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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the discussion of some issues which related to the 

topic being studied. They are research background, research problems, research 

objectives, scope and limitation, research significance, and definition of key 

terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

In learning language especially English there are four skills that the learners 

have to master. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing. From those 

skills, the hardest to be mastered is writing. According to Naghdipour (2016), 

writing is the least attended skill until school age so it is the late needed and most 

demanding skill. Also students should pay attention to the grammatical 

construction, vocabularies chosen and the understanding of the structure. 

There are many kinds of writing in learning English at school, for example 

writing text, speech, dialogue and drama script. In writing text, there are five main 

texts that are usually learned at schools such as descriptive, report, recount, 

narrative and argumentative text. In writing descriptive text, it is necessary to use 

media so the students have a comprehensive picture of the things, human, or 

animals they want to describe. 

Nevertheless, as teacher, a rubrics assessment in scoring students’ writing 

should be had. It should reflect the mechanics of writing which include ‘micro and 

macro skill in writing’ (Brown, 2007). According to Damayanti (2009), micro 
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skills more focus on the mechanical of writing such as grammatical system and 

the level or word. For the macro skills, it more leads to the communicative 

purpose of a written text, main idea and supporting idea, the literal and implied 

meaning writing. So from the rubrics assessment the teacher will get the students’ 

score in writing descriptive. The teacher also can find the students’ weaknesses in 

writing descriptive text based on the micro and macro skills. Hopefully, using 

scrapbook as the teaching media will improve students’ score in writing 

descriptive text. 

The activity in teaching and learning, media is very needed. It is important 

to use media as a tool for teaching and learning language. According to Tileston 

(2003), media through visuals, sounds, smells, and tastes can be brought into the 

classroom. It should be used in order to support the teaching and learning process. 

Also, it can improve the students’ skill actually in writing descriptive. 

One of the media that can be used is scrapbook. According to Avenue 

(2013), scrapbook is a technique of combining stories or memorial in a book, each 

page has a picture or writing. It preserves interesting story on it. It can also help 

the students to learn writing a descriptive text. However, the students can describe 

about their family through collecting photos, then adding with the story about the 

photos. 

Based on the previous research conducted by Widiyanto, Ulfah, & Zia 

(2015) the use of scrapbook as a media can improve students’ ability in writing 

recount text. It is proven that scrapbook as a media helps junior high school 

students in improving their ability in writing recount text. 
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The main purpose of teaching English at SMP Negeri 01 Batu based on the 

syllabus is the use of English as language for international communication 

whether it is spoken or written. The written form is often used for the students’ 

school exams. That is why students’ writing skill is noticed especially for 

descriptive text. The students should be able to write a simple introduction text 

about themselves by using proper text structure and linguistic element. 

Based on the preliminary study that the researcher had been carried out for 

Class B first-grade students at SMP Negeri 01 Batu, it is found that the students 

cannot put and organize the right grammatical structure of simple present tense 

such as using improper verb and pronoun in writing descriptive text. It is proven 

by their mean score in writing descriptive text is 67.1. Actually, it is under the 

standard of minimum completeness score which is 75. It is supported by the result 

of the interview of English teacher at SMP Negeri 01 Batu. She said that the main 

problem of teaching writing in descriptive text is caused the lack of the media (see 

Appendix 1 line 22) and also the students’ low mastery of vocabulary (see 

Appendix 1 line 24). This is why this problem is to be solved. Hopefully by using 

scrapbook as the media in teaching writing skill for descriptive text can improve 

the students’ writing skill. 

Based on the research background above, the researcher is interested in 

improving students’ skill in writing descriptive text. So this research is entitled 

Improving Students’ Skill in Writing Descriptive Text Using Scrapbook at SMP 

Negeri 01 Batu. 
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1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the research background above, the problem of this study is: “How 

can scrapbook improve students’ skill in writing descriptive text at SMP Negeri 

01 Batu?” 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

From the research question, this research is aimed to describe how 

scrapbook can improve students’ skill in writing descriptive text at SMP Negeri 

01 Batu. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The study focuses on how scrapbook can improve students’ writing skill in 

descriptive text. It is conducted at SMP Negeri 01 Batu on first-grade students of 

Class B in the academic year of 2018/2019. 

 

1.5 Research Significances 

This research is reveal to its theoretical and practical function. Theoretically, 

this research is aimed to be a contribution for the teachers in teaching descriptive 

text. 

Practically, this study intends to be a reference for students to learn deeper 

about scrapbook, especially who wants to observe students’ writing skill. Also, it 

can be a consideration for teaching descriptive text. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher gives the definition of the key terms below to avoid the 

misunderstanding of the key terms that often use in this study, such as: 

1. Writing 

Writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to 

express, and organizing them into statements and paragraphs that will be 

clear to a reader (Nunan, 2003). The target of this research is the students 

are able to write descriptive text. 

2. Teaching Writing 

Teaching writing is the way where a teacher has to give writing direction to 

the students and stimulate them to get ideas; help students when they lose 

their words, and always give support (Harmer, 2004). This study focuses on 

teaching writing skill for junior high school students about descriptive text. 

3. Descriptive text 

Descriptive text is a text which displays the appearance of things that 

occupy space, whether they are objects, people, buildings or cities (Stanley, 

1988). The point of descriptive text is giving a description of something in 

particular in order to help the people perceive it through words. 

4. Scrapbook 

Scrapbook is a technique of combining stories or memorial in a book, each 

page has a picture or writing (Avenue, 2013). The writing in a scrapbook is 

used to describe the picture. 

  


