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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

  

Chapter I of this research present such topics as the background of the 

study, statement of the problem, the purpose of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Idioms are defined as multiword expression, the meaning of which cannot 

be determined from its literal meaning of constituent words (Nunberg, Sag 

&Wasow, 1994). It is a phrase that does not always obey the normal rules of 

meaning and grammar. It can have a literal meaning in one situation and a 

different idiomatic meaning in another situation. Idioms are phrases adapted from 

allusion or figuration which mostly used to express the idea both in spoken and 

written language.  

The students of English are necessary to learn deeply about the English 

language itself.  To be good in English, it is not enough in understanding the 

grammar only, but English learner should be able to understand Llinguistics such 

as idioms because it is used frequently both in spoken and written. While to 

understand the idioms, English learner should learn Llinguistics. There are many 

ways to go through by means of deeply understand the meaning of idioms, and 

one easy way to understand the meaning of idiom is we have to know constituent 

which contains in idiom. 
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With the purpose to understand better the meaning of idioms; we have to 

consider the aspects of idioms. By knowing its aspects; it can help us to 

understand the meaning of idiom. As we know, idioms contain lots of 

metaphorical phrases. Therefore, we should notice it because it is the key to 

understand the meaning of idioms. Jackendoff (1997a: 168-169) provide an 

example of idioms and also give the easiest way to know its meaning. “The 

hatchet seems not to have been buried yet by those skaters”. In order to 

understand the meaning of this idiom we have to consider two independent 

metaphorical meanings which are within the sentence; the hatchet means 

dispute/deviations and burry means reconcile. After knowing the two independent 

metaphorical meanings, it is easy for us to guess the meanings of idiom above. 

The intention of idiom above is “there is a dispute between the skaters who not 

have been reconciled”. So, the key here is we have to consider the metaphorical 

words or what called independent metaphorical meanings which are within the 

sentence, and then it is easy for us to know the meaning of idioms. 

In this research, the researcher wanted to analyze the idioms in the movie. 

The writer chose a movie as an object because it is rare to find the researches, 

especially about English idioms which consider a movie as an object of research. 

Movie is a practical and enjoyable tool for learning and improving language 

skills. Thus, movie can be an alternative to improve language skills, such as 

idioms. In movie, the characters often use the phrasal verb, idioms or conditional 

sentence while speaking to each other.  So, it can be a recommendable tool to 

learn English idioms. Khosyat and Dowlatabadi (2014), in their research entitled 
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“Using conceptual metaphors manifested in Disney movies to teach English 

idiomatic expression to young Iran EFL learners”, shows that learning English 

idiomatic expression through movies was enjoyable and least demanding for 

students. It is proven that movie is one effective way to learn idiom. 

So, the researcher decided to analyze the use of English idioms in Forrest 

Gump movie. The writer chose this movie because it is full of idioms. This study 

will be written in a thesis which is entitled “The analysis of idioms in Forrest 

Gump movie”. Hopefully, this research can provide new ways to learn English 

idioms from a movie.  

1.2 Statements of the Problems 

The study is conducted to address the following problems: 

1. What are the idioms found in Forrest Gump Movie? 

2. What are the classifications of idioms found in Forrest Gump movie? 

3. What is the contextual meaning of idioms found in Forrest Gump movie? 

1.3 The Object of the Study 

Based on the problem mentioned above, the purposes of this study are 

stated as follows. 

1. To find the idioms which are used in Forrest Gump movie. 

2. To classify the idioms that found in Forrest Gump movie. 

3. To know the contextual meaning of idioms found in Forrest Gump movie. 
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1.4.  Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is idioms in Forrest Gump movie. To make it 

more detailed and focus, the researcher only limited this research on the idioms 

spoken by Forrest and Jenny. 

1.5.  Significance of Study 

The result of the study is expected to give benefits to the teachers, 

students, and further researchers. For the teacher, the study will give references 

for improving their teaching in linguistic subject especially in the use of idioms in 

script. For the students, it is expected to give a board implication for the 

development of students’ idiomatic competences and for further researchers; this 

study can be used as a reference and recommendation in studying literature and 

idioms. 

1.6.  Definition of Key Terms 

This research used some terms related to the title that is the definition of 

the idiom, Forrest Gump and contextual meaning which are defined below: 

1. Idioms are conventionalized expression whose the whole meaning cannot 

be deduced from the meaning of their constituent parts, or the words which 

built them up (Rodriguez & Moreno, 2009: 662). 

2. Forrest Gumpmovie was released in 1994, starting with a man named 

Forest Gump, a simple-minded southern people from Alabama with a 

speech impediment and a low IQ (75), who tells his life story while 
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waiting for a bus to visit an old friend. “Life is like a box of chocolates; 

you never know what you’re going to get” was the movie’s highlight. 

3. Contextual meaning is a meaning of words according to the situations in 

which they are used. Since it can be used according to the situation, it’s 

also rely on the literal meaning conveyed in the context and guess what 

idiom means, (Built and Yazice :2004) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


