
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of the basic ideas related to the study. It presents the 

background of the study, the statement of problems, the research objectives, the 

scope and limitation, research significance and the definition of key terms.  

1.1 Research Background 

As agent of change, the university students should have many sources to 

get access into modern technology and science. In accessing, the students should 

master their English. Students have to learn four language skills: listening, 

speaking, reading, writing and also language components. By learning four 

English language skills students are given chance to expand their knowledge in 

more various tasks, rather than limits the students with one type of task 

continuously (Brown, 2000, p.233).  

Reading is typically a receptive skill which does not involve the students 

to produce language directly. In reading, the students are expected to comprehend 

the text they read, find the topic sentence and main idea, infer the message or 

information, and take the conclusion from the text. It is important because without 

reading all people in this world do not know the information that occurs in this 

world. People begin with reading as the measure of knowing the language matters 

and absorb the knowledge in their mind. Richard and Renandya (2002:273) point 

out that the high value of students and teachers is reading skill. Learning to read is 

an important goal in education. It enables us to gain new knowledge and enjoy 

literature (Elizabeth, 2003:6). Therefore, it is very important to master the reading 
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skill. By mastering reading skill, the students can understand a lot of information 

written in English text such as English magazine, newspaper, brochure and other 

information written in English. That information gives us a lot of advantages to 

the student for their future. The goal of reading is usually complete and detail 

understanding, but reading is also considered by so many people as a very 

pleasurable free time activity that broadens one’s knowledge and vocabulary 

(Maria, 2007:6). It means that by reading, we can get so many advantages for our 

knowledge. Besides, reading is also important for students to enrich their 

vocabulary and also improve their pronunciation. Related to the information 

above, reading is useful for language acquisition. Reading provides the students 

understanding about what they read. The more they read, the better they get the 

understanding. Reading also has a positive effect on students’ vocabulary mastery, 

spelling and writing (Harmer, 2007:99). When we read English text, automatically 

we can enrich our vocabulary, spelling also writing. Reading text also provides a 

good model for English writing. At different time, we can encourage students to 

focus on vocabulary, grammar or punctuation. We can also use reading material to 

demonstrate the way we construct sentences, paragraphs and whole texts. Then 

students have good models for their own writing (Harmer, 2007:99). This is one 

of the advantages of reading because reading can improve our writing 

automatically. Readers use many different text comprehension strategies to 

develop reading comprehension which include monitoring for understanding, 

answering and generating questions, summarizing and being aware of using a 

text’s structure to aid comprehension. 
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According to Tafani (2009), using various kinds of media in the classroom 

has always been a challenge, and how to bring these media in the classroom is 

more than a challenge. Students and teachers should be able to use different media 

through different technologies in their classroom. Media provide teachers and 

students with creative and practical ideas. They encourage teachers to meet 

various needs and interests of their students. They also provide students with a lot 

of language practices through activities using newspapers, magazines, radio, 

movies, books, Internet, and tasks which develop reading, writing, speaking and 

listening skills. 

Jakarta Post is a daily English language newspaper in Indonesia. The paper 

is owned by PT Bina Media Tenggara, and the head office is in the capital city, 

Jakarta. Jakarta Post reports real-life events, and it arouses students’ curiosity. 

Based on activities in the classroom, Jakarta Post not only engages students in 

enjoyable activities and encourages their further reading, but also it easy brings in 

the class in different subjects and courses. Most newspapers are linguistically up-

to-date and provide valuable linguistic data. They may be used for wide variety of 

text types and language styles which are not often found in textbooks. The variety 

of subjects and topics make newspaper interesting and motivating the students to 

work with. At the same time, newspaper provides a natural source of many 

varieties of written English that become very important for students, and valuable 

for language study in contributing to the students’ progress. Newspaper is 

invaluable source of authentic materials. The more students read, the more they 

want to explore. Therefore, the researcher wants to describe and identify the use 

of Jakarta Post Newspaper in teaching advance reading comprehension for the 
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fourth semester students of English Language Education Department University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.2 Research Problems 

 Based on the background of the study, the researcher attempts to 

investigate the following problems: 

1. How does the teacher use Jakarta Post Newspaper in teaching English 

advance reading comprehension for students of English Language 

Education Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. What is the problem of using Jakarta Post Newspaper in teaching English 

advance reading comprehension for students of English Language 

Education Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

3. How does the teacher overcome the problem in using Jakarta Post 

Newspaper in teaching English advance reading comprehension for 

students of English Language Education Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Referring to the formulation of the problems, the objectives of this study 

are: 

1. To describe the way the teacher uses Jakarta Post Newspaper in teaching 

English advance reading comprehension for students of English Language 

Education Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 
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2. To identify the problem in using Jakarta Post Newspaper in teaching 

English advance reading comprehension for students of English Language 

Education Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

3. To find out the way the teacher overcomes the problem in using Jakarta 

Post Newspaper in teaching English advance reading comprehension for 

students of English Language Education Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the implementation of Jakarta Post 

Newspaper used by the teacher in teaching advance reading 

comprehension, the problems and solutions are found by the teacher in 

class. This research is limited in English class on the fourth semester 

students of English Language Education Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 1.5 Research Significance  

  After this study has completed, the result of it is supposed to give 

both theoretical and practical advantages for some parts, they are: 

1. Teacher 

 After this research was conducted, hopefully some English 

teachers can teach Reading Comprehension with various materials, in 

particular by using Jakarta Post Newspaper that consist many kinds of 

recent news written in English. So, the students can receive a lot of newest 

information that will be an interesting media to persuade their motivation 

in reading. 
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2. Students 

Another advantage from the result of this research is the students 

could finds out various kinds of recent news written in English that will 

increase their new vocabularies. In addition, it gains their knowledge by 

reading certain parts of news as their favourite in Jakarta Post Newspaper, 

such as: sport, entertainment, education, art, politics and so on. 

3. English Language Education Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang 

 

 The result of this research also gives the positive impact for 

English Department. Particularly, for all of English teachers who could 

introduces Jakarta Post Newspaper as interesting media for learning 

reading comprehension as English written text media in the Library 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Besides, from that statement, 

another teacher might use Jakarta Post Newspaper to teach another skill 

for their students in the classroom. It is because the students will be bored 

if the teacher still uses the same material. 

4. The Next Researchers 

 Theoretically, this study is expected to be able to enrich the next 

researchers about the implementation of Jakarta Post Newspaper in 

teaching reading comprehension at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

This is because the researcher realizes that the topic was very rare to be 

discussed by students at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Practically, the researcher attempts to analyse the students’ understanding 

about the use of Jakarta Post as media in learning reading. In addition, the 
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result of this study is expected to be used as reference for those who are 

interested in doing similar field of research. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Reading is making sense of written language means that reading is an

activity to understand sentences or a paragraph to get the message or

information from the writer Gillet and Temple (1986, p.8)

2. Comprehension is a process in interact and interpret the language to

obtain a sense from written ideas (Heilman, 1981).

3. Reading Comprehension is acquiring the meaning of word and

understanding the written ideas from the passage (Poole et al, 1969).

4. Teaching is doing some positive aspects that have a purpose to

facilitate learning activities easily (Brown, 2007).

5. Newspaper is a printed media that is published various kinds of recent

news about local or international information that is issued daily or

weekly (www.abcteach.com).

6. Jakarta Post is a daily newspaper that published in the capital city of

Indonesia and provides a lot of recent news printed in English

(www.thejakartapost.com).

7. Problem is anything that needs much attention and solutions to solve

the difficulties related which teacher’s activities in teaching and

learning process (Wallace & Charles, in Cahyanto : 2003).

http://www.abcteach.com/

