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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is one of the important elements in conducting a study. It is 

as stated by Creswell (2012: 20), “Research designs are the specific procedures 

involved in the research process: data collection, data analysis and report writing”. In 

other words, research design is a master plan used by the researcher in order to gather 

and analyze the necessary data for answering the research question through the 

scientific procedure. 

Then, this study uses descriptive as the research design. Borg and Gall (1989) 

said descriptive studies are aimed at finding out “What is”, so observational and 

survey methods are frequently used to collect descriptive data. Descriptive research 

involves gathering data that describe events and then organizes, tabulates, depicts and 

describe data collection (Glass and Hopkins: 1984).  

Moreover, in this study, the data were collected by conducting several 

observations around the school area of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak. It was 

conducted in two weeks, from the second week of August until the first week of 

September 2015. It was conducted in order to get varied data, and rich of information, 

related to this study. The data obtained were the recorded conversations of informal 

conversation, and the results of the interviews with the speakers.  
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3.2 Research Subject 

The subjects of this study were the male and female students of SMK 

Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak in the academic year 2015/2016. They came from the 

second grade and third grade. They were chosen as the subjects of this research 

because the researcher found it easy to meet them in order to conduct an interview, or 

observe their conversation in informal meetings. Further, there were also five other 

criteria in choosing the subjects of this study. These criteria follow: 

1. The subjects must be the active students of the SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak 

in the academic year of 2015/2016. 

2. They were involved as an informal meeting participant. 

3. They often came to the informal meeting. 

4. They were actively participating during the meeting, especially in sharing 

ideas or giving opinions. 

5. They agreed to be the subject of this research, and in giving some explanations 

while they were being interviewed. 

After paying much attention to those criteria, the 16 students were chosen 

randomly. Of those students, eight of them were males and eight were females.  

3.3 Research Object 

This research was about the linguistic strategies used by male and female 

students of the SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak during an informal meeting. Therefore, 
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the object of this research was the linguistic strategies which were applied in 

conversations by male and female students during informal meetings.  

3.4 Research Instrument 

An instrument is defined as a means to collect data. There were three  

instruments that were used in this research. 

1. Recorder 

The utterances which occurred during the conversation amongst male and 

female students of the SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak in an informal meeting 

were recorded. Therefore, it could help the researcher to analyze the data.  

2. Observation Check-list 

This observation check-list was for writing down occurrences of linguistic 

strategies applied by male and female students in an informal meeting. 

Table 3.1 the occurrence of Linguistic Strategies used by Male and Female 

Students of SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak.  

 

No Code of 
Students Sex 

Aspects of Linguistic Strategies 

Indirectness Interruption Silence Topic 
Raising Adversative 

        
M       

        
F       

  FM       

Percentages M      
F      
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3. Interview Guide 

This interview guide was used to confirm the linguistic strategy being used by 

male and female students of the SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak in an informal 

meeting. It was the guideline used while conducting interviews. By making an 

interview guide, the questions which needed to be asked, in order to get more 

explanation and information related to the data, could be answered clearly. 

The lists of the questions are as follows: 

a. Do you think that you plan a whole sentence before you start speaking? 

Why? 

b. Why do you think that you said it that way?  

c. Why did you interrupt the interlocutor’s statement? 

d. Why did you respond the interlocutor by silence? 

e. What is your intention to raise a new topic during your conversation? 

f. What is the meaning of the indirectness that you propose to the 

interlocutor? 

g. Did your sentence aim at promoting a conflict with the interlocutor? 

3.5 Kinds of Data 

Data refers to the rough materials which were collected by the researcher from 

the observation. Data includes materials that researchers actively record, such as the 

transcription and participant observation. In addition, data also includes what others 

have created and the researcher findings. 
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In this study, the recorded conversations of male and female students of the 

SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak, were the data collected in order to make it easier to 

analyze the data related to the research problem. There were four kinds of data taken 

in this study, including: 

a. Spoken data in the form of conversations which were done by male and 

female students during an informal meeting. 

b. Data taken by using an observation checklist. This kind of data was taken in 

order to learn of the linguistic strategy which was used predominantly by the 

male and female students. 

c. Note-taking data which was taken during the observation.  

d. Spoken data which were taken whilst conducting an interview.  

3.6 Data Collection 

3.6.1 Technique of Data Collection 

a. Observation  

The conversations’ process of male and female students in informal meetings 

was observed by the researcher, whilst becoming involved in their 

conversation, without being one of the research subjects. 

b. Note Taking  

The researcher would also take notes on several important and relevant things 

that might have occurred during the observation. 
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c. Recording Utterances 

In this case, the researcher recorded the utterances as how they originally 

occurred. It was done in order to get the natural, and trusted, data which will 

be analyzed further by the researcher.  

d. Interview 

Interviews were conducted after recording the informal meeting 

conversations. These were conducted to confirm the linguistic strategy being 

used by male and female students in an informal meeting. Besides, it was also 

used to understand the reason why they speak in that way. 

 
3.6.2 Procedures of Data Collection 

There would be six steps in collecting the data. Each step is explained as 

follows: 

a. Choosing the subjects of this study, and the informal meeting schedule that 

was going to be observed.    

b. Recording the conversations which occurred in the informal meetings. Those 

conversations must be spoken by the subjects of this study. 

c. Transcribing the recorded data 

After recording the conversations, which were conducted during the informal 

meeting, those recorded data were transcribed in order to make it easier to be 

analyzed. 
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d. Selecting the data 

This was conducted in order to remove the data which had no relation to this 

study, and to gather all of data which showed the application of linguistic 

strategies applied by the subjects.  

e. Classifying the data 

Having already selected the data, it made it easier to classify. Those data were 

classified based on the types of linguistic strategies which were applied and 

the intentions in applying it. 

f. Interviewing the subjects of this research 

The aim of doing this interview was to make sure that what had been 

interpreted by the researcher was consistent with what was meant by the 

speakers or the subjects. There were a number of questions, as previously 

listed, which were asked in this interview session. Therefore, the researcher 

gained more explanations and information related to the data.   

3.6.3 Data Analysis 

The data that have already been taken were analyzed through the 

following steps: 

1. The recorded data were transcribed, and then classified, based on the 

observation check-list. Then, it was combined with the results of the interview 

and note-taking.  
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2. After combining the data, those data were tabulated and analyzed. The 

percentages of the data which were obtained from the observation check-list 

would be counted and compared. It was used to discover the differences 

between male and female students in using the various aspects of linguistic 

strategies based on the observation check-list. The formula is as follow: 

  

 

 f = frequency (the number of linguistic strategies applied) 

  N = the total number of linguistic strategies being applied 

In order to determine the dominant linguistic strategies applied during the 

conversational interactions, the researcher used a scale system with its 

categories adopted from Likert Scale in as follows: 

a. 81% -100% : Very high 

b. 61% - 80% : High 

c. 41%-60% : Average 

d. 21% - 40% : Below average 

e. 0% - 20% : Low 

After analyzing and interpreting the data, the conclusion was made. The 

conclusion provided the answer about the differences of linguistic strategies 

used by male and female SMK Muhammadiyah 2 Pagak in an informal 

meeting, and the dominant linguistic strategies which were used by them. 
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