
1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Using language in communication does not always work smoothly. It is often 

found in daily life. It is because the hearer may not know the context of the speaker’s 

utterance. So, misunderstanding may occur when a hearer interprets the utterance 

because of the different situation related to who, where, and when the utterances are 

uttered. Some sentences are impossible to be understood when the hearer does not 

know who, when and where the sentences are conveyed. Therefore, it is important to 

know the context of the utterances in order that misunderstanding and 

misinterpretation does not occur.  

Spoken and written language sometimes can be ambiguous to a hearer or 

addressee. Misunderstanding and misinterpretation do not only occur in oral 

expressions, but also in written expressions such as the interpretation of an authors’ 

expression expressed in short stories or novels. In reading English short stories, 

sometimes readers get difficulties in understanding the author’s writing to interpret 

the message. Therefore, understanding written expressions also needs knowing the 
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context, in this case, who, where and when the expressions are made. The theory 

related to show reference in terms of who, when, and where is called deixis theory. 

Deixis is the theory which deals with pointing to something. It is derived from 

Greek language which means “to point a thing”. According to Yule (2010: 130), 

deixis which is used to point to things and people are called person deixis, words and 

phrases used to point to a location are called spatial deixis, and those used to point to 

a time are called temporal deixis. The theory of deixis is chosen because deixis is 

used to point to a thing in order to make clear what the speaker means.  

The researcher chooses the short story to be analyzed because short story is 

brief and dense. As stated in Introduction to Literature: Short Story and Poetry (ND), 

a short story is fictional work of prose that is shorter than a novel. The format of short 

story is often narrative that tends to be more pointed than novels or books which usually 

a short story focuses on one incident, has a single plot, a single setting, a small number of 

characters, and covers a short period of time. Because of its brief and density, the 

researcher assumes that the usage of language is also brief including the usage of deictic 

words which point to certain reference which need to be understood completely.  

This study is focused on deixis in Edgar The Mask of the Red Death short 

story because in this story the author uses a narrator who never identifies himself as a 

character in the story. This story also contains many deictic words which need to be 

known to get well understanding about the story.  

The Mask of the Red Death is written by Edgar Allan Poe. Deixis studied here 

is focused on the types of deixis which includes the deixis which points to a person or 
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thing, location, and time. The Masque of the Red Death tells about a deadly disease 

called the "Red Death". There is a prince named Prospero, which is known to be very 

intelligent, brave, and eccentric. With the power he has, the prince invited his friends 

who came from the nobility and honorable knight to retreat them selves in majestic 

monasteries to avoid the "Red Death". They all can rest in peace fear of the "Red 

Death" or worry about the world outside. Although prince Prospero tries to forget and 

avoid the death, he finally dies too because of the red death disease.    

Considering that The Masque of the Red Death short story is good to read, the 

researcher is interested in analyzing it in terms of the deixis, namely person, spatial, 

and temporal deixis because by knowing the deixis, the readers of the short story can 

know the context at least in terms of person, place, and time which are referred to in 

order to be clear in catching what by the author means. So, the readers of the short 

story will not misunderstand nor misinterpret the contents.   

Related to this study, there was a previous study conducted by Kartika (2014) 

entitled An Analysis of Deixis Used by Helen as the Main Character in George 

Sullivan’s Novel “Helen Keller”. She focused on classifying the deixis and the types 

used by Helen as the main character in George Sullivan’s novel. The result of this 

study showed that the deixis used by Helen as the main character in George 

Sullivan’s novel consisted a person, temporal and spatial deixis. In this study, a 

person deixis used by Helen were I, my, me, she, her, they, their, them, you, your, he, 

this, that, it, we, our, and us. A temporal deixis are at times, that day, and the markers 
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of present, past or future form verbs. While spatial deixis found here were here, and 

that other room. 

This study will be different from the previous study because the previous 

study was conducted on novel, while this study is conducted on short story. Thus, the 

result is assumed will be different from the previous study. Therefore, An Analysis of 

Deixis Used in Edgar Allan Poe’s Short Story “The Mask of The Red Death” is 

important to conduct. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems can be formulated 

as follows: 

1. What are the deixis found in Edgar Allan Poe’s short story The Mask of the 

Red Death? 

2. What are the types of the deixis used Edgar Allan Poe’s short story The Mask 

of the Red Death? 

 

1.3 The Purposes of the Study 

Related to the statement of problems above, the purposes of the study can be 

explained as follows: 

1. To investigate the deixis found in Edgar Allan Poe’s short story The Mask of 

the Red Death. 



5 

 

2. To identify the types of the deixis the deixis used in Edgar Allan Poe’s short 

story The Mask of the Red Death. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to have both theoretical and practical significance. 

Theoretically, this study is expected to encourage the students that deixis theory is 

important to understand to avoid misunderstanding utterances. Practically, this study 

gives more proofs of deixis usage, so, the students and the readers of this study can 

understand the deixis more easily because they know the implementation of deixis in 

practice, not only know the theory in the classroom. In this case, they know the deixis 

implemented in written text, namely: a short story.    

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused on deixis in the Edgar Allan Poe’s short 

story The Mask of the Red Death. The deixis here is limited only the deixis and the 

types found in Edgar Allan Poe’s short story The Mask of the Red Death.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Deixis is using words such as this, that, now, here, there, yesterday as a way of 

pointing with language (Yule, 2010). It means that deixis refers to the words 

used to point something, someone, sometime, or someplace.  

The Mask of the Red Death is the short story written by Edgar Allan Poe in 1842.  


