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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERARTURE 

 

 In this chapter, the researcher presents the review of the related literature 

supported for this research. They involve Sociolinguistics, language variation, 

jargon and types of word formation processes, and speech community. 

2.1 Sociolinguistics 

 Sociolinguistics has a strong connection between language and society. It 

refers to the goals of Sociolinguistics that is study about all aspects about language 

in society such as, the way people use language, the variety of language use in 

society, the differences in language use due to place differences, and the influence 

of language by people in the social context. Therefore, it can be argued that 

Sociolinguistics is a very broad topic, and it can be used to define many different 

ways of studying language (Meyerhoff, 2006). 

 Another statement given by Wardhaugh (2006) that Sociolinguistics is 

related with investigating the relationship between language and society with the 

goal of a better understanding of the language and the function of language in 

communication. Basically, Sociolinguistics is study of languages used by society. 

 In addition, Hudson (1996, as cited in Wardhaugh, 2006) states that 

Sociolinguistics is the study of language in relation to society, whereas the 

sociology of language is the study in relation to language. In other words, the goal 

of study the relationship between language and society in order to find out as much 

as we can understand about kind of languages, and in Sociology of language we 
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reverse the direction of our interest.  From his statement, it can be summarized that 

Sociolinguistics is different from the Sociology of language which discusses the 

relationship between society and languages.  

 In addition, Sociolinguistics also focuses on the language variation used by 

society. According to Crystal (2008), Sociolinguistics is primarily concerned to 

correlate systematic variations in language with variations in social situation. In 

other words, it can be concluded that Sociolinguistics also focuses on language 

variation use in social situation. 

2.2 Language Variation 

 As the increase of the modern technology, the dispersion of information is 

highly aggressive. It is certainly as one of the triggers of language development, 

especially the language variation in society. One of the consequences for language 

has been the fairly rapid spread of innovation. Some, like slang, are ephemeral 

(Wardhaugh, 2006). Further, the language variation exists in society because of the 

correlations of social characteristics or factors speakers with the social context of 

the language itself. According to Crystal (2004), a variety of language is a system 

of linguistic expression whose use is governed by situational factors. In its broadest 

sense, the notion includes speech and writing, regional and class dialects, 

occupational genres, creative linguistic expression, and wide range of other styles 

of expression. Therefore, from his statement, it can be assumed that people used 

language variation in many purposes. It is related to the situations, places, and 

contexts. Instead of the verbal use the language variation also can be occupied in 

written such as chatting, SMS, and letter. 
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2.2.1 Slang 

 Slang is one of language styles that is commonly used by people in society. 

This kind of language is used in informal and temporal situation. Which is most 

used among group of youngster. Generally, slang is the language that speakers 

deliberately use to break the standard language and to change the level of discourse 

in the direction of informality (Mattiello, 2008). This statement strongly suggests 

that, the slang was used as indicator for the user to facilitate people in social 

interaction and to show of the intimacy in the relationship.  

 In addition, Yule (2010) states that slang is the words or phrases that are 

used instead of more everyday terms among younger speakers and other groups 

with special interests. In other words, defines as slang, it’s in form of words or 

phrases and it is used in the group of adolescent for communication. For the 

example: In Indonesian country, there are some slang commonly used such as, 

galau means confusion, jomblo means she or he has not boyfriend or girlfriend and 

baper means he or she is sensitive. 

2.2.2 Register 

 Register is one of language variations that is commonly found in society. 

Register is different from slang. This kinds of language are commonly used in 

formal situation and it is used by certain in the field of job or occupation such as 

medical, airline pilot, bank manager, sales clerk and pimps employ. Registers is the 

specialized vocabulary common to particular trade, occupation, topic or activity 

(radford, 2005). 



9 
 

 According to Yule (2010) states that register is a conventional way of using 

language that is appropriate in a specific context, which may be identified as 

situational, occupational or topical. In other words, register is a language that is 

used by people related to the context of speech and the situations of the field of 

profession or occupation. 

 For the example of the register that is used in the medical field in such as: 

abnormal means not normal for human body, antibiotic means medication that kills 

bacteria and cures infections, acute means quick to become severe (Shiel, 2017). 

While, another register that is used in the Bank field: Account history means the 

payment history of an account over a specific period of time, including the number 

of times the account was past due or over limit, credit limit means the maximum 

amount of credit that is available on a credit card or other line of credit account, 

debit means a debit may be an account entry representing money you owe a lender. 

 From the definition, it can be argued that the register is a particular words 

or phrases used by people in certain profession or job to facilitate the 

communication and each profession or job has a different register in which related 

to the situation of the profession or job. 

2.2.3 Accent 

 According to Yule (2010) technically, the term accent is restricted to the 

description of aspects of pronunciation that identify where and individual speaker 

is from, regionally or socially. It is indicated that everyone has different 

pronunciation when they are speaking, it refers to the status social of the person’s 

or the regional of the person itself.  
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 One of the cases can be found in the University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

which has many students coming from other cities outside Malang.  When the 

students are speaking to each other and they used Indonesian language, they have a 

different in pronunciation. For example, when the Sundanese talking Indonesian 

language with Maduranese, both of them have a different in pronunciation. It was 

incited by their respective regional languages. 

2.2.4 Dialect 

 According to Crystal (2008) dialect is a regionally or socially distinctive of 

language, identified by particular set of words and grammatical structures. In other 

words, it is a variety of language that is used in local language. However, to analysis 

dialect or the variety of language used in local language, the features of languages 

such as grammar, vocabulary, and aspects of pronunciation can be use it (Yule, 

2010). 

 The Javanese language used in Lamongan and Malang have differences. For 

example, Lamongan used word gonmu while Malang used word genmu both of the 

word means it yours, another example, Lamongan used word piye while Malang 

used word yo opo both of the word means how. It is an example of dialect that is 

features of vocabulary. 

 Based on the definition, the dialect or the variety of local language can be 

exist related to the context of regionally or socially. 

2.2.5 Colloquial 

 Colloquial can be regarded as one of the most widely used language 

variations in society. It is used in the daily conversation and this kinds of language 
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is an informal. According to Jendra (2010) colloquial is an informal variety of 

language that is commonly used in informal situation. In other words colloquial can 

be defined as words or phrases that are commonly used in daily conversation. 

English uses colloquial such as I’ve for I have, y’know for you know, I’ll for I will, 

bout for about, prob for probably. 

2.2.6 Jargon 

 In the fourteenth century, the word of jargon means twittering of bird. It 

specifically is meaningless talk or gibberish(Carr, 2006). It is said as a ‘twittering 

of bird’ because of the jargon cannot be used in general conversation in which 

causes misunderstanding between jargon users and non-user of jargon. For 

example, the Executioner Squad members use words or phrases in which commonly 

use among their members. Then, those words or phrases are used for conversations 

to a people who are not the members would be a miscommunication because there 

is a gap of meaning in every word or phrase are used in the conversation. This 

situation could be said as meaningless talk or jargon for the people who are not the 

members or layman (Liaw, Dani & Johari, 2015). Therefore, jargon is only used for 

communication in groups that understand the meaning of the jargon. As argued by 

Harley (2006) that the jargon is a special terminology that is used by certain group 

to facilitate in daily communication needs.  

  For general public, jargon can be regarded as a meaningless talk. However, 

for the certain communities which is used jargon for communication, it has 

functions such as, makes their communication effectively and efficiently, besides it 

is used to show of the intimacy in relationship (Allan & Buridge, 2010). In addition, 
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Carr (2006) shows that jargon is useful to express specialist concepts concisely 

which aim to improve communication and save a time. 

 Currently, the use of jargon for communication in particular community is 

widely found in society. Further, the jargon that is found has many variations. It 

refers to the people use jargon in many ways and purposes in which related to the 

situation or context of the community. As Allan & Buridge (2006) argue that the 

speaker shares a special vocabulary that deals with unlimited domains, word usage 

habits and forms of expression. In this situation, it could said the types of jargon are 

general. In other words, every jargon has a type in which related to the usage.  

 According to Carr (2006),  jargon is categorized into three types related to 

the futures of linguistics such as technical jargon, gobbledegook and buzz words. 

Technical jargon refers to the several appearances of the words such as showing the 

name of official things, spelling in the capital letters, and being shortened or 

abbreviation for the acronyms.  It appears both in the common way of verbal or 

written language and depends on the rate of change in professional area. For 

example: the jargon used in military such as TD means temporary duty, AWOL 

means absent without leave. Gobbledegook means by the appearance of jargon 

served in the long words, abstract nouns, Latin words, and impersonal style. It 

specifically contains with phrase not the structure of sentences. For example, 

Phrases used in business such as, right-sizing means staff reductions and take it 

offline means discuss after meeting. Buzz words defined as the jargons in which the 

words or phrase were derived from other fields of the original context. It is typically 

in the form of verbs and often varied based on the use of a certain situation. For 
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example, it is used in Clash of Clans Game Community, Rombongan Haji means 

Barbarian, Mercusuar means Archer Tower and Panti Asuhan means Clan Castle. 

 Therefore, to identify the type of jargon is based on a characteristics of the 

jargon used in which covers the form, meaning and the function of the jargon. 

Further, to analyze word formation on the jargon, word formation process can be 

used because the jargon is a collection of words and phrases in which differentiated 

meaning by each user of the jargon. 

2.3 Types of Word Formation Process 

 Word formation is a part of morphology studies that focuses on the 

alteration process of new words which is formed in language (Asonjumo & 

Osunbade, 2014).  According to Yule (2010) there are several kinds of word 

formation process that are mentioned in this present study, they are, coinage, 

borrowing, compounding, blending, back formation, derivation, acronym and 

clipping. Those types are explained as follow: 

1. Coinage is the most typical sources are invented trade names for commercial 

products that become general terms (usually without capital letters) for any 

version of that product. For example, Aqua, Sanyo, Battery ABC, Philip 

lights and Rinso. 

2. Borrowing is the taking over of words from other language. The language 

can be borrowed from English to another language or vice versa. For 

example, the word stand by is commonly use in Indonesian language. 

3. Compounding is technically known as joining of two separate words to 

produce a single form of word. The wordfast foodsfor example, is 



14 
 

containing with two different words fast and food and it is mentioned that 

the word fast comes as modifier and food as the head. 

4. Blending Clipping is the element of reduction that is noticeable in blending 

is even more apparent in the process. For example, the word motel is created 

by combining the words breakfast motor and hotel to be produce in single 

form called motel. Motel means a hotel by the side of a road and usually has 

a space for cars next to each room. Through this process, blending unites 

those two different words by taking some letters in the beginning or last as 

like (mo) for motor and tel (hotel), than reducing some other letter. 

5. Backformation is a special kind of reduction which alleviates one type of 

word to another type. For example, word donate from donation and word 

televise from television. Therefore, through backformation process, the 

words are formed by removing a part of its words that usually derive from 

noun to verb. 

6. Derivation is accomplished by means of a large number of small “bits” of 

the English language which are not usually given separate listings in 

dictionaries. These small “bits” are generally described as affixes. Through 

this word processing, the mentioned affixes consist of three different parts; 

prefixes, infixes, suffixes. Those three parts are considered as the additional 

morphemes that construct a new word by modifying its root. 

a. Prefixes are added before the stem of a word, by means it attaches in the 

beginning of a word. For example, the word monorail is consisting of 
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mono and rail. The word rail comes as a root of this word, and mono 

means one that added in the beginning as its prefix. 

b. Suffixes are additional word after the base stem of a word. The word 

careless for instance, the word care at front means looking after 

someone or something, and after added by suffix –less which means –

without so the entire word (careless) means not taking or showing 

enough care and attention. 

c. Infixes are the incorporated inside another word. Infixes are not 

normally used in English, but can be found in some other language. 

Sometimes, this word processing is used in accidental or annoying 

situation that emotionally uttered by English speaker, such as 

hallebloodylujah, absogoddamlute, unfuckingbelievable. 

7. Acronym acronyms are new words formed from the initial letters of a set of 

other words. For example, DSLR means digital single lens reflector. 

8. Clipping is the element of reduction that is noticeable in blending is even 

more apparent in the process. For example, the word gasoline becomes gas 

and word doctor becomes doc. 

2.4 Speech Community 

Language is both an individual possession and a social possession. In the 

social term, language is frequently organized by people who interact in speech 

community. Bloomfield (1933, as cited in Wardhaugh, 2006) defines a speech 

community as a group of people who interact by means of speech. Gumperz (1971, 

as cited in Wardhaugh, 2006) offers another definition of the speech community 
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that any human aggregate characterized by regular and frequent interaction by 

means of a shared body of verbal signs and set off from similar aggregates by 

significant differences in language usage.  

 Speech community is a bound of people in which they interact each other 

by using a verbal sign in surrounding areas. It may consist of small or large group 

of people who are engaged each other depend on the situational context, regional 

area, occupation aspect, similar interest. Especially, in this study, the subject is 

focused to the speech community in gamer community that is Executioner Squad 

in Mobile Legend Game. 


