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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents and discusses about research background, research 

problem, research objective, scope and limitation, research significances and definition 

of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Learning English, maybe challenging for many students, particularly in writing 

skill, as they have to spend some times to express their thought into written product. 

Sanjila (2005) states that there are six common writing problems such as capitalization 

and punctuation problems, fuzziness or inexplicitness, illogical sequence or bad 

organization, spelling problems and grammatical errors.   

Usually, in writing activity, students are assigned to write sentences and 

paragraphs without being given some clues so that it is difficult for them to express and 

organize their ideas on a piece of paper. There are many ways in organizing the 

sentences on piece of paper. One of them is recount text. Usually, the students are still 

difficult in telling their experience. This is because writing is difficult for them because 

they are lack in mastering vocabulary, spelling and grammar. 

The researcher has conducted the preliminary study at Class A, Second-grade 

students of SMPN 18 Malang. The preliminary study was held by giving them a test to 

make recount text without giving them any clues even applying media or aids. It is 

found that the average score that they got is 49 (See Appendix 5) whereas the minimum 
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learning mastery standard at SMPN 18 Malang especially for English subject is 76. 

The score is still far reaching the passing grade for English subject. 

According to the Preliminary study result, it can be seen that students still have 

many difficulties in writing recount text. The most difficulties in writing recount text 

are: (1) the students are still confused to find the topic or title, (2) they do not have 

ideas to write, (3) they are still confused in organizing the writing, and (4) they often 

do some mistakes with the lack of knowledge in vocabulary. These problems can be 

influenced by some factors. Based on the interview that the researcher done with the 

English Teacher at SMPN 18 Malang, these problems appear because of method or 

technique in teaching writing (See Appendix 11). The teacher taught writing recount 

text just gave explanation and exercise. It makes students less in understanding, less 

interest in writing and makes students bored. These problems are very important to be 

solved. To help students solve these problems, it needs good teaching aids/ media that 

is more interesting in teaching writing recount text. 

For teacher, media plays important rules in teaching and learning process in the 

classroom. Media helps the teacher when he delivers material. The quality can be 

enhanced by applying media in teaching and learning process in the classroom. Besides 

that, using media is support teacher’s material. Newby (2000) states that the use of 

media makes material and instruction delivered more interesting and easier. He adds 

that using media in teaching learning process can stimulate students’ new interest and 

motivation. In a nutshell, media plays important role in achieving educational goals. 

In teaching writing recount text, one of media that can be used is Picture series. 

Picture series creates the situation for learning classes and it is interesting. In addition, 
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picture series is worth of a thousand words because one picture can tell students many 

things from the beginning until the end. It is as a story presented in chronological 

order. Picture series also can be interesting media for teaching and learning. The 

researcher considers that everybody likes picture. Therefore, students can enjoy the 

process in learning writing, especially in recount text. Based on the usefulness of 

picture series, the researcher considers it as media to improve writing recount text. 

Underlying the previous research by Sari, Bunau and Surmiyati (2014), the use 

of real picture series in teaching writing recount text is found to be effective to improve 

students’ writing skill. 

Based on the research background above, the researcher is interested in 

improving students’ skill in writing recount text. Therefore, this research is entitled 

Improving Students’ Skill in Writing Recount Text Using Picture Series at SMPN 18 

Malang. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

According to the research statement, the research problem of this study is: How 

can picture series increase students’ writing skill in recount text at SMPN 18 Malang? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the research statement, the objective of this study is to describe how 

picture series can increase students’ writing skill in recount text at SMPN 18 Malang. 
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1.4 Scope and Limitations 

The study focuses on how Picture series can increase students’ skill in writing 

recount text. The study is conducted at Class A, second-grade students of SMPN 18 

Malang in academic year 2019. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

This research is to reveal theoretical and practical function. Theoretically, this 

research is aimed to be a contribution for the teachers in teaching recount text. 

Practically, this study is intended to be a reference for students to learn deeper about 

picture series especially who wants to observe. In addition, it can be a consideration 

for teaching recount text. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

The researcher gives the definition of the key terms below to elicit 

misunderstanding from readers. 

1. Writing 

Writing is the process of expressing ideas, thinking and feeling in words on the 

piece of paper (Tiwari, 2005). 

 

2. Teaching Writing 

Teaching writing is the way where teacher has to give writing direction to the 

students, and stimulate them to get ideas; help students when they lose their words, 

and always give support (Harmer, 2004). 
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3. Recount Text 

Recount text is a piece of text retelling past events, usually in the order in which 

they happened. The purpose of recount text is to give the audience ascription of 

what occurred and when it occurred (Anderson & Anderson, 2003). 

4. Picture Series 

The aids that help in teaching and learning process that can be seen are called 

‘visual aids or media’ (Alen, 1983). 

 


