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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides some topics, namely: research background, research 

problems, research objectives, scope and limitation, research significances, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background   

Nowadays, teaching is considered as one of the most important part of the 

learning process. According to de Houwer, Holmes, and Moors (2013), learning has 

been functionally defined behavior changes resulting from experience in organism 

that result from experience. It is a continuous process of interaction of learners with 

educators in a learning environment; an aid provided by educators in order to occur 

the process of acquiring knowledge, as well as the formation of attitudes and beliefs 

in learners. In other words, learning is a process to help learners to learn well.  

The quality of learning is highly dependent on students’ motivation and 

teacher’s creativity. High motivated learners who are supported by teachers, who 

are able to facilitate the motivation, will lead the success of achieving the target 

learning (Goria, Speicher, & Stollhans, 2016). A good learning design which is 

supported by a good facility and creativity of teachers such as the use of teaching 

materials will make the learners more easily in achieving the target of learning. 

In Indonesia, English is learned as a foreign language and taught in the 

formal school. However, factually, many high school students graduated unable to 

communicate in English. Purwoko (2008) finds that students rarely use English 

since there are some difficulties faced in learning English such as the material is 
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quite boring due to unfamiliar content while the students had low motivation on it. 

Azri and Al-Rashdi (2014) claim that preparing students for real-life situations is 

absolutely concern for English language teachers, especially in English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) class. The presented material which does not really attract the 

students’ interest in learning English will not be able to help the students understand 

English better. To decrease it, the teachers are demanded to teach effectively by 

using interesting media, technique or even material.  

Teaching material refers to a number of resources that teacher uses to deliver 

instruction. However, it usually refers to concrete examples, such as worksheet or 

object around. Appropriate teaching materials are very important because they can 

significantly increase students’ achievement by supporting student learning: one of 

the commonly use is authentic material. 

According to Nunan (1999), authentic material is spoken or written data 

produced in real life communication. However, they do not need to be written for 

the purpose of language teaching. In addition, he proposes to bring into the student’s 

own samples of authentic language data from the real-world context outside the 

classroom. Generally, they are print, video, and audio materials that students 

encounter in their lives such as ATM receipt, web sites, street signs, coupons, 

calendars, magazines, newspapers, movies, TV programs, phone massages, radio 

broadcast, and so on. 

As explains by Gebhard (1996), there are four kinds of authentic material 

such as authentic listening/viewing materials, authentic visual materials, authentic 

printed materials, and realia. In general, authentic materials help the students bridge 
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the gap between the classroom and the outside world. However, it is in line with the 

concept of Green School. 

Green School is one kind of school which frequently use the authentic 

material in the learning process considering its curriculum which closes to nature 

and mostly does an outdoor class activity. Its concept is to create a healthy and 

conducive  environment to learn while saving energy and environmental resources. 

One of the advantages of a green school is it will increase the student’s 

performances due to a lack of fresh air can reduce student concentration and cause 

them feel bored in paying attention. 

A recent study has been conducted by Lia (2016) entitled Authentic 

Materials Used in English for Young Learners Course at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. The result of the research shows there are seventeen 

authentic materials used in English for Young Learner course; while Authentic 

Listening/Viewing and Authentic Visual Materials are the most favorable kinds of 

authentic material which are used in teaching and learning process. However, there 

are four challenges find in implementing the authentic material; for instance, 

authentic material needs much time to prepare, it also contains difficult language 

and vocabulary which is not suitable for the beginner language learners, some 

content is unfamiliar, and it is culturally biased for the students. 

Since English as a foreign language that is taught at school, the teacher must 

be able to choose and use appropriate teaching material to support their teaching so 

that it will make the students more interested in learning English. Departing from 

the background above, the researcher wants to conduct a research which concerns 
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in the teaching material used by the teacher in teaching English. The difference 

between the previous research and this research is that this research takes 

Elementary Green School as the subject. It is because the researcher wants to 

examine how Authentic Material is used in learning English in Green School 

considering its curriculum which is close to nature and mostly implementing 

integrated learning. 

This research takes place in SD Puri Asah Avesiena Green School Malang. 

It is a part of the Green School of AVESIENA Malang (SAAM), which is a school 

with the concept of universe-based education. Thus it is believed that the purpose 

of education is to accompany students to grow up. Not only able to use of what is 

available in nature, the students are also expected to love and maintain the natural 

environment. Outdoor class activity will create a fun learning atmosphere: it is 

expected that the students will enjoy the class and happy during the learning 

process. 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the research background above, the researcher formulates the 

problem of research in following questions: 

1. What kinds of authentic material are used by the English teacher of SD Puri 

Asah Dasar Avesiena Green School Malang? 

2. How is the authentic material used by the English teacher of SD Puri Asah Dasar 

Avesiena Green School Malang? 

3. What is the problem faced by the English teacher in using the authentic material 

of SD Puri Asah Dasar Avesiena Green School Malang? 
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1.3 Research Objectives 

Related to the research problem above, the objectives of research formulated 

as follows: 

1. To investigate kinds of authentic material that are used by the English teacher 

of SD Puri Asah Dasar Avesiena Green School Malang. 

2. To explore the use of authentic material that is used by the English teacher of 

SD Puri Asah Dasar Avesiena Green School Malang. 

3. To find out the problem faced by the English teacher in using the authentic 

material of SD Puri Asah Dasar Avesiena Green School Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This research focuses on the teaching materials that are used by an English 

teacher in learning process. However, this research is limited to the authentic 

materials that are used to teach English at 1st-5th grade of SD Puri Asah Dasar 

Avesiena Green School Malang. It is because the researcher wants to examine the 

use of authentic material in different level of grade. However, the 6th-grade do not 

allow to be observed since they are preparing the National Examination. 

1.4 Research Significance 

The results of this study are expected to give contributions for some parties. 

Theoritically, the findings of this research can be used by the teacher to develop 

teaching material of teaching English, also to give significant improvement to the 

students in term of developing their skills in English. Through the use of authentic 

material, it is expected that the students will get the point of learning easy and fun. 
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Practically, the result of this research is hoped to get feedback from other 

researchers, also to conduct the similar research in different places and respondents. 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the items used in this research, the 

researcher defines them as follows: 

1. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving

instructions, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge,

causing to know or understand (Brown, 2000).

2. Teaching materials are tools and texts that teachers/instructors need for planning

and reviewing the learning implementation (Kemendiknas, 2008).

3. Authentic material is spoken or written data produced in real life communication

(Nunan, 1999).

4. Green school is a school with the concept of universe-based education (Adipura,

2016).




