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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter discusses the theoretical background of this study, they are 

speaking, speaking classroom activities, teaching technique, the definition of 

technique, kind of technique, storytelling, definition of storytelling, the principle 

of storytelling and benefits of storytelling. 

 

2.1 Speaking 

In this study, the term speaking is one of the four English skills related to 

language teaching and learning. Speaking is a productive skill in which people 

produce words and send messages orally. That is why success in communication 

often depends on speaking skill. 

 

2.1.1 The Definition of Speaking 

Some language learning experts have tried to define speaking in their 

ownway. Richards (2008) said that speaking is the verbal use of language and a 

medium through which human beings communicate with each other. People must 

understand what people say. It is not an easy because it can decrease 

misunderstanding. 

Speaking is simply concerning putting ideas into words to make other 

people grasp the message that is conveyed when the people communicate with 

other people. The speaker will use some utterances in order to tell their purpose to 
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the listener. The speaker should be able to transform their ideas into words and 

make sure the listener understand what the speaker is talking about. 

Speaking is one of the productive skills that must be mastered by students 

in order tocarry out a conversation with other people easily. Brown (2001) defines 

speaking as an interactive process of constructing meaning, involving producing, 

receiving, and processing information. Its form and meaning depend on the 

context in which it occurs, including the participant, their collective experiences, 

the physical environment, and the purpose of speaking. 

However, Richard (2008) states there are two main functions of speaking. 

The first is interactional function of speaking which serves to establish and 

maintain social relations, and the second is transactional function, in which focus 

on the exchange of information. The first is talk as interaction, it refers to what 

people normally mean by conversation like when people meet, they greeting each 

other, engaging in small talk, telling the experience, and so on. The second 

function is talk as a transaction, it means a situation on focus what is said or done. 

Therefore, people understand clearly and accurately. 

Based on the definitions above, it is concluded that speaking is a 

productive skill in which people deliver their messege and information as 

comminucation and interaction, can be received and understood by listener.  

 

2.2 Speaking Classroom Activities 

Teaching  speaking in target language should be enable the students to use 

the language orally for many purposes. The success of the teaching-learning 

process can be achieved if the teacher presents the materials in a good way to 
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increase the students’ interest. Harmer (2001) states that there are many speaking 

classroom activities that can be used in teaching a language, such as acting from 

the script, communication games, discussion, prepared talks, as well as simulation 

and role play. 

The teacher should be creative in speaking learning process. The teacher 

can use some activities in the classroom like the teacher gives the students warm-

up activities,  the first is the teacher asks the students to interview their friends and 

ask questions in order to get independent dialogue between classmember. The 

second is the teacher gives a game which improve their speaking skill and self 

confidence. This activity can help the teacher and the students to get to know one-

another, in an easy and relaxed atmosphere. 

 

2.3 Teaching Technique 

Teaching technique is any of a wide variety of exercises, activities, ortasks 

used in the language classroom for realizing objective. It is aparticulartrick or 

contrivance used to accomplish an immediate objective (Brown (2001)).Teaching 

technique refers to the product used that may be created for each teaching 

situation. 

The teachers may have different techniques in the classroom. For instance,  

two teachers in similar situation do not have to use the same technique in order to 

produce the same result. The teachers decide the technique based on the objective 

and available resources. They should select the most effective and suitable 

technique with the learner’s needs and the level of difficulty of the material. 
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It can be concluded that in teaching-learning process, a teacher needs some 

techniques as a tool of the teacher to present their material. The technique should 

consider the students’ need and situation in the class. 

 

2.3.1 Definition of Technique 

Technique is implementation of wide variety of exercises, activities, or 

tasks used in the language classroom. According to Freeman (1992) technique is 

the implementation which actually takes place in classroom. The example of 

technique depends on the teacher, she/he individual artistry, and on the 

composition of the class. Technique of teaching is one of factor that plays an 

important role in determining the success of the students’ achievement.  

The teacher should vary the technique related to the objectives and sources 

available. According to Baharudin (2005), teacher who cannot readly vary his or 

her technique or style is seriously limited choice. Therefore, a creative teacher 

gets the goal of teaching learning process.  

 

2.3.2 Kinds of Technique 

There are several techniques in teaching speaking according to some 

sources. Stated by Kayi (2016), several techniques which can be used 

by the teachers in teaching speaking, are : 

a. Discussion 

Discussion can be held for several purposes in teaching speaking 

activity. The teacher should divide the purpose clearly. This is done to avoid the 

students making discussion for unclear topic. The teacher should not make a 
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large group discussion. However she or he can form a group that consists of four 

or five students. It is essential to do as it will build the braveness of speaking 

among students. In the discussion, the teacher will introduce the topic and the 

students will discuss the topic with their friends. By discussion, the students can 

share their idea. 

b. Role Play 

Role Play is an activity where the students pretend to be someone else with 

different social roles and social content. In this activity, the students will be what 

the teacher asked to be. The teacher also tells them the situation and their role in a 

role play, for example as “You are as actor”. 

c. Simulation 

Simulation is almost same as role play, but the activities of it are different. 

The students will bring items to the class to make such a real situation. For 

example, if they pretend to be adoctor, they will bring a stethoscope to make it 

more real. 

d. Information Gap 

In this activity, students are supposed to be working in pairs. One student 

will have the information that other partner does not have and the partners will 

share their information. 

e. Brainstorming 

In this activity, the students will produce an idea in a very limited time 

about the topic given. The students will feel free in this activity as their ideas will 

not be commented by others. 
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f. Interview 

Interview may be conducted with other students in the classroom. The 

teacher decides the topic and the students will develop or make their own 

question based on the rubric given. After conducting the interview, the students 

can present their study in front of the class and also introduce the interview. 

 

2.3.3 Storytelling 

Storytelling is done by the students by retelling others’ story or creating 

their own story. In this activity, the students must have a critical thinking and 

creativity. Storytelling is a common human activity which can be enjoyable, 

especially if the material is interesting. Students will make their own 

visualization from any story they heard. The students can also be helped to 

introduce the beginning of the story including the character and setting, 

developing the story, and the end of the story. 

Storytelling is a unique way for students’ to increase an understanding, 

respect, and appreciation for other culture. Storytelling as part of speaking 

activities in class, is an effective teaching tool that enables students to focus on 

story structure. People usually tell their story to other. They tell other about their 

feeling, opinion, ideas, or even anything happened in their lives. When they tell a 

story, they use language for an extended period of time. It is very simple to tell 

story to other, as simple as expressing what is on mind. 

Barzaq (2009) defines storytelling as a knowledge management technique, a 

way of distributing information, targeted to audiences and a sense of information, she 

added that stories provide natural connection between events and concepts. 
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2.4 Principle of Storytelling 

Halimi (2010) states that “as students enjoy storytelling activities, they 

will practice real language communication, develop their listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skill”. 

Ellis and Brewester (1991) state that: 

1. Stories are motivating and fun; they create a deep interest and a desire to 

continue learning. 

2. Listening to stories is a shared social experience; it provokes a shared 

response of laughter, sadness, excitement and anticipation. 

3. Stories exercise the imagination; children can become personally involved 

is a story as they identify with the character and try to interpret the 

narrative and illustrations. 

4. Stories are useful tool in linking fantasy and the imagination with the 

child’s real world; they provide a way of enabling children to make sense 

of their everyday life. 

5. Listening to stories allows the teacher to introduce or revise new 

vocabulary and sentences structure by exposing the children to language. 

6. Stories help the students of all levels to understand literature they carry 

ideological massages. 

7. Children books offer universal truths, moral appeals to one generation 

after another. 
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2.4.1 Benefits of Storytelling 

Using storytelling technique in the classroom can help and contribute to 

students’ development of their language skills. Storytelling can help students 

develop their speaking skill of course, besides, learning other important skills, 

namely listening, and writing. 

The benefits of storytelling are not as simple as it looks like. The first is to 

increase students’ imagination. Students will make their own visualization from any 

story they heard. They will learn to create their own image such as the situation and the 

characters of the certain story. It will be helpful to improve their creativity. 

The second is giving effective media for students to learn moral values and 

ethics as well as stimulate them to have empathy. Those values are including 

honesty, modesty, solidarity, and hard work. They will easily learn these morality 

and important habits from the characters of the story. 

The third is to grow their reading interest. Hearing a lot of stories is 

potential in growing their interest in reading books. They might start from any 

story books as their first reading material. They will have interest to read other 

genres such as science, general issues, spiritual books or many others. 

According to Hronova (2011), storytelling can practice and improve 

grammar, speaking, pronunciation, listening, vocabulary, communicative skills 

and students’ motivation and imagination, each of which will be described below: 

1. Develop grammar ability, it means stories help students to know English 

grammatical structure and also help the students to understand the 

meaning they convey. 
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2. Develop speaking skill, it means students can enrich their language skills 

naturally. Using storytelling in classroom and giving students the 

opportunity to tell the story in their own way by using their creativity. 

3. Develop pronunciation ability and a acquisition new vocabulary, it means 

listening and retelling a story can help students to get a new vocabulary and 

students will pick up and imitate the pronounciation. So that, the listener has 

more than one opportunity to understand the meaning of the stories.  

4. Develop communicative skill, it means when the students retell the story, 

they do not memorize the words or take from that story, but they recreate 

through spontaneous, energetic performance, assisted by audience 

participation and interaction. 

5. Develop students’ motivation and imagination, it means while the 

storytelling can help developing positive attitudes and motivate the 

students to learn foreign language. They can identify themselves withthe 

characters of the story. This imaginative experience helps to develop 

children´s own creative powers. 

 

2.4.2 Procedure of Storytelling 

The teachers prepare his or her own story and use it as a introduction and 

example, to encourage students to use attention to the teacher. Then the teacher 

gives the students some of stories and asks the students to read and learn about 

that story. After that, the teacher should make the students can visualize and adapt 

with that story and the last is the teacher asks the students to practice the story in 

front of the class. 
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When the students practice that story in front of the class, they have to tell 

the story in a loud voice, facial expressions with the gestures and movement. 

According to Joshua and Ken Snoop (2013), the steps of storytelling in the 

classroom are read and learn about storytelling, listen to others who are good 

storytellers and learn good stories and tell them to others. 




