesian schools. Moreover, reading becomes 

one of the focuses as the item test on the national examination. However, for most 

Indonesian junior high school students, reading comprehension is difficult and 

complex subject. 

English reading becomes complicated for students because English is not 

their mother tongue, so most of them still find difficulties in reading 

comprehension. That is evident that English language achievement in Indonesian 
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school is still low. In fact, based on Programme for International Students 

Assessment (PISA) 2015, shows that 15-year-old Indonesian students ranked the 

lowest in basic reading skill compared to their peers in other countries. Indonesia is 

in 51st position among 57 countries on five continents.  

Then, based on Education First (EF) 2018, English proficiency index of 

Indonesia in the low position along with 20 other countries. The Indonesian student 

average value is 51.58, which is in the ranked 51st among 88 countries. Compared 

with the neighboring countries, Indonesia fell far below Singapore which is on 

number 3 with 68.63 average value in very high position, also left behind from 

Philippines ranked 14 with 61.84 average value and Malaysia ranked 22 with 59.32 

average value in the high position. The test was attended by more than one million 

people worldwide. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia high school students are required to master several 

kinds of text such as descriptive, recount, report, procedure and narrative text. 

Narrative text is the most interesting text to learn compare with others, since the 

text’s purpose is to amuse the reader. Especially share and entertain the factual 

experiences with dissimilar method. Miller (2007) states that problem, actions, 

resolution and solution are structural of structure organization in narrative text. 

Additionally, according to Nadine (2012:79), narrative text tells the readers about 

the events that happened in the past times, which is including fable, legend, and 

folktale.  

It can be said that, besides narrative is an interesting text, it is also the 

complicated text. There are several things considered in comprehending narrative 
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text, such as the elements of text, the text comprehension, the words analysis, etc. 

compared with the others type of text, the language feature and generic structure of 

narrative text are more complex. Additionally, students’ previous knowledge such 

as grammar, vocabulary, and background knowledge influence their reading 

achievement as well. 

The description above in line with the statements of an English teacher that 

researcher got during internship in SMP Ma’arif 03 Batu. From the interview to the 

English teacher of ninth grade students, among 5 types of text in junior high school, 

narrative text is the most complicated text faced by students. According to him, 

students in ninth grade have lack in vocabulary, moreover simple past tense are 

used in narrative text and must be find moral value of narrative text that makes 

narrative text more difficult for students. The evidence can be seen from the value 

of students learning outcomes (see appendix 1).  

Based on this situation, the researcher decides to do the research in SMP 

Ma’arif 03 Batu, and interest to find out the students’ difficulties in reading 

narrative text. The description encourages the writer to do the research with the 

title: “Case Study on Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending Narrative Text at 

SMP Ma’arif 03 Batu” 
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1.2 Research Problems 

From the background of the study, the research problem of this research is: 

What are the ninth grade students’ difficulties in comprehending narrative text? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Related to the research problem, the objective of the research is: To describe 

the ninth grades students’ difficulties in reading comprehending narrative text. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This research conducted in SMP Ma’arif 03 Batu, exactly to class 9A 

students. This research focuses on analyzing students’ difficulties in 

comprehending narrative text, and limited only in the structure, the language 

feature, the words, the sentences, the characters, the settings, the point of view, the 

plots, the moral value, and the information of the text. 

1.5 Research Significances  

The result of this study is expected to be beneficial for: 

1. The teachers 

The research is able to realize that knowing the students’ difficulties in 

comprehending narrative text is very important because by knowing the difficulties, 

the teacher will be able to increase students’ reading comprehension, choose the 

most appropriate teaching method based on his students’ difficulties, and fix 

teaching and learning process. 
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2. The future researchers 

The purposed of the study can be beneficial and contribute as guide in doing 

research by some future researchers. For the researchers who will conduct the same 

topic of their research, can use this research as references. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

The researcher interprets some key terms to avoid misunderstanding in 

content and terms in this study, which are: 

1. Students is the ninth grade children who studies narrative text in SMP Ma’arif 

03 Batu. Student is one who attends a school, college or university (Simanek, 

2014). 

2. Difficulties are hard thing faced by the students when learning comprehending 

narrative text. The difficulty is the quality or state of being hard to do, deal with, 

or understand (Meriam Webster, 2018). 

3. Comprehension is how the readers get the information by identifying the text, 

and found the meaning (Kimberly, 2015).   

4. Reading is a skill in English subject that needs to comprehend by the students 

in junior high school. Reading comprehension is a term used to identify those 

skills needed to understand and apply information contained in a written 

material (Olson and Diller, 1982:42). 

5. Narrative Text is the genre of text that is taught by a teacher for the ninth grade 

students in junior high school. A narrative is a text that tells a story and, in doing 

so, entertains the audience. It has characters, settings, and actions (Anderson, 

2003a) 


