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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter provides general outline of this study. It covers research 

background, research problem, research objectives, research significance, scope 

and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Research Background 

Language is one of communication tools used by human being. People can 

communicate with another people, they can also deliver message and exchange 

information around the world. In some communities, English has become an 

international language in this era. Most of the community in the word use English 

to interact with others who have different language. 

In Indonesia, English is learnt as a foreign language. Learning English is 

taught as one of the compulsory subjects from elementary school, junior to senior 

high school up to the universities. In English subject, there are four language 

skills that have to be mastered by the students namely speaking, reading, listening 

and writing. The students must master those four skills, so they can use English 

actively. Using English in communication is important, especially in learning 

speaking. 

Speaking is the way of people to express and communicate ideas to other 

orally. Gert and Hans (2012 : 127) define speaking is speech or utterances 

produced by the speaker with an intention of being known then, the listener 
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processes the saying in order to communicate with other. Teaching speaking 

means to teach students to produce the English. 

Teaching English as a foreign language is not an easy task. Teaching and 

learning a mother tongue and a foreign language would need different approaches 

and methods. It is same thing as teaching speaking. Brown (2001) states that form 

and meaning depend on the context which they occur, including the participants is 

themselves, their experiences, and the purpose of speaking. Speaking is a crucial 

part of second language learning and teaching because speaking is an ability to 

communicate with another people and students can express what they think or feel 

directly.  

In speaking, there are some students who cannot use English in their daily 

activities in school. To improve the speaking ability of the students, there are 

many techniques that can be used such as playing games, singing a song, doing 

role play, small group discussion, poetry, storytelling, news reading, 

brainstorming and practicing dialogue. 

Storytelling is considered to enrich the students’ ability about speaking. 

According to Harmer and Jianing (2007), storytelling is one of the technique that 

can be used to motivate and encourage the students to speak in front of the class. 

Storytelling also can help the students became more confidence to express 

themselves spontaneously and creatively.  

Many students in SMA Negeri 1 Larantuka in Nusa Tenggara Timur still 

cannot communicate in English fluently. It is revealed from the fact that many 

English teachers in that school complain about many students feel afraid and 
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nervous when they want to speak or communicate using English in front of their 

classmate and the students do not have any ideas or initiative to speak English. It 

is caused by the lack of vocabulary, grammatical patterns, and lack of practicing 

English speaking. That is why, researcher is necessary to conduct on storytelling 

technique. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of this study, the problem is: “Does the 

storytelling improve the students’ speaking skill?” 

 

1.3 Hypothesis 

Based on research problem, the hypothesis are stated as follow: 

H0: Storytelling technique cannot improve students’ speaking skill at 11
th

 grade of 

SMA Negeri 1 Larantuka Nusa Tenggara Timur. 

H1: Storytelling technique can improve students’ speaking skill at 11
th

 grade of 

SMA Negeri 1 Larantuka Nusa Tenggara Timur. 

 

1.4 Research Objectives 

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether or not the storytelling 

technique improves the students’ speaking skill at 11
th 

grade of SMA Negeri 1 

Larantuka. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

The result of the current study is expected to give significance in both 

theoretical and practical significance. In the theoretical aspect, this study is 
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expected to be used by the students to overcome their speaking problems. This 

study is also expected to give significance in practical aspect, especially for the 

students. The students can use the storytelling technique by performing it in front 

of the class to overcome their speaking problems and storytelling activities can 

motivate students to speak bravely and creatively in the class. This study can be 

also utilized by the teacher in teaching speaking for the students. The teacher can 

enrich his/her teaching performance in the classroom and make a more active 

classroom situation. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

This study focused on using storytelling technique to improve students’ 

speaking skill and this study will be done in the students of XI Bahasa 1 and XI 

Bahasa 2 of SMA Negeri 1 Larantuka Nusa Tenggara Timur. 

 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the concept used in this study, the 

researcher defines some operational terms as follows: 

1. Storytelling 

Storytelling as a technique, a way of distributing information, 

targeted to audiences and a sense of information. Storytelling is a way to 

tell the stories from somebody beforehand or summarize a tale or story 

they heard (Barzaq 2009). 
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2. Speaking

Speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning 

involving producing, receiving, and processing information (Brown 2001). 

It means that speaking is the ability to product or express a story that they 

heard from somebody beforehand or create their own stories. 

3. Teaching Speaking

Teaching speaking is how the students produce the English speech 

sound and sound patterns, to use word and sentences stress, intonation 

patterns and the rhythm of the second language, to use language as mean 

of expressing values and judgments, and to organize their thought in a 

meaningful and a logical sequence (Nunan, 2003). 




