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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter discusses research background, problem, objective, 

significance, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Those aspects are 

explained  separately by revisiting some of theories.  

1.1. Research Background 

 

 Writing is the most difficult subject compared to speaking, listening, and 

reading. When writing, it is expected that the writer should be careful with the 

grammar, spelling, capitalization, diction and punctuation. Besides, content is 

important since it should be related to the topic of the writing. Jonah (2006) as 

cited in Rahmah (2017) argues that writing can be used as an indirect 

communication to transfer the information. In writing activity, the writer should 

be able to give something new and propose the ideas to the reader.  

 Through writing, students will communicate with clarity. It helps the 

students to express idea and opinion to do the communication in effective way. 

For the students, good at writing will bring many benefits. Firstly, writing is a 

good way to help the students to develop their ability in using vocabulary, 

grammar and develop their ability in using language. Secondly, writing is an 

essential tool to support other skills. If students have good writing ability, they 

can speak and read the text more effectively. Thirdly, writing is a way to approach 

the modern information technology as well as the human knowledge. 

Furthermore, it is necessary to master writing skill because it can help people have 
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a well preparation when finding a job or attend English courses. From those 

benefits, writing is very important to every student. Mandal (2009) explains that 

writing  becomes an important tool which make people communicate with others 

effectively. 

 Although writing is an essential skill, many students at high school get the 

problem in writing. The problem faced by the students in understanding English 

are divided into two, they are: linguistic and non-linguistic problem. The factor 

which comes from the language itself is encountered by someone who is studying 

the language. According to Sadtono (1987:17): 

Linguistic problem is related to the language, such as: grammar, 

vocabulary, language style, and their first interference. In contrast, non-

linguistic problem is the problem that influences the language learning. 

Non-linguistic problems, such as: student, teacher, method, material, 

facilities, motivation, frequency of lesson time, society exposure, goals 

and government’s policy.  

 

 In short, linguistic problem and non-linguistic problem has different factor 

in affecting the students to learn a language.  

 There are varieties of difficulties in learning the English skills faced by the 

students. Supatmi (2013) did the research about Students Difficulties in Writing 

Recount Text at The Second Year of Junior High School 2 Kartasura in 

2012/2013 Academic Year. The descriptive method was conducted in this 

research. Moreover, the instruments used were document analysis and interview. 

The subject of the data was the teacher and students at second year of Junior High 

School 2 Kartasura in 2012/2013 academic year. The result was the difficulties in 

writing recount text that faced by students were in generic structure, such as: 

orientation, events, and reorientation. Then, the other difficulties faced by the 
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students were in language features, such as: choosing vocabulary, spelling, 

grammatical sentences, deleting words, tenses, material process, and sequence of 

time.  

 The next previous study was conducted by Ferdhiyanto (2014) from 

University of Kristen Satya Wacana about Junior High School Students’ 

Grammatical Problems In Their Written Production. The subjects of this study 

were 20 students in academic year 2011/2012 in Pangudi Luhur Ambarawa Junior 

High School. The data of this study were collected from paragraph writing made 

by students in grade eight. They have to make a paragraph consisting of 200-400 

words without opening the dictionary. The instrument of this research was 

collected to be analyzed and described. The grammatical errors were detected in 

this study. It found that 49.6% errors in using tenses, 11.6% errors in plurality, 

11.2% errors in preposition, 8.7% errors in article, and 7.8% errors in word order. 

The results of students’ written production show that the grammatical errors occur 

in their paragraph with the highest percentage. 

 The last previous study was done by Indriyani (2013) about A Genre 

Analysis of the Difficulties in Writing Decriptive Text by the Students of Class VIII 

Junior High School 2 Kartasura in 2012/2013 Academic Year. The participants of 

this study were eight grade in Junior High School 2 Kartasura in 2012/2013 

academic year. The instruments used were document analysis and interview. In 

document analysis, the descriptive text written by the students of grade eight at 

Junior High School 2 Kartasura was investigated. In addition,  the interview to the 

teachers was conducted. The result is, there are two kinds of difficulty that faced 
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by the students. First, generic structure. Second, language features. It found that 

the total of difficulties of the students in writing descriptive text is 98.75%. 

 From the preliminary finding, it was found that the score of writing in 

grade eight is considered low rather than reading and speaking. The mean of 

writing score was 54.6. From interview, the teacher said that the most students 

were not really good in their vocabulary and grammar. Actually, students have 

fruitful ideas and do share with friends, but they do not know how to write it into 

English. The problem is not only about linguistic problem, but also non-linguistic 

problem. The most common problem is the students rarely open the dictionary. 

The teacher further said that around 80% of the eight grade students are not good 

in writing. 

 Therefore, it is interesting to study about non-linguistic problems faced by 

students in learning writing. In conducting the research, eight grade of Junior 

High School 2 Sumberasih was chosen. Based on the explanation above, A Study 

on the Problems of Learning Writing Faced by Eight Graders at Junior High 

School 2 Sumberasih, Probolinggo was investigated. 

1.2 Research Problem 

      Based on the background of the study above, the research questions are 

formulated as follow: 

What are the non-linguistic problems faced by the eight graders at Junior High 

School 2 Sumberasih, Probolinggo in learning writing? 
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1.3 Research Objective 

   In relating to the problem above, the objective of the study is as follow: 

To identify the non-linguistic problems faced by eight graders at Junior High 

School 2 Sumberasih, Probolinggo in learning writing 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

  The scope of this study focused on the non-linguistic problems in writing 

faced by eight graders at Junior High School 2 Sumberasih, Probolinggo. Eight 

graders were chosen in this research because they have a lowest score in writing 

rather than reading and speaking.  

1.5 Research Significance  

The result of this study is practically will be useful for: 

1.5.1 For teacher 

  The result of this study is expected to be an evaluation for the teachers to 

know  about the non-linguistic problems faced by eight graders at Junior High 

School 2 Sumberasih, Probolinggo in order the teacher can use the appropriate 

strategy and a good method in teaching writing subject to minimize those non- 

linguistic problems. 

1.5.2 For teacher candidate 

  The result of this study is expected to help teacher’s candidate as a 

reference that every student has problem in writing whether it is linguistic or non- 

linguistic problem, and preparation before they become real teacher to face those 

problems in classrooms teaching. 
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1.5.3 For school 

         It can be beneficial for school to make some reflections about what has been 

done, and what has not been done. Non-linguistic problems in writing belong to 

big problem have to solve as soon as possible to improve the education quality in 

Junior High School 2 Sumberasih, Probolinggo. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In this case, the researcher presents the explanation of key terms used in this 

research in order to avoid the misunderstanding.  

1.6.1 Writing is a form of communication that is used to deliver our feelings 

through written form, (Harmer, 2001:79). It means that writing is an activity 

where the writers express their ideas, opinions, and feelings through written 

form as a way of communication. 

1.6.2 Non-linguistic problems are the problems that influence the language 

learning which is unconnected to the linguistic ability, (Sadtono, 1987:17). 

This kind of problems are affected by student’s roles, teacher’s roles, 

friend’s roles, parent’s roles, teacher’s method, teaching material, media, 

learning motivation, school facilities, and environment. 

 

 

 

 


