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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter covers the entire theoretical framework of this study. It covers 

definition of writing for EFL (English as a Foreign Language), micro and macro skills 

of writing, definition of teaching writing, definition of recount text and definition of 

picture series. The following explanation in every topic will be covering in detail as 

follow.  

2.1 Definition of Writing for EFL 

Meyers (2005) defines writing as process to discover and organize ideas, put it 

on paper, reshaping and revising it into good sentences or paragraph. Therefore, writing 

can be categorized as productive skill. According to Spratt, Pulverness, and Williams 

(2005), writing includes into producing skill. It can be categorized as productive skill 

because students need to finish in longer term than other skills. Writing for EFL 

belongs to the most difficult skill to be master because writing needs many rules. 

According to Richards and Renandya (2002) state, writing as the most difficult skill 

for second language learners in organizing, generating ideas and in putting the ideas 

into the text. In addition, Richard and Renandya (2002) also state that skill involved in 

writing is very complex for example, planning and organizing the paragraphs. Besides, 

students should give high attention in spelling, word choice, punctuation, etc. In the 

similar view, Defazio (2010) believes that one of the main problems in writing is the 
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writer may rely on the use of abbreviation and informal language, whereas they tend to 

give less attention to punctuation, capitalization, spelling and organization. 

Writing is the most important skills that EFL needs to be increased. It is the last 

stage after listening, speaking, and reading in learning language. Writing becomes 

indicator for the students to master all the English language skills. In learning English, 

before the students produce a writing product, they have to master skills in listening, 

speaking and reading. Brown (2001) explains that teaching in writing for ESL and EFL 

are connected with teaching speaking and listening. 

Until 1960, writing skill for EFL has not attracted responsiveness. Nowadays. 

Writing is skill that EFL need to increase more. Harmer (1998) states that writing skill 

for EFL is very important in learning English. According to a linguist, Hyland (2004), 

personal meanings can be shared by writing. People can create their ideas in the topic 

of their writing. People share their ideas in the topic to others than another’s. Therefore, 

in constructing their ideas, people should create it, which is can be understand and 

accept by other people. 

 

2.2 Micro and Macro Skills of Writing  

Talking about micro and macro skills, it is about helping teachers in defining 

suitable one criteria assessing the students. Micro skills is going dealing with imitative 

and intensive writing. In the meantime, in writing, to master responsive and extensive 

macro skills is the most suitable that can be used. According to brown (2004), students 
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should gain fundamental sub skills. They are spelling, sentences, words and 

punctuation in imitative writing. In this stage, meaning and context are included to the 

secondary ones. Secondly, Intensive writing is similar to imitative.  

Other sub skills such as vocabulary based on the context, idioms and 

collocations, and correct grammatical features are already to include on this stage. It 

can be said that meaning and context are already to be concerned but the students still 

focus on form.  

Thirdly is responsive writing.  Discourse level is started to be involved by the 

students. They try to arrange sentence to be a paragraph. Relating them to another 

paragraph in sequence way. On this stage, the students will focus on writing that will 

be reach the objective. The form is still to be focused by the students. Meaning and 

context are strongly to be take care.  

Lastly is Extensive writing belongs to writing performance. Before all 

purposes, it implements all processes and strategies. On this stage, the students are 

already to write. They will write like essay, paper, report, etc. In producing the final 

output, the students will focus in achieving purpose, organizing and generating the 

ideas logically, using supporting details, showing syntactic and lexical variety, and 

drafting.  

 

2.3 Definition of Teaching Writing  

Teaching Writing is the way that can be done by the teacher in giving writing 

direction to students, and stimulate them to get ideas. Helping the students when they 

lose their words. The teacher also gives them a support (Harmer, 2004). There are some 
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steps are needed in teaching writing. Harmer (2004) gives the explanation that there 

are five steps in teaching writing. Firstly is demonstrating. Students are given examples 

type of the text by the teacher. Purpose, social functions, and grammatical feature in 

writing recount text will be explained in detail. The teacher also explains the students 

about differences among recount text and the other texts. 

Secondly is motivating and provoking. Teacher provokes and motivates 

students to find ideas in fun ways. Before entering class, in order to stimulate the ideas 

of the students, the teachers should prepare the activity. For example, teachers prepare 

jumbled pictures, which will be shown. Directly, the students can find out their ideas 

from those pictures. After getting the ideas, the students can ask teacher for the correct 

sentences. 

Thirdly is supporting. Exactly, a help from teacher is very needed by students. 

Thus, in the classroom, teachers should be available to help students. Students must 

have many questions to ask during writing process. Anything deal with writing features 

will be asked by the students. 

Fourthly is responding. Teacher is recommended to give some suggestions to 

students’ works so far. On students’ works, teacher will not giving any correction 

symbol but teacher is allowed to give comments or suggestions. For instance, teachers 

say, “You have to be careful with your future tense. You are able, actually. It’s just 

about your carefulness”. 

Lastly is evaluation. It will be applied in every task or activity. In evaluation 

process, as the final product teachers should judge students’ work. During evaluation, 

student’s score will be get by teachers. As learning opportunity for the students, the 
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teacher should make correction symbols on their writing product. The students can 

learn the mistakes from their product. They also can understand how to revise them. 

 

2.4 Definition of Recount Text 

Recount text is one of text that retells experience or past event. Recount text is 

text that retelling past event or experience, which is the researchers have. Usually, 

recount text retells their experiences, such as holiday, daily activity, etc. Recount text 

is aimed to inform and to entertain the readers about past events. 

2.4.1 Types of Recount text 

Recount text is spoken or written text that retell past event. Recount text is used 

to relate experiences or retell events for entertain or inform the readers. There are some 

types of recount text, they are: (1) personal recount, (2) factual recount, (3) imaginative 

recount, (4) procedural recount, and (5) literary recount. 

2.4.2 Language Features of Recount text 

Recount text is one of the kind of the texts in writing, which retell past events. 

There are language features of recount text. Recount text has specific participants, the 

construction of recount text consists three parts, namely orientation, events based on 

chronological order, concluding of comments expressing personal opinion regarding to 

the events described. Events are described using past tense and adverbs to add more 

detail to the verbs. 

2.4.3 Generic Structure of Recount text 

The generic structures of recount text are social function, schematic structure, 

and language features. Genre differs in terms of their social purposes for which a 
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cultural interacted. They also differ with respect to the stages or schematic structures 

through the social processes are achieved. The social function of recount text is to retell 

past events or experiences. There are generic structures of recount text: 

 

2.5 Definition of Picture Series 

In language teaching, Picture series can be categorized as visual aids. Ghulam 

at al (2015) states visual aids instructional aids that used in classroom to encourage 

students learning process. In the classroom, pictures provide a shared experience for 

the students. Common base that leads to a variety of language activities. The task in 

learning writing can be modified as many as possibility by the pictures. Picture brings 

learning like being outside classroom. Therefore, picture is worth resource because it 

provides a shared of experience. 

According to Wright (1997), pictures are aspect of method through their 

representation of places, objects, and people. They are in essential part of the overall 

experiences. We must help our students to cope with. White and Arndt (1997) classify 

picture as visually representational material.  

In addition, single picture is called situational picture. Situational pictures are 

pictures that shown person is doing something with object. In addition, show the 

relationship between object with the person. This picture is appropriate for particular 

writing activities. Activities to describe the picture or to find the differences of two 

pictures. 
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2.5.1 The Benefits of Using Picture 

According to Wright (1997), picture can play an important role in motivating 

students, conceptualizing the language, giving reference, and helping the discipline of 

the activity. Therefore, pictures have been suggested as teaching aids in the classroom.  

2.5.2 The Source of Picture Series 

There are many kinds of picture that can be used as teaching media. It is easy 

in finding free or cheap picture as teaching media. The choice of pictures as teaching 

media depend of necessities and subject. In this research, the researcher chooses picture 

series from one of popular children magazine in Indonesia in 1973. It is namely, 

Majalah Bobo. 

Majalah Bobo is a popular magazine for children in Indonesia. It has been 

published since April 8th 1973. The group of Compas Media has published it. Majalah 

Bobo is a monthly Indonesian’s children, which is consisting of comics and stories; it 

is about the protagonist Bobo, a nine years old blue rabbit. The slogan of Majalah Bobo 

is “friend for learning and playing” because the stories of Majalah Bobo gives 

education through interesting reading for the children all at once for playing. Picture 

series from Majalah Bobo will be used in this research. (See Appendix 16) 

 

 

 

 

 


