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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

 This chapter introduces background of study, statement of problems, 

purposes of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of 

key terms.  

1. 1 Background of Study 

In Indonesia, English language is considered as the first international 

language which is taught in the education system. Thus, Indonesians assume that 

it is very important language which has been used in various aspects such as 

development of science, technology, education, business, culture and to establish 

the relationship with other countries in order to advance the nation. Although 

English is a foreign language for Indonesians, it is very interesting to be learned, 

studied, and used. Many experts and teachers have conducted some ways to make 

English easier to be learned and taught. One of those ways is by implementing 

English language as one of the compulsory subjects in the curriculum, especially 

for junior and senior high schools. 

Further, since 2006, Indonesia has curriculum, School-Based Curriculum 

(SBC) or Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) as the educational 

system. Referring to National Education Standards Board or Badan Standar 

Nasional Pendidikan (BSNP)’s document of SBC, it focuses on achieving 
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students’ ability in a certain level of literacy such as cognitive ability and/or 

productive ability both in oral or written texts which is equally realized through 

four language skills; listening speaking, reading and writing. The level of literacy 

in Senior High School is to achieve informational level in which the students are 

able to access the knowledge about English using their language skills both oral 

and written skills because the students are prepared to continue their next 

education level or university level.   

Since one objective of learning English as a foreign language is to be able 

to speak and use it in real communication (Alexandria, 2015), speaking skill 

seems to be the most important one in terms of judging students’ effective ability 

to use the language. It is supported by Bailey and Savage (as cited in Alonso, 

2013) who say that speaking in a second or foreign language has often been 

viewed as the most demanding of the other skills.  

However, in some cases, some teachers found the difficulty to teach 

speaking because of some reasons which are the teaching’s skill orientation and 

limited time allocation. Santy (2012) stated that English teaching activity in SMA 

is more only focused on reading and listening skills because these skills are 

widely tested during national exams. In fact, learning a language should not be 

oriented in those two skills but all the skills should be given equally. Other cases 

is found by Putra (2012) that, “the time allocation for English subject is about 90 

minutes each to expose students in four language skills which is obviously 

minimum for exposure English .” Therefore, the students are difficult to speak 

English.  
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To cope this problem, the school should make a program (extracurricular) 

as a possible solution to make students learn English outside the regular classroom 

time in order to overcome their problem in English speaking skill. In SMA Ar-

Rohmah Malang, the English teachers conduct a language program, named as Ar-

Rohmah English Community (AEC) Program which must be followed by the 

students. AEC is considered as an extracurricular program which aims to give 

opportunities for the students to develop and express themselves based on their 

needs, talents, and interests (Permendiknas No. 22, 2006:12). The purpose of this 

extracurricular program is to support the students’ English skills and their career 

in the future.  

AEC Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang is a set of activities that is 

conducted by the English teachers to upgrade and improve students’ speaking 

skill as its goal. This program is implemented outside the regular classroom time, 

once a week on Saturday. This goal makes the teachers provide a lot of speaking 

activities such as discussion, speech, drilling vocabulary and storytelling 

performance. The students are asked to use English as their language 

communication during the implementation such as asking the question to their 

friends or teachers, informing their friends and giving responses and comments.   

The aim of Ar-Rohmah English Community is to provide and increase the 

practice time using English. The names for this language program could be varied 

in other schools such as English Club, English Association, and so on. 

Nevertheless, the goal is all the same: to create English speaking improvement. 

Referring to the previous study conducted by Putra (2012), “English Club 
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Program is a program that school has made to give students more exposure toward 

English speaking skill. This program is an extracurricular program so students can 

get more exposure outside the classroom.”  

By taking into account the entire situation mentioned above, the researcher 

considered to conduct the study about speaking skill activities in Ar-Rohmah 

English Community Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang. The results of this 

study are expected to provide valuable contribution to betterment of the program.  

1. 2 Statement of the Problems 

1. What are the speaking skill activities used in Ar-Rohmah English Community 

Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang? 

2. What are the problems found related to teaching and learning English 

speaking skill in Ar-Rohmah English Community Program in SMA Ar-

Rohmah Malang? 

3. How are the problems solved in of Ar-Rohmah English Community Program 

in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang? 

1. 3 Purposes of the Study 

1. To describe speaking skill activities used in Ar-Rohmah English Community 

Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang. 

2. To find out the problems related to teaching and learning English speaking 

skill in Ar-Rohmah English Community Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah 

Malang. 

3. To investigate the solutions of the problems in Ar-Rohmah English 

Community Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang. 
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1. 4  Significance of the Study 

The significance of this study can be viewed from both theoretical and 

practical aspects, as described below: 

1. Theoretically, this research is expected to be useful for expanding the 

knowledge as a reference of the speaking activities used in a language 

program, Ar-Rohmah English Community (AEC), to improve students’ 

speaking ability, especially for the teacher who has problem with improving 

students’ spoken language.   

2. Practically, the researcher hopes that this research first can be considered as 

useful references for the next researcher who wants to conduct the same 

research topic. Second, it can give further information about the problems 

related to teaching and learning English speaking skill in English Community 

Program and the solutions for the problems. 

1. 5 Scope and Limitation  

This research tries to describe the speaking skill activities in Ar-Rohmah 

English Community Program in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang by using descriptive 

qualitative research design. Therefore, the scope of this study focuses on 

extracurricular activities. Meanwhile this study is limited on speaking skill 

activities in Ar-Rohmah English Community. The researcher uses first and 

second-grade students who participate in the program and English teachers who 

conduct this program as the samples of this study.  
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1. 6  Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid the misinterpretations, defining the key terms as follows is needed: 

1. Ar-Rohmah English Community is an extracurricular program conducted by

the English teachers in SMA Ar-Rohmah Malang. It aims to improve the

students’ speaking ability and provide a lot of time to practice using English.

2. Problem is anything that prevents someone to achieve the objective of

something. There are two factors which can prevent someone to achieve

successful teaching and learning English which are linguistic and non-

linguistic factors.

3. SMA Ar-Rohmah Islamic Boarding School Malang which is located in Jambu

Street No 01, Dau Malang was built in 2007 by the Islamic organization

named Hidayatullah Foundation. Ar-Rohmah was built in two separated main

building, one building complex for male students and the other for female

students. Now, SMA Ar-Rohmah has around 500 female students.


