
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents research background, research 

problem, research objective, research significance, scope and limitation, and the 

definition of key term. Those points would be explained more below. 

1.1 Research Background 

 People nowadays faced one of the important situation especially in work 

fields, which is everyone could go anywhere and work without visa (Pratiwi, 2016). 

This condition makes English language learning becomes more crucial in real-life. 

However, the English language plays an important role in our life. Since it becomes 

the official language of 53 countries, it understood by many people. It is essential 

in language education since it is the most spoken language around the world. 

Besides, English language is also known as lingua franca (Harmer, 2001). A lingua 

franca can be defined as a bridge language to communicate between two people 

whose native languages are different from each other’s especially in international 

communication. 

Many people realizes the importance of English and try to learn this 

language because he forced and has no excuse to avoid himself from learning 

English. Thus, seeing the important of learning English language and how powerful 

this language outside the world, the curriculum tries to accommodate the needs 

well. Kirkpatrick (2012) states that governments, policy makers and more 

importantly parents want their children have access to English language learning in 

the believe that it will provide their passport to socio-economic success, and that 
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having an English-speaking population will help propel countries towards 

modernization and internationalization. 

 Learning English means we should mastering the four skills namely 

listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Since most of us speak more than we write 

in daily communication, it makes speaking comes up as one parameter of success 

in learning the language (Togatorop, 2011). Many people especially students regard 

speaking ability as the measure of knowing a language. However, to be able to 

communicate orally is not something people can do like a piece of cake, moreover 

for those who learn English as a foreign language.  

Some students in Indonesia are non-native students. They do not acquire 

English from the beginning. They only learn English at schools and some of them 

might go to additional courses outside their schools. Yet, it does not help the 

students a lot since their main source of learning merely in formal education, which 

is the school itself.   

In general, Indonesian schools and universities contain more than twenty 

students in each class, especially for high school students. It has become a hindrance 

for students to learn English effectively. They get insufficient attention and 

practices since there are not enough people to supervise and practice the language 

in a formal class. 

Meng (2009) conducted a research related to these phenomenon. He tried to 

identify the solution for these problems. His article concerned how the problems of 

students’ insufficient in English learning was mainly caused by large-class 

teaching. He tried to suggest group works to encourage learning. He provided some 



3 

 

reasons why group work could actually help students in enhancing their English 

learning, especially they were taught in large class program. He stated that the 

concept of group work, to some extent, which students generally work together in 

face-to-face groups engaging in discussion and assisting one another in 

understanding. 

Group work is an activity with small treatment and task given in groups 

toward attaining particular goals (Rivas, 2001).  Currently, it becomes something 

common in teaching English. It lets the students working in a small group which 

gives them the chance to learn interactively. Another reason such as allowing 

students with different backgrounds to bring their special knowledge, experience or 

skills in a project, and to explain their orientation to others. Hence, the practice skill 

can ease them to face professional situations (Sarkisian, 2010).  

This strategy can actually include all layers of students in large class to 

understand that everybody can get the same chance of practicing English in the 

class directly. Thus, group work can give much more advantages into students’ 

learning process. There are many kinds of group work which can be adapted into 

large-class setting which one of them is Combining Arrangement where students 

learned from many sources and gather it into complete information.  

According to Meng (2009), the Combining Arrangement described as a 

group work where the students do split information activities which involve a 

balance of information between the learners and students’ background knowledge. 

However, students are expected to explain and elaborate what they get to their group 
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mates to the whole information. Indeed, it brings the essence of competition and 

leads the students to be more excited into the process of the learning. 

Moreover, using combining arrangement is actually the simplest way of 

teaching where students can directly convey their ideas to others. The idea of 

reinforcement will also invite them to speak in English. This strategy proposes the 

improvement in communicative aspect carried by students in their daily lives. For 

instance, this strategy provides students more opportunities to practice English in 

class together with their friends, and initiate group problem solving which focuses 

on meaningful interaction in a heterogeneous grouping. Using this strategy can also 

facilitate students with a simple group works accommodating everyone in class, 

without differentiating into boxes and let them explore the subject together. The 

most important thing is that students are capable of doing a good interaction to each 

other. 

On the previous studies, Öntaş and Tekindal (2015) stated that group work 

can raise awareness for self-knowledge which affected the self-efficacy of the in-

group and increased the self-efficacy score average of the entire class. It indicates 

that the increasing of their self-efficacy can improve students’ achievement 

automatically. 

Another previous research which was done by Pratiwi (2016) in a particular 

Vocational High school in Malang, teaching speaking in vocational school is 

basically improving students’ performance in speaking itself. They are proven to be 

more confident in speaking and speak better only if they have motivation from the 

teacher and friends within the group. There are about 75% of the students in her 
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class who considered that they finally could spoke better than before and state their 

idea without being afraid of making mistake. 

Thus, based on the reasons above, the researcher chooses Combining 

Arrangement strategy to know whether there is the improvement of students’ 

speaking skill in English Language Teaching or not as the theme, because there are 

only a few research tests the use of combining arrangement to improve student’s 

speaking skill. 

1.2 Research Problem 

Referring to the background of the research, the researcher knew that the 

problem which comes up is as follows: Does the Combining Arrangement 

significantly improve students’ speaking skill in English Language Teaching? 

1.3 Research Objective 

Discovering the pertinent answer to the research question is the most 

important objective of this research study. So, based on the research problem, the 

main objectives of this research are to know whether the use of Combining 

Arrangement can improve students’ speaking skill in English Language Teaching 

or not. 

1.4 Hypothesis 

The hypothesis of this study are stated as follows: 

H0: Combining Arrangement strategy does not significantly improve 

students’ achievement of speaking skill in English Language Teaching. 
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H1: Combining Arrangement strategy significantly improves students’ 

achievement of speaking skill in English Language Teaching. 

If t was between (–) t-table and (+) t-table, null hypothesis (H0) would be 

accepted. If t was not between (–) t-table and (+) t-table, null hypothesis (H0) would 

be rejected. 

1.5 The Significance of the Study 

This research is expected to have good contributions for schools, students, 

English teachers, and also other researchers. Indeed, it is expected to give 

theoretical and practical benefits. 

Theoretically, combining arrangement can be used to help the students to 

increase their skills in English Language Teaching (ELT). The findings of the 

present investigation are really expected more empirical evidence in investigating 

the effect of combining arrangement in English Language Teaching. 

Practically, the findings of the present study are expected to give a 

contribution especially group work to the English teacher especially vocational high 

school teacher to improve the students’ motivation in learning English. The teacher 

is hoped to be able to apply this strategy in classroom on English subject. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

According to the objectives of the research, the researcher scopes this 

research on teaching English using of Combining Arrangement to improve 

students’ speaking skill. However, the limitation of this research narrows the 

research on students at senior high school level. To make it more focus, the research 

limits the problem only on the improvement of student’s reading skills which the 
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material given is recount text in 1th grade English subject at SMA Nurul Hidayah 

Probolinggo. In addition, this research tend to have investigation on Indonesian 

context. 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

 The following terms are defined operationally to avoid any 

misunderstandings and misconceptions within research.  

According to Rivas (2001), Group work strategy is a common method used 

in a large class setting where students are sets to work together in groups in order 

to accomplish particular task given. In this study, the students will barely works on 

their own and more often works in group of six or four.  

The Combining Arrangement Group Work Strategy is a learning strategy 

where we put students into small groups within a large class (Nation, 1979). This 

strategy puts the students in equal position with different kind of information which 

will be needed to complete the task. They are obligated to speak the information 

they have to the other members that later the information will be gathered into the 

one complete information. 

  


