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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter discusses the method of the research which contains: research 

design, research object, research instrument, data collection, and data analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

According to Ary (2002), there are two research methodologies in education, 

namely: quantitative and qualitative. Quantitative research deals with questions that 

researchers can answer by gathering and statistically analyzing numeric data. It 

means, quantitative research uses statistical analysis of numeric data to understand 

and explain phenomena.  Meanwhile, qualitative research focuses on understanding 

social phenomena and providing rich verbal description of settings, situations, and 

participants. It means qualitative research uses the perspective of human participants 

and the data are collected in natural setting. 

This research investigated the deixis found in Edgar Allan Poe’s short story 

The Mask of the Red Death and the types of the deixis used in Edgar Allan Poe’s 

short story The Mask of the Red Death. The data were analyzed and presented in 

verbal description using words not in numerical data. Therefore, this research can be 

categorized as qualitative research.    
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3.2 Research Object 

Cameron et al., (1992) implicitly defined research object as inanimate matter 

which is observed by the researcher without any active interaction from the 

researcher. In this study, the research object was all utterances in Edgar Allan Poe’s 

short story The Mask of the Red Death. The researcher cannot interact with all 

utterances except investigating them to identify the deixis and the types of the deixis 

used in Edgar Allan Poe’s short story The Mask of the Red Death. 

  

3.3 Research Instrument 

The most common data collection methods used in qualitative research are: 

(1) observation (participant and non-participant), (2) interviewing, and (3) document 

analysis (Ary et al., 2002: 430). The research instrument used here was document 

analysis.  

Ary et al. (2002: 442) state that content or document analysis is a research 

method applied to written or visual materials for the purpose of identifying specified 

characteristics of the materials. The material analyzed can be textbooks, newspaper, 

speeches, television programs, advertisement, musical composition, or any of a host 

other types of documents.” 

In this study, the researcher analyzed Edgar Allan Poe’s short story entitled 

The Mask of the Red Death. The study was done for the purpose of identifying deixis 

contained in it. Therefore, document analysis was used here.                                    

 



20 

 

3.4 Data Collection 

In collecting the data, the researcher did the following steps: 

1. Reading and understanding The Mask of the Red Death short story written by 

Edgar Allan Poe. 

2. Selecting the data dealing with the problems which become the focus of the 

study, namely deixis. 

3. Rewriting all of the data which have been selected based on the original 

quotation in the short story The Mask of the Red Death. 

 

3.5 Data Analysis  

 After collecting the data, the researcher analyzed them through the following 

steps: 

1. Identifying the data which were categorized as deixis.  

2. Analyzing and categorizing the data based on person, spatial and temporal deixis.  

3. Providing proofs of examples in the analysis description.    

 

 

 

 

 


