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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

Nowadays, students are expected to be more active, think more, and do 

more. It is good to find a better strategy and more interesting one. Therefore, 

teacher has to choose the right strategy in teaching to make students grab better 

understanding in reading. 

For the subject of English, traditional teacher-centered instruction is 

generally utilized. In recent years, teaching methods and techniques have 

gradually changed from teacher centered teaching into modern student centered 

teaching. Bratt (2008, as cited in Chu, 2014) figures out that cooperative groups 

enhance students’ social competence, foremost their ability to collaborate with 

peers. It is one kind of student-centered approach different from traditional 

pedagogy centered on teachers. In addition, cooperative learning provides students 

with learning incentives, creates self-confidence, and requires them to practice 

thinking skills (Kagan, 1990, as cited in Adams, 2013).  

Al-Salkhi (2015) states that Jigsaw is one type of cooperative learning 

comprising instructional methods in which teacher divides students into small 

groups and they then work together to help one another learn academic content. 

Jigsaw learning makes it possible for students to be introduced to material and yet 

bear a high level of personal responsibility. It helps to develop teamwork and 

cooperative learning skills within all students. A teacher no longer stands in front 

of the class and gives explanation about the material all the time. Therefore, the 
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students will search and find information as many as possible and they have much 

more knowledge.  Finally, since students are supposed to report their own findings 

to the home group in jigsaw learning, it quite often discloses a student’s own 

understanding of a concept as well as reveals any misunderstandings (Tewksbury, 

1995).  

Moreover, data in Digital Library University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

shows that researchers mostly observed six aspects of Jigsaw implementation in 

teaching reading, which were: the teacher’s reason, the steps of Jigsaw 

implementation, the material for Jigsaw, the teacher’s role in implementing 

Jigsaw, the student’s role in Jigsaw activities, the effectiveness, the advantages, 

and disadvantages of Jigsaw. According to the findings, it is found that Jigsaw 

supports students to gain better understanding and use the knowledge to 

comprehend the material (Kurnia, 2007). Jigsaw lets students share the knowledge 

and encourage them to be brave in explaining and presenting the material to their 

friends (Ekawati, 2010). In addition, Jigsaw has some weaknesses; it cannot be 

applied in a big class because it will be difficult for teacher to settle down the 

students and give them different tasks and feedback. It needs more time to 

implement Jigsaw because teacher needs to explain the material to the students, 

then the students who become experts have to explain their materials to their 

friends (Mafruudloh, 2014).  

The strategy of Jigsaw has many advantages. It improves creative and 

logical thinking of students and helps them to solve their problems. It requires 

students to diversify learning sources, encourages team reaction, exchange of their 
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experiences, and helps to build trust and create space for respectful disagreement 

(Datoh, 2016). Further, the main tenet of this method is to develop close 

relationship among students rather than competing or being indifferent to each 

other, students engaged in cooperative learning “work together to maximize their 

own and each other’s learning”. Jigsaw lets students learn through their activities 

within small groups. Each member specializes in a specific portion of the study 

subject and then shares the acquired knowledge with the other members of his 

group.  

Therefore, this study is conducted because in Digital Library of University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang, the writer finds out that there are only few researchers 

doing this kind of research. Most of them focus on the effectiveness of Jigsaw and 

to find out whether students’ ability in speaking or listening can improve or not. 

The data showed that Jigsaw is proved as an effective way to help students to 

cover contents of material and to remember that. A teacher encourages students to 

comprehend the whole material. It is claimed that Jigsaw is an interesting way in 

teaching English because it motivates students to be more active in class.  

1.2 Research Problems 

1. How is the implementation of Jigsaw in English class at SMAN Pasirian 

Grade IX Science? 

2. What are the difficulties faced by the teacher in implementing Jigsaw in 

English class at SMAN Pasirian Grade IX Science? 

3. How does the teacher cope with the difficulties in implementing Jigsaw in 

English class at SMAN Pasirian Grade IX Science? 
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1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To analyze how Jigsaw is implemented in teaching reading at SMAN 

Pasirian grade IX Science. 

2. To analyze the difficulties faced by the teacher in implementing Jigsaw in 

teaching reading at SMAN Pasirian grade IX Science. 

3. To investigate the coping ways taken by the the teacher in implementing 

Jigsaw in teaching reading at SMAN Pasirian grade IX Science. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the implementation of jigsaw as one of 

cooperative learning types at SMAN Pasirian and to find out the problem faced 

and the solutions taken by the teacher. Further, this study is conducted to identify 

how students are introduced to material, maintain personal responsibility, and 

develop teamwork. Meanwhile, the data of this study is collected in some 

meetings and only discuss certain types of texts. The study is limited to the 

teacher who teaches reading on grade IX Science in SMAN Pasirian.  

1.5 Research Significance 

This research was expected to give benefits for teachers and the next 

researchers: 

1. For teachers, it is expected to help them to get familiar with jigsaw strategy for 

possible application. They will know further how Jigsaw should be 

implemented in class by knowing the aspects in implementing it. If there are 

solutions found to solve the problems usually faced by teacher, this strategy 

might be an effective way that can be used to improve students’ 
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comprehension in reading. Hence, teachers can cope ways how to make 

students gain better understanding about the material taught and make them to 

be more active.  

2. This study might be a reference for the next researchers in doing the same

study in relevant study. Only few researchers in Digital Library University of

Muhammadiyah Malang researched about Jigsaw and almost all of them

discussed about the effectiveness of Jigsaw. This study is conducted to

complete the research data that have been done before.  The next researchers

can use this study as a reference in collecting data about the implementation of

Jigsaw, difficulties, and teacher’s cope in implementing Jigsaw in teaching

reading.

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting of the readers, it is 

needed to give the meaning of the key terms. Those key terms are defined as 

below: 

1. Jigsaw is a type of cooperative learning that helps students to develop skills

for working effectively in teams (Johnson, 1986, as cited in Adams, 2013).

2. Cooperative learning is defined as students working together to attain group

goals that cannot be obtained by working alone or competitively (Johnson,

1986, as cited in Adams, 2013).


