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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

 This chapter presents the research method. It encompasses research design, 

research subject, research instrument, data collection, and data analysis in 

conducting this study.  

3.1 Research Design 

The part of the methods which purposed to investigate the research was 

research design. According to Ary et al (2010), research design was the plan of the 

researcher of how to proceed the research to get understanding. In the research 

approaches, there were three different research approaches, namely qualitative, 

quantitative, and mix method. Those method were different in design, tool, and 

analysis. In the research, the researcher used qualitative approach. Supported by 

Creswell (2014), qualitative approach is a way to explore and understand the 

phenomena in a context which seeks to build a holistic, narrative, description to 

inform the researcher’s understanding of a social or cultural phenomenon. It was 

the process of organizing data and identifying patterns to collect data about learning 

style used by autistic student to describe occurring in the field.  

3.2 Research Subjects 

This subject of this research was one autistic student with type of autistic 

was aspergers syndrome in the second grade B (VII-B) and the English teacher at 

SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang. The researcher took one autistic student based on 

the teacher’s recommendation. The subjects was selected because more cooperative 

that the other autistic students who prefer to move around during the lesson. 
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Accordingly, it was easier for the researcher to conduct the research from the 

beginning until the end.  

3.3 Data Collection 

According to Cresswell (2004), the data collection steps included setting 

boundaries for the research, collecting information through unstructured or semi 

structured observation and interview, documents, and visual materials, as well as 

establishing the protocol for recording information. The current research needed 

observation and interview to collect the data.  

3.3.1 Technique and instrument  

Research instrument was the general terms that the researcher uses for 

measuring the research. Concerning in this research, the researcher collected the 

data by applying non-participant observation and semi-structured interview. 

Whereas the instrument of this research were used field notes and interview 

guideline 

3.3.1.1 Observation  

Observation was the data collection approach which aimed to investigate 

the research relating to human behavior, work processes, and natural phenomena 

were observed when the respondents are not too large. Supported by Ary et al 

(2010), observation was a basic method in qualitative research for obtaining the 

data. The observation used in this research is to see what are learning styles used 

by autistic student in learning English and to know what are the obstacles of the 

autistic student in learning English. This research used non-participant observation 

which according to Ary et al (2010), non-participant observation was the researcher 
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method in which the observer did not participate in the sitation being studied but 

only an observer. The researcher preferred to employ non-participant observation 

because the researcher want to only observe the situation in the English class 

whitout involved the activity of the autistic student. It was expected that the 

researcher could gain complete and clear the data about the school and then the 

researcher conduct the observation until three times on two weeks.  

On the observation, the researcher was provided the observation using field 

notes. According to Ary et al (2010), field notes could complete the information 

about the research on other instrument such as interview, document, etc. There were 

two component of taking field notes : (1) The descriptive part was a complete 

descriptive about the setting, the people, events, and the reaction; and (2) the 

reflecting part was the researcher personal feelings and impression about the data 

(Setting, the people, reaction, event, decision, problem, and speculation about data 

analysis) (Ary et al, 2010). On the field notes, the researcher described activity on 

the students in learning English process, describe what learning styles that autistic 

student used and also the obstacles face by autistic student in learning English until 

three times in the class. The researcher used table to manage the field notes 

observation. 

 

 

3.3.1.2 Interview  
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According to Ary et al (2010), the interview was one of the basic methods 

for obtaining qualitative data. Interview might provide information that cannot be 

obtained through observation, or they can be used to verify observation.  

In this research, the researcher used semi-structured interview to the teacher 

of the autistic student which means that the researcher can modify the questions 

during the interview process with open-ended question. In the interview section the 

researcher focused on the context of the researcher which means that the researcher 

ask about learning style used by autistic student and the obstacles of the autistic 

student in Learning English. In the interview section, the researcher uses recording 

to help avoid voiceless in the middle of the interview.  

3.4 Procedure  

The following are the steps of data collection:  

1. Formulating observation field notes 

2. Formulating the question for the interview guide 

3. Observing how the autistic student involves in the class activity  

4. Interviewing the teacher related to the autistic student’s learning styles in 

the learning process and also the obstacle.  

3.5 Data Analysis 

According to Ary et. Al (2010), data analysis was the process whereby 

researches systematically search and arrange their data in order to increase their 

understanding of the data. In the qualitative research, the researcher have to involve 

the data through reading and reflecting. Then the data must be analyze, classified, 
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and interpreted. After having been collected, the data were analyzed by the 

researcher in ten steps as follows: 

1. Analyzing the result of the observation based on learning style used by

autistic student

2. Analyzing the result of the observation on the obstacles of the autistic

student in learning English

3. Analyzing the result of the interview based on the learning styles used by

autistic student in learning English

4. Analyzing the result of the observation based on the obstacle of the autistic

student in learning English

5. Classifying the result of the observation based on the learning style of the

autistic student in learning English

6. Classifying the result of the observation based on the obstacle of the autistic

student in learning English

7. Describing the data about the type of the learning style used by autistic

student in learning English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang

8. Describing the data about the obstacles of the autistic student in learning

English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang

9. Drawing conclusion about the type of the learning style used by autistic

student in learning English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang

10. Drawing conclusion about the obstacles of the autistic student in learning

English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang.


