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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1    Background of the Study 

        In a traditional way, the process of teaching and learning reading and writing 

skills in English only used a textbook and/or pen. The students acquire the ability 

to understand what they have read, then write all of the content based on the book 

or paper. Then, the teachers only convey some information related to the book while 

the students only accept the information only through books and explanations from 

the teachers. However, the use of books and pen in the writing and reading activities 

has little concern about inspiring students and getting them passionate about what 

they are writing and reading about. It demonstrates that paper may be particularly 

effective for longer times. According to (Richards and rodgers 2006), textbooks or 

papers are formed in such a way that the contents of the book will develop the 

functions and forms of language. All this aims to develop the use of communicative 

language. 

        The use of textbooks in the learning English reading activity can be helpful for 

beginner teachers and students. For teachers, the material will be covered and the 

design of each lesson is carefully explained in detail. English teachers will 

explained to the extent they can rely on textbooks in their daily teaching practice. 

They will also learn key of specifications that will enable them to make manner 

decisions when it comes to selecting, evaluating, and implementing English 

textbooks at the institutions where they work. For students, textbooks appear to be 
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a complete sequence of teaching in terms of the steps or procedures of the English 

reading which provide some information regarding what and when the students 

carry out the given procedures. The detail contents or topics of the plans and lessons 

are included in a textbook. In addition, textbook emerges as remarkable teaching 

aids and resource for both students and teachers to assist them in the teaching and 

learning English reading activity. The use of textbooks in learning is multivariate 

analysis. The teachers should inform how often they use books and input materials 

in their classroom teaching (Moulton 1994).  

 In addition, when the students learn English from paper or books they have 

a better sense of how they have learned in classroom materials. Somehow, the 

textbook may fail to arouse the student's interest because some students consider 

that reading English on the textbook or paper is very old and boring. Students think 

that all of the information on shared with them is not relevant or current. Students 

merely view one prespective on a concept or issue as they perceive that textbooks 

only serve as a source of information. The textbook has not supported the students 

background knowledge; it is because the teachers do not make the textbook as an 

attribute that arouses the students’ interest and enthusiasm. Occasionally, teachers 

only follow or depend on books without intending to find some references, tools or 

other materials that can facilitate students’ learning. However, some teachers have 

left books for teaching and learning activities because they are considered ancient 

textbooks (Moulton 1994). 

         Reading printed material is more effective than reading by using screen. 

When explaining why feel this way, it is not only refer to the visual sense, but also 
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the way the paper can support their understanding including the importance of 

highlighting or recording notes when students read a book. The studies suggested 

students would be better on handwriting essays than on word processors (Breland, 

Lee, & Muraki, 2005; Wolfe & Manalo, 2004; Bridgeman & Cooper, 1998; Powers 

et al., 1994; Arnold et al., 1990).  

 Digital media become a basic need in this world. Digital media requires 

products and services taken from media, entertainment and information industries. 

Which includes digital platforms are website and application, digital content like 

text, audio, video and images, while services such as information, entertainment, 

communication, which can be raised and consumed by the public(World Economic 

Forum 2016). For example, research demonstrated that reading on a computer 

screen is more fatiguing than reading paper (Dillon et al. 1988). 

        Some research indicated that the relationship between reading and writing 

English in digital media is interconnected. Moreover, some parents also become 

critical of the use of technology in schools and anxious about its impact towards the 

students’ handwriting and learning (Salter 2013). Nowadays, nonetheless, ignoring 

the development of students’ digital literacy skills would be a thoughtless action. 

People use digital media to find information, to increase their knowledge or to 

communicate with others. Currently, many schools use digital media in the process 

of teaching and learning English activity. This can facilitate students to have better 

understanding of the material. In addition, it should be noted that the computer 

screen continues to increase and improve the quality, and students eventually 

become more excited and brainier with digital media. 
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        Other than that, there are different ways in which keyboard and handwriting 

or writing English by pen differ from the speech at which information can be 

recorded. Most of the students can type faster than writing English by using a pen 

or handwriting. Besides, writing English by using a pen is more beneficial for the 

students in terms of learning English, and they obtain a deep understanding of the 

given materials. However, some research found that students who took notes by pen 

or handwriting can easily remember the content or the information than writing 

English by using keyboard. It is worth to students who want to memorize all of the 

information that they got. Hence, students are better to catching types when they 

use paper to writing (Wharton-Michael 2008),  

  However, the impact of digital media and paper in writing and reading 

English categories has not been extensively written. Recently, there has been an 

exception finding in a study carried out by Fortunati and Vincent (2014) concerning 

on the use of digital media such as laptop, computer, HP, keyboard and analog 

media like paper, book, pen, pencil by Germany, Italy, and UK. They found a fact 

that the abilites of writing and reading alter through the use of digital technologies, 

yet paper and digital interactions are not mutually exclusive. Some researchers have 

argued about the importance and influence of writing by a pen or handwriting on 

the efficiency of learning (Christensen and Jones, 2000; Christensen, 2004; 

Buckingham, 2007; Mangen and Velay, 2010). In addition they discussed about 

new types of learning by using e-books or reading by using screen (Luik and Mikk, 

2008; Slater, 2009; Woody et al. 2010; Daniel and Woody, 2013). 
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 Now, in Indonesia, not many researchers are discussing the student's 

perception of the model of teaching and learning English by reading on book or 

computer screens and writing on pen or keyboard. Based on the background above, 

the writer was interested in finding out about the student's perception on the model 

of teaching-learning by reading a book or computer screen and writing by pen or 

keyboard in education English Activity by Students in English Departement at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.2    Statement of Problem 

The problems of this research are: 

1.    How do the students perceive of reading activity by using books or  

   computer screen (E-book)? 

2.   How do the students perceive of writing activity by using pen or keyboard? 

3.  How do the students preferences on reading activity by using books or 

 screen (e-book)? 

4.  How do the students preferences on writing activity by using pen or 

 keyboard?  

1.3    Purpose of Study: 

Based on the question above, the main purpose of this research are: 
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1. To find out the student's perception of reading activity using a book or 

computer screen (E-book). 

2. To investigate the student's perception of writing activity using pen or 

keyboard. 

3. To know the students preferences on reading activity by using books or 

 screen (e-book). 

4.  To know the students preferences on writing activity by using pen or 

 keyboard. 

1.4    Significance of Study: 

 The result of this research might be significant for education field, namely 

in terms of giving information to the teachers regarding the student's perceptions in 

using computer screen or books to read and using pen and keyboard to writing in 

English. It also can be a reference for further researcher, especially a research about 

the use of Screen, books, pen, and keyboard.  

1.5    Scope and Limitation: 

    The scope of this research is about learning reading English, they prefer to use 

screen or books and pen or keyboard to learning reading and writing in English. 

The students who become the participant are 40 students at the academic year 2014, 

2015, 2016, and 2017 in English Language Education Departement at University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang who have experiences in learning English reading by 

using book or computer and writing on pen or keyboard. 
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1.6    Definition of Key Terms 

1.   Students' perceptions of learning are greatly linked to their overall assessment 

of teaching effectiveness (Centra et al. 2005). 

2.   Reading on books are necessary to be used as communication in language 

learning activity (Razmloo, 2007). 

3.    Reading on screen is slower, there is a corelation between relative speed and 

familiarity with reading from a computer (Dyson and Haselgrove, 2001). 

4.    Handwriting experience also seems to be necessary to develop neuronal circuits 

from processes that include the visual and motor areas of the brain (James & 

Engelhardt, 2012). 

5.  Writing on keyboard has a low environmental impact because they do not 

involve paper (Farinosi et al. 2016). 

 


