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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the research, statement of problems, 

purposes of the research, significance of the research, scope, and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background  

The inclusive school is the combination atmosphere in the class which has 

two kinds of student, the student with special needs following the learning process 

with the student in the class. According to Thomas, Walker, & Webb (1997), the 

inclusive school provides some services for the autistic student to develop an 

education system in the school which are tolerance, diversity, and equality. Equality 

of education made by Ministry of Education and Culture is not only applied to 

normal children but also to children with special needs. Based on UUD 1945, the 

children with special needs in Indonesia gain equal rights and obligation as citizens 

in speech, opinion, education, and health. So, the autistic student have to 

accommodate themselves in order to match with the education setting in the 

inclusive school and for making that need to flexibility, creativity, and sensitivity. 

In this situation, the inclusive school is responsible for changing the system by 

adjusting the setting, atmosphere, environment, approach, and the activity related 

to the inclusive school system.  

Autistic student are the student with developmental brain disability that 

prevents people to understand what they see, hear, and sense. According to 

Ratajczak (2011), autistic is an inflammation of the people brain which has some 
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characteristics like low communication, social interactions, and their controlling 

behavior. Student with autistic have difficulty in learning, the autistic student can 

match and understand the task given by the teacher has different approach to teach 

the autistic student. Sometimes the teacher get difficulty to identify autistic student 

learning styles in learning English because they are not able to show and improve 

their learning styles in the learning process, especially in learning English. 

Based on the statement above, to reach the goals of the learning process of 

each lesson are needed to the learning styles. Learning styles is a preferred way in 

learning to absorb and understand the information through the learning process. 

According to Sternberg (1994 as cited in Hatami, 2012), a learning styles is natural 

and habitual styles of learning of the individual's student to absorb, process, retain 

new information, and skills about the learning process. It means that learning styles 

is the way of thinking, understanding, and observing the information. In addition, 

learning styles is a way for student to be consistent with responding and stimulating 

of the material in the learning process (Chermahini, Ghanbari, & Talab, 2013). 

Supported by Oxford (2003), language learning styles is the main factor that will 

help student in the learning process, especially in learning English. This research 

focuses on learning styles with autistic student at the inclusive school.  

In this case, learning styles has an important role in learning process, it is 

important for the teacher to know the variation of learning styles used by autistic 

student because the information of the variation can help student solve the problems 

in the learning process. However, if the teacher is not aware of the learning styles 

of autistic student, it will be a big problem for them, because it will influence their 

learning process to improve their skill also their achievements. According to 
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Sussman (1999 as cited in Mangunsong, 2011) the categories of the learning styles 

used by individual autistic, such are rote learner, gestalk learner, visual learner, 

hands-on learner, auditory learner.  

Based on researcher preliminary research at inclusive school in Malang. The 

writer identified that SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang is one of inclusive schools in 

Malang which provided student with special needs with the equal opportunity. The 

student also apply various learning styles during the process which is interested to 

conduct the research.   

Concerning on the discussion above, this research is important for autistic 

student and teachers to recognize the learning of student in learning English. Hence, 

the researcher intended to a conduct research entitled "Learning Styles Used by 

Autistic Student in Learning English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang (Inclusive 

School). 

1.2 Research  Problems  

Based on the background of the research presented above, this research tries 

to answer the following questions:  

1. What are the types of learning styles used by autistic student in learning 

English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang?  

2. What are the obstacles for autistic student in using the learning styles in 

learning English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang? 

1.3 Research Objectives  

This research has some purposes as follows:  

1. To describe the learning styles used by autistic student in learning 

English at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang (Inclusive School). 
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2. To identify the obstacles of autistic student in learning English at SMP 

Muhammdiyah 2 Malang. 

1.4 Significance of The Research  

The result of this research is expected to make deep understanding about 

learning styles used by autistic student and give significance not only theoretically 

but also practically to the student and the teacher.  

1. Student  

The result of this is expected to help autistic student recognize their 

learning styles and solve the problem then minimize their weakness 

especially in learning English. 

2. Teachers 

This research to consider autistic student' learning styles in learning 

English to minimize student gap and maximize the potential; skill in 

English.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation  

This research focuses on learning styles namely Rote learner, Gestalk 

learner, Visual learner, Hands-on learner, auditory learner used by autistic student 

in learning English. This study limits the research on autistic student in the first 

grade VI-B at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Malang (Inclusive School).  

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms  

This research has the definition of the key terms are provided as follow: 

1. Inclusive schools are designed to secure children's basic human right to an 

individually, culturally, and developmentally appropriate education and to 
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eliminate just focusing only on the education of the children with disabilities 

and others with special educational needs (Kugelmass, 2004) 

2. Autistic is a developmental disability that affects a child's ability to

communicate, understand language, play, and interact with others

(Maanum, 2009)

3. Learning Styles is the characteristic of a learner that influence the way in

which that person learns (Rolfe and Cheek, 2012)


